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MEMORANDUM
TO: Board of Commissioners
FROM: Sidney Mulder, Planning Supervisor

Polk County Community Development
DATE: July 2, 2020

SUBJECT: Comprehensive Plan Amendment PA 18-01 and Zone Change ZC 18-02

July 22, 2020 Public Hearing

ISSUE:

Should the Polk County Board of Commissioners move to adopt the Comprehensive Plan Amendment
and Zone Change presented in PA 18-01 and ZC 18-027

The applicants, represented by Wallace W. Lien, are requesting a Comprehensive Plan Map
amendment and a Zoning Map amendment for an area approximately 228 acres in size, comprised of
seven (7) contiguous parcels adjacent to Best Road NW, Salem. The subject property is currently
designated Agriculture on the Comprehensive Plan Map and Exclusive Farm Use (EFU) on the Zoning
Map. The applicants are proposing to change the Comprehensive Plan designation of the subject
properties to Rural Lands and the zoning to Agriculture and Forestry-10 Acre (AF-10),

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners adopt the Hearings Officer’s findings to deny
the applications.

BACKGROUND:

The subject properties consist of seven (7) contiguous parcels adjacent to Best Road NW, Salem,
Oregon (Assessment Map T7S, R4W, Section 14, Tax Lots 601, 602, 603, 604 and 605 and T7S,
R4W, Section 23, Tax Lots 100 and 101). See Exhibits A and B. The subject properties are
currently designated Agriculture on the Comprehensive Plan Map and Exclusive farm Use (EFU)
on the Zoning Map. The applicant is proposing to change the Comprehensive Plan designation of
the subject properties to Rural Lands and the zoning to Agriculture and Forestry-10 Acre (AF-10).
The applicant’s request requires an exception to Statewide Planning Goal 3 (Agricultural Lands})
and Goal 4 (Forest Lands). The applicant has requested an exception to these Goals under the
“Irrevocably committed” goal exception criteria.

The same proposal was applied for by the subject property owners in 2014 (planning applications
PA 14-01 and ZC 14-02). In the previous case, afier conducting a public hearing the Hearings
Officer recommended denial of these applications. The applicants withdrew their applications prior
to condueting a public hearing before the Board of Commissioners.

The criteria for a Comprehensive Plan amendment and a zone change are listed in Polk County
Zoning Ordinance (PCZO) Sections 115.050 and 111.275. These types of applications require that
the Hearings Officer hold a public hearing, pursuant to PCZO 115.030 and 111.190 and make a
recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. The Board of Commissioners then hold a public
hearing, pursuant to PCZO 115.030 and 111.200, and make a final local decision.




For the current case, a public hearing was conducted with the Hearings Officer on October 15,
2019. The Hearings Officer issued a recommendation of denial on June 1, 2020. A public hearing
before the Board of Commissioners is scheduled for July 22, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. Notice of both
hearings were provided as required by PCZO 111.340 through 111.370. A detailed description of the
applicant’s proposal, the applicable criteria, and associated findings are located in the Hearings Officer
Recommendation. See Exhibit C.

These applications were submitted together and are dependent on each other. Approval of only the
Comprehensive Plan map amendment but not the zone change, ot the zone change but not the
Comprehensive Plan amendment would create a situation where the zoning of the property would
not implement the Comprehensive Plan designation of the property, or vice versa. As a result, staff
recommends that these applications be approved or denied together.

The full record for these applications is available for your review in the Board of Commissioners
Office, under the care of Polk County Legal Counsel.
DISCUSSION/ALTERNATIVES:

After opening the public hearing and receiving testimony, the Board of Commissioners’ options
include the following:

1. Adopt the Hearings Officer’s recommendation findings, included as Exhibit C, and deny the
applications for Plan Amendment (PA) 18-01 and Zone Change (ZC) 18-02; or

2. Adopt additional findings and approve Plan Amendment (PA) 18-01 and Zone Change (2C)
18-02, which would:

A. Change the Comprehensive Plan Map designation of the subject property from Agriculture
to Rural lands; '

B. Adopt an exception to Statewide Planning Goals 3 and 4 that justifies the Comprehensive
Plan Map amendment change from Agriculture to Rural lands;

C. Change the Zoning Map designation of the subject property from Exclusive Farm Use
(EFU) to Agriculture and Forestry-10 Acre (AF-10); or

3. Other action.

FISCAL IMPACTS:

No fiscal impacts to the County have been identified.

EXHIBTS:

Exhibit A - Map of the Subject Properties: Current Designations

Exhibit B - Map of the Subject Properties: Proposed Designations
Exhibit C - Polk County Hearings Officer Recommendation



uoRIeldisuIsiL IO ‘asnsiw 2qIssod ‘sJols dew Aue

10} s|qIsuodsa; 10U §| Aunod ay) sesodind BulAeans 1o 'Guusaubus
|eBa| 10} 2/gBYNS @4 Jo ‘0] pasedasd usaq aaey jou Aew pue sesod.nd
[BUOREULIOMNI Jo) 51 9npoid Siy | "Sanlaloe |ejuswwaach sy Woddns o)
soseqelep aydeiBoab AJunoy Wiod sy wol paonposd sem dew st

6L0Z/12/8 =red

_ P i
ot o00k cone | vl oor
W 513 e g
BOE L3
e LOLTTLEZ V'L
e 4y 1539 681} P —
or
b
k13 (L1} 1)
o oo o ELs " 2
- . Lae at =
vIHYG - (N43) #sn wied sasnjox3
i v : B B
L9 LTI I UGHELBISa(] BUUSy JUSIny
ozz §09TLYLEL anynouly
' [LoReuBISaq Ueld GOy Juslng
o2 4] )
I . - ez S31LNIdOYd LO3rans
%
| - Z09L YL
e e c0eLpL L ax 1s39 5641
- a4 1s38 1611
1% 02T
B S | i oot
oK
_ sual wr o
-0
- e -
o STOERETRED N\ N

(7n-01 . "7 0 1 N=-01 WA CNNIIYNRDICTA TNIMMNN



G RLl CLT LUy I T T S e s memem = e

‘uoyeleldisUrsIw 10 ‘asnsjw a|qissod ‘siols dew Aue

1oy 2)gisu0ds sl 10U 8] A4unod 8y ‘sesedind Bukeains Jo ‘Bupseuifue
efa| Jo) 81q)ns 89 10 10} paledaid useq aasy jou Aew pue sascdind
JeUlRULIO] S0 S1jonpoad SIYL "SelIATOE [ejualillaacE s)t Hoddns o)
seseqeiep aydelBosl QUROD-H|od sU) wol) paonpold sem dew siy|

610¢/1€/8 *=ed

VI

ne

ar

pok oeep e{ o
ﬁlf\ SHo as 0a e
oL Ll
ne LOLILEZ YL
e @y 1s38 682} -
00k ILET L
e
A a0t o e o =
wn Z,
o3 {0l-4v) 9.0y usj -Aisale pue aumnouby
i L9 L PL YL "Uoneubsar] BUlloy pasodo]
: #0a 1L ¥LtL Heubiss( BUlozZ p d
wzz S091LYLTL spue feiny = e
[UcneuDlseq Ue]d dWon) pascdold
oz Wiz ooz SALH3J0ud 103rdns /ﬂ
| - Z00IL¥L YL
e b —— ad 1538 sell -
ad 1s38 61}
bt s
* o
ZOYE
. _ I E] - o
4]
w I =
T
o
pre
e @
l.l.lll.ll - oy w0z @Q@
O A THOI SR G / / PR
\77 [, 1] —

(7n-01 A7 0 1N=-01 WA} ONINIIYRAIQTA AN ANM A




—_—

E-O VL ]

EXHIBIT C

ECEIVE
JUN 012020

POLK COUNTY

BEFORE THE PLANNING DIVISION  CoMmuNITY DEVELOPMENT

FOR POLK COUNTY, OREGON
In the Matter of the Applications of: File No: PA 18-01, ZC 18-02

Simmons Family Properties, LLC, HEARING RECOMMENDATION
Christopher and Kimberly Gray,
Kevin Stone, and Jonathan and
Tamera Pugmire

L SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
A. BACKGROUND

This matter arose on the applications of Wallace Lien, attorney on behalf of the Simmons Family
Properties, LLC, Christopher and Kimberly Grey, Kevin Stone, and Jonathan and Tamera Pugmire
(“Applicants) to make a Comprehensive Plan amendment and a Zoning Map amendment for
seven (7) contignous parcels comprising an approximately 228 acre arca (subject properties). The
subject properties are currently designated Agriculture on the Comprehensive lan Map and
Exclusive farm Use (EFU) on the Zoning Map. The Applicants are proposing to change the
Comprehensive Plan designation of the subject properties to Rural Lands and the zoning fo
Agriculture and Foresiry-10 Acre (AF-10). The Applicants’ request requires an exception to
Statewide Planning Goal 3 (Agricultural Lands) and Goal 4 (Forest Lands). The Applicants have
requested an exception fo these Goals under the “irrevocably committed” goal exception criteria.

The subject property owners previously snbmiited similar applications in 2014, identified as
planning files PA 14-01" and ZC 14-02. After conducting a public hearing, the! Polk County
Hearings Officer issued a recommendation to the Polk County Board of Commissioners that these
applications be denied. This recommendation was primarily based on insufficient evidence to
demonstrate that the subject propetties ate not capable of producing agricultural or forest products,
and insufficient evidence to demonstrate how the relationship between adjoining uses and the
subject properties has made farm or forest uses thereon impracticable, and that approval of the
exceptions would not commit neighboring resource zoned prop erties to non-resource uses.

As a result of the Hearings Officer’s denial recommendation, the Applicants withdrew their
applications i order to further study and address the deficiencies identified by the Hearings
Officer. Although these are new applications, the Applicants have requested that the Record for
PA 14-01 and ZC 14-02 be incorporated into the record for these curtent applications. The
Applicants contend that because most of the factual material from the previous applications were
nnchallenged and uncontroversial, it should stand as sufficient evidence to support the certain
factual propositions without the need to repeat that evidence in the cutrent case. Because the
Applicants are tequesting to utilize the Hearings Officet’s previous findings, in part, the Hearings
Officer has structured this decigion to include, “Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings”,
“Applicant’s Additional Findings”, and “Hearings Officer’s Current Findings”.

\

\
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1. PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The current applications were submitted on December 14, 2018. An incomplete letter was sent by
Staff on January 11, 2019, requesting additional information to farther address certain Goals and
Policies within the Polk County Comprehensive Plan (PCCP), and to provide an updated
Transportation Impact Analysis (TIA) for consistency with the Transportation Planning Rule
(TPR) and the Polk County Design Standards for a Transportation Impact Analysis. On March 19,
2019, the Applicants provided additional information into the record, at which time Staff deemed
the applications complete. The Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development

(DLCD) notice was sent via email on August 6, 2019.
2. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND ZONING DESIGNATIONS:

Location Comprehensive Plan Designation Zoning Designation
Subject Properties Agriculture Exclusive farm Use
Property North Agriculture Exclusive Farm Use
Property South | - Rural Lands Acreage Residential- Five Acre
Property East Agriculture and Rural Lands A cgﬁgzuﬁzgggﬁﬁﬁgiev?gcre
Property West Farm Forest and Agriculture Efﬁlﬁ?{feo%zigﬁse

2018 Polk Couniy Aerial Photograph of the subject properties.

Page 2 of 124 — PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Hearing Decision and Recommendation
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3. PARCEL SIZE:
Seven (7) contiguous parcels that are approximately 228 acres.
4. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:

The subject properties, located one (1) property south of the intersection of Orchard Heights Road
and Best Road, consist of seven (7) legal parcels comprising approximately 228 acres of land in
four (4) separate ownerships as follows: Simmons Family Properiies, LLC owns four (4)
contignous parcels which comprise an approximately 120.0 acre tract (Tax Lots 601, 604 and 605
in T7S, R4W, Section 14, and Tax Lot 100 in T7S, R4W, Section 23); Kevin Stone owns one (1)
parcel containing approximately 20.0 actes (T785, R4W, Section 23, Tax Lot 101); Christopher &
Kimberly Gray own one (1) parcel containing approximately 45.0 acres (T7S, R4W, Section 14,
Tax Lot 602); and Jonathan & Tamara Pugmire own one (1) parcel containing approximately 43.7
acres (T7S, R4W, Section 14, Tax Lot 603).

The subject propetties were lawfully created pursuant to Polk County Subdivision and Partition
Ordinance Section 91.950(1)(b), arriving at their current configuration through a series of
partitions identified as LP 05-20, LP 05-22, and LP 05-23, and memoriatized in Polk County
Partition Plats 2006-0027 through 2006-0029. Staff notes that Parcel 3 of Partition Plat 2006-0029
(Tax Lot 102 in T7S, R4W, Section 23) has not been included in the applications and is not
considered to be part of the exception area comprising the subject properties.

The partition approvals identified as LP 05-20, LP 05-22, and LP 05-23 became effective May 3,
2006. These land partition approvals were made possible by three (3) Oregon Ballot Measure 37
Claims (2004), hereinafter referred to as Measure 37, identified as M 05-09, M 05-13, and M 05-
14, and vesting determinations for the land partitions were made in Polk County Planning Division
file numbers VRD 09-03 with respeet to LP 05-23, VRD 09-02 with respect to LP 05-22, and VRD
09-01 with respect to LP 05-20, Following the Measure 37 Claims and corresponding vested rights
determinations, a suite of Oregon Ballot Measure 49 (2007), hereinafter referred to as Measure 49,
claims were submitted to DLCD, which resulted in three (3) Measure 49 Final Order and Home
Site Authorizations (Final Order). Claim H132890 was divided into three (3) claims, recognizing
the separate ownerships of the subject properties at that time. Claim H132890A refers to Tax Lat
600 and claimants Nina Simmons, Wayne Simmons and Allen Simmons; Claim H132890B refers
to 1 Tax Lot 601 and claimants Wayne Simmons and Allen Simmons; and, Claim H132890C refers
toa Tax Lot 100 and claimants Nina Simmons, Wayne Simmons and Allen Simmons. Final Orders
arising from thesc three (3) Claims provided for two (2) dwellings (Tax Lots 602 and 603) in
connection with Claim H132890A, for zero (0) dwellings in connectjon with Claim 1328908,
and for three (3) dwellings in connection with Claim H132890C. The Final Orders 1'efe1‘eﬂced
above authorized five (5) dwellings on the parcels vested under Measure 37. Of the five (5)
authorized dwellings under Measuye 49, three (3) have been built. These dwellings are on Tax Lots
602 and 603 in T7S, RAW, Section 14 and Tax Lot 101 in T7S, R4W, Section 23, Based on a
review of the Polk County Cominunity Development and Assessor records, the subject propertics
currently contain a total of three (3) dwellings.

Based on a review of the Polk County Significant Resource Area (SRA) Map, the subject properties
have no inventoried significant resources. Based on the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) panel number 41053C0275F, dated December 19, 2006,
the subject properties are focated outside of the Special Flood Hazard Area. There are no historic sites
or Greenway areas located on the subject properties. Based on a review of the National Wetland
Inventory (NWI) map, Rickreall quadrangle, the middle fork of the McNary Branch of Mud Slongh
abuts the northwest corner of the subject properties, but does not appear to be located on the subject
properties based on Stafl’s review of LIDAR imagery, accessed through Polk County’s Geographic

Information System (GIS).

Page 4 of 124 ~PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Hearing Decision and Recommendation
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Table 1: Soil characteristics of the subject properties as identified in the Natural Resources

. Conservation Service (NRCS) Soil Survey of Polk County, Oregon utilizing the Polk

County Geographic Informatien System (GIS)’

Soil | Soil Name Soil High-Value | Forest Aeres

Type Class Productivity

61C | Ritner Gravely Silty Clay [ IVS No 143 4.0
JL.oam

61D | Ritner Gravely Silty Clay | VIS No 143 3.8
Loam

61E | Ritner Gravely Silty Clay | VIS No 143 83.3
Loam

36C | Jory Silty Clay Loam TIE Yes 172 23.3

36D | Jory Silty Clay Loam 1ITE Yes 172 21.1

52C | Nekia Silty Clay Loam | IIE Yes 157 54.2

52D | Nekia Silty Clay Loam 11K Yes 157 20.0

52E Nekia Sility Clay Loam IVE No 157 18.6

TOTAL: 2293

Based on Polk County’s soil report for the subject properties, the subject properties contain
approximately 51,7% high-value farmland soils as defined in ORS 215.710. Approximately 61.6%
of the soils on the properties are Class I-IV. The subject properties contain soils that are also
considered productive forestry soils. Those soils on the subject properties are cable of annually
producing an average of approximately 154 cubic fest of wood fiber per acre.

During the review for PA 14-01 and ZC 14-02, the Applicants submitted two independent soil
studies with the applications materials that disagree with the mapped soil units on the NRCS Soil
Survey shown in the table above. The first soil study was completed by Joel A, Norgren, CP3S in
April ‘and July of 2011, The Norgren soils report was updated in February, 2014 by Andy
Gallagher, CPSS. While both soils scientists modified the share of soils in each capability class
mapped by the NRCS, and mapped new Witzel soils on the subject properties, the Norgren and
Gallagher soils studies both indicate a predominance of agricultural soils (Class I-IV).

SERVICES; ‘

Access: The subject propetties take access from Best Road via an existing driveway and
eascments. Best Road is identified as a Minor Collector in the Polk County
Transportation Systems Plan, Figure 3.

Water/Sewer: The Applicants state that two shares for water hoolaips have been purchased from
the Orchard Heights Water District. Water would also be obtained from on-site
wells. The subject propetties would be served by on-site sewage disposal systems
{septic systems).

School: Salerm School Disirict 321
Fire: Qalem Suburban RFPD
Police: Polk County Sheriff

1 Disclaimer: Information is based on NRCS soil information & Polk Commty Tax Assessment
data. Tlus information is provided for land use planning puiposes only. Polk County 1s not
responsible for map errors, omissions, misuse, of misinten retation. Peicent and totdl

calculations are based on Staff measurements using the Polk County GIS.

Page 5 of 124 - PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Hearing Decision and Recommendation
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B. COMMENTS RECEIVED

Prior to the hearing, five comments were received into the record. One comment received was
from Salem-Keizer Public schools identifying projecied increased enrollment and financial
impacts on the Salem-Keizer School District as a result of potential development associated with
these applications. Another comment received was from the Oregon Department of Land
Conservation and Development, who recommended denial of these applications because ihe
subject propetties are not irrevocably committed. Comments identify relevant Case Law, a
description of smirounding propetties, right-to-farm protection laws, and statements that thete is
insufficient evidence to address OAR 660-004-0018. The other three comments received prior to
the hearing were from neighboring propeity owners who expressed concern aboui how the
proposed development could impact their well and water supply, specific concerns about whether
their well was tested, and whether or not the subject parcel was Irrevocably Committed.

IL PUBLIC HEARING

A duly advertised hearing was held on October 15, 2019, at the Polikc County Courthouse. Notice
was mailed to property owners located within 750 feet of the outside perimeter of the subject
property on August 6, 2019, Notice was printed in the local Itemizer-Observer newspaper on
Augnst 14, 2019, Notice was posted on the subject property on or prior to September 25, 2019.
(Note: The Board of Commissioners public hearing was originally scheduled for November 20,

2019 but was postponed and has not yet been rescheduled.)

The Hearings Officer called the hearing to order at the appointed hour. There were no objections
as to notice or jurisdiction. The Hearings Officer announced she had no conflict of interest or ex
parie contact. Staff recited the applicable review and decision criteria and recommended denial

of these applications.

At the hearing the Applicants’ representative, Wallace Lien spoke in favor of the applications. Mr.
Lien relied on the 2014 applications submitted by the Applicants along with additional evidence
and argument introduced into this record to support the application. Myma Simmons spoke in
favor of the applications. Pat Wheeler, Mimi Castille, and Sarah Duemling presenied oral
testimony against the applications. Written testimony was also received at hearing against the
applications, Tamara and Jonathan Pugmire presented testimony not in favor or against the
applications. There was a request for a continuance by the Applicants but then after an additional
request to keep the record open, the Applicant withdrew the request for a continnance,

The Hearings Officer granted the request to keep the record open. The Hearings Officer declared
there would be an open record period for 30 days, ending on November 12, 2019 at 5:00 pm. Then
a rebuttal period (anyone could rebut new evidence) for fourteen days, closing on November 26,
2019. Then the Applicant only, would have an additional seven-day rebuttal period, closing the
record on December 3, 2019 at 5:00 pm. Thereupon the hearing was declared adjourned, but the

record remained open.

The Hearings Officer did reccive timely additional public testimony into the record. The written
testimony was reviewed and is a part of this record. During the open record period, the Hearings
Officer teceived a Notice of Withdrawal and Motion to Strike testimony pteviously received by
Jonathan and Tamara Pugmire. The Hearings Officer will address this Motion below.

The Heatings Officer also received timely vebuttal evidence into the record. Mr. Lien raised
objections to rebuttal testimony offered by Denmling, Malone, and Mulkey. The Hearings Officer
will address those objections below.

The Applicant submitted timely rebuttal testimony into the record.

No other testinony was received into the record and it was thereupon closed on December 3, 2019
at 5:00 pm.

i

Page 6 of 124 - PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Heaving Decision and Recommendation



S NI, N TR N JOR g

— et ek
Ity — o0

—t
Wh

By D b et e bt
— S AND 0D =1 O

I e
BNRERER

29

30
31
32
33
34
35

6
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

. EVIDENTIARY RULINGS REGARDING WRITTEN TESTIMONY

A. Notice of Withdrawal and Motion to Strike

On November 8, 2019, during the Open Record Period Jonathan Pugmire and Tamara Pugmire
filed a Notice of Withdrawal of Arguments and Motion to Strilce Evidence from the Record.
Jonathan and Tamara Pugmire requested that their testimony given during the public hearing and
the letters submitted into the Record be withdrawn and “no credence or weight” be given to their
avidence and to the extent allowable by law they move to have all testimony and written evidence
stricken. Giiven that Jonathan and Tamara Pugmire’s evidence at the hearing and during the open
record period was properly introduced into the record, the Hearings Officer will not strike nov
withdraw the comments. However, the Hearings Officer also understands that Jonathan and
Tamara Pugmire have requested that their previously, properly submitted testimony be given no
weight. The Hearings Officer will grant that request and will not give the Pugmire testimony or
evidence any weight or credence as they have so requested.

B. Objections to Rebuttal Evidence

Mr. Lien raised objections to evidence submitted by Deumling, Malone, and Mulkey during the
Rebuttal period. Mr. Lien argued that the testimony and exhibits they sought to introduce were
inappropriate as he considered it new evidence and not rebuttal evidence, Mr. Lien moved that
their submissions be rejected and not allowed in the record. He also argued that if admitted, it
would be a violation of Applicants’ due process rights because they only had one week to provide

final argument.

The Hearings Officer reviewed the comments submitted by Deumling, Malone, and Mulkey during
the Rebuttal period and finds that their comments contain both rebuttal evidence as well as new
evidence that was not previously submitted in the record. It would be challenging for the Hearings
Officer (as well as on review) to parse out “new” vs. “rebuttal” evidence within the comments
submitted by Denmling, Malone, and Mulkey on November 26, 2019. For that reason, the
Hearings Officer will sustain Mr. Lien’s objections 1o the testimony and evidence submitted by
Deumling, Malone, and Mulkey on November 26, 2019 during the rebuttal period.

IV. REVIEW & DECISION CRITERIA

The review and decision criteria for a Polk County Comprehensive Plan (PCCP) Map amendment
and a Zoning Map amendment are provided nnder Polk County Zoning Ordinance (PCZO)
Sections 115.050 and 111.275. Under those provisions, the Hearings Officer conducts a public
hearing pursuant to PCZO 111,190 and 115.030 and malkes a recommendation to the Polk County
Board of Commissioners. The Pollk Comnty Board of Cominissioners conducts a public hearing
pursuant to PCZO 111.200 and 115.030 and makes a final local decision.

The Justification Statement submitted December 10, 2018 by the Applicants, along with the
applications for this Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Zoning Map Amendment, requested
that the Record from PA. 14-01 and ZC 14-02 be incorporated here. The Applicants have requested
that the “prior Record should be used only (sic) support of these applications where the evidence
and prior findings were not challenged or disputed. In all other cases, the applications should stand
on its own based on the additional new information and evidence submitted here,” The Applicants
contend that because most of the factual material from the previous applications were unch allenged
and unconiroversial, it should stand as sufficient evidence to support the certain factual
propositions without the need to repeat that evidence in the current case. Because fhe Applicants
have not specifically identified what factual material they believe was unchallenged and
uncontroversial and should stand as sufficient evidence in these applications, the Hearings Officer
incorporates the structure of this Recommendation to include, “Hearings Officer’s Previous
Findings”, “Applicant’s Additional Findings”, and “Hearings Officer’s Findings” to ensure that
she has incorporated the factual material from PA 14-01 and ZC 14-02 that the Applicants have
requested.

Page 7 of 124 — PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Hearing Decision and Recommendation
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1. Findings for Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment; File PA 18-01:

Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan Map must meet ene or more of the following
eriteria: [PCZ0 115.050(A)]*

A. The Comprehensive Plan designation is no longer appropriate due o changing
conditions in the surrounding area; and [PCZO 115.050(A)(2)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings jn PA 14-01 and ZC 14-02;

Applicant states that portions of the proposed rezone area have traditionally been in Forest Use, some
‘0 Fatm Use and some in neither farm nor forest uses. The PCCP Designation would be modified
from Agriculture to Rural Lands. The impetus for this amendment arises in part from the decline of
the agricultural enterprise resulting from some specific regulations that affected the commercial
viability of large tract farming operations and from changes in the surrounding farm enterprise in the
area. The Simmons have also been the only bona fide farmers to ever farm portions of this land since
World War . The Simmons did not lease out their land when they attempted gooseberries,
strawberries, prunes, cherries, fine fescue, Christmas trees and wheat. All of these crops failed for
various reasons as will be discussed later in the text.

Applicants state that the resultant effects of Ballot Measures 37 and 49 also have a bearing on the
filing of the applications since significant capital fixity was established on the easternmost 128 acres
subject to the applications. The subject property has a residual system of roads resulting from the
prior applications and approval of Ballot Measure 37 claim. All of the roads that can serve all parts
of the property are at the very least "roughed out". The road construction that resulted from the Ballot
Measure 37/49 clais is 4,100 feet long. The property now has a gated access that ariginates on Best
Road. These roads can serve as farm to market roads as well as for everyday access for the residents
and their needs. Blectric power has been extended into the site to serve the Lathan, Stone, and Gray
residences. There is now additional capacity for electric powet to the eastern half of the rezone area.
Fxtensions from existing underground lines can be made to serve existing and future parcels to the
west. In addition, two shares for water hoolaps have been purchased from the Orchard Heights
Water District. There is a potential for four more non-farm dwellings to be established on properties
adjacent to the subject rezone area but the conditions on those properties would likely prevent any
houses from being so close as to interfere with farming activities.

The applicant states that the owners are applying collectively for this change because they ave all
facing the same problem, the land is too diverse to be adapted to large scale farming operations. The
high elevation of the site, with 2 majority over 900 feet above sea level, poses extreme problems for
establishing agricultural uses. Though the elevation enables spectacular scenery and the Coast Range
and the South Willamette Valley, it also affects rainfall, humidity, temperature as well as frost free
days. [A] factor in crop faifure is excessive wind and sun exposure. The Donglas fir Christmas trees
did not develop proper form in areas from the Eola Summit and west due to wind damage and those
east of the summit developed a condition called "sun scald." The higher elevations combined with
the wind reduced the quality of the Christmas trees in almost every growth cycle. [TThe change in
zoning is to allow a transition from large tract monoculture crops such as wheat, grass seed, orchard
crops, Christmas trees and irrigated fruit and berry crops to smaller tract crops aimed at small-scale

farming operations that would appeal to farily farms catering to organic cultivated agriculture (hon-

irrigated) and specialty livestock and poultry operations. No gross eamings from farming have
acerued to any of the participanis in this zoning action since 2004.

An irrevocably committed exception is required to determine the relationship of the subject rezone
atea to the lands surrounding and adjacent to it. The applicants contend that lands adjacent and
nearby have no positive impact on the farming of the subject property. There is no relationship
listorically between the subject rezone areas and the smalier "hobby farms" (the owners have outside

2 The Applicants do not contend that PCZO 115.05 0(A)(1) is applicable here and it is not
addressed in this Hearing Decision.
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jobs such as doctots and surgeons) that border on the east. The farms fo the north that are across
Orchard Heights Road are farmed in conjunction with large fields that have superior soils to those
found on thie subject property. The ridge line north of Orchard Heights Road opens up info a very
Targe contiguous block of farm land in which uniform practices are possible. This is duc o refatively
level topography, deeper well drained soils and larger field sizes.

Applicants say that changing conditions in the surrounding area also affect the types of crops grown.
The Salem Area has had a doubling of the population in the last 50 years with a significant growth
factor in the West Salem portion of Salem and most notably east of the subject property. The demand
for the types of crops grown historically have diminished such as cheiries, prunes, Douglas fir
Christinas trees, grass seed and grain as the yield of these crops also dropped. Some of the processing
facilities for these crops have relocated or closed. The prohibition of itrrigation on the subject property
has been a limiting factor.

According to appticants, the portion of the propetty adjacent to non-farm uses on the southeast and
south used to be in orchard crops and Christmas trees. The farming activities were compatible with
these uses but jn more recent years at least three dwellings were established that are close to active
farming areas. The subject property borders seven such parcels of which three have dwellings. The
overall establishment of non-farm dwellings in the avea does not app avently affect the farming of the
land because they have coexisted for many years without conflict despite field burning and orchard
spraying. One nearby neighbor did have a problem with a well failure but there is no evidence that
the farming of the subject property created that situation. The Hearings Officer does note that the
applicant later made it apparent that surrounding residential uses make spraying for agriculture and
foresiry difficalt.

The applicants argue that the fandamental change has been the move away from large acreage field
crops such as grass seed, grain, orchard crops, nut crops, and Christmas trees to specialty crops.
These new generation of specialty crops include high elevation Noble fir Christmas trees, high value
livestock operations, and wine grapes. Large acreages are not a prerequisite for the success of these
crops nor is irrigation essential for these crops. Changing conditions in the swrounding area also
affect the types of crops grown. The Salem Area has had a doubling of the population in the last 50
years with a significant growth factor in the West Salem portion of Salem and most notably cast of
the subject propetty. The demand for the types of crops grown historically have diminished such as
cherries, prunes, Douglas fir Christmas trees, grass seed and grain as the yield of these crops also
dropped. Some of the processing facilities for these crops have relocated or closed. The prohibition
of frrigation on the subject property has been a limiting factor.

Staff concluded that the applicant is proposing this PCCP Map amendment under the assertion that
the current designation of Agriculture is no longer appropriate due to changing conditions in the
surrounding area. The applicant emphasizes in the proposal that the property owner would like the
flexibility to establish additional acreage resi dential uses on the subject properties, which could allow
small scale specialty agriculture even though it would not be profitable due to the limitations in the
land. The current zoning designation of the sub ject property is EFU, which jmplements the
Agriculture PCCP land designation. The EFU zone allows dwellings when certain farm income, soil
quality or continuous ownership tests are met, but does not list dwellings as an outright permitted
use in the zone, The applicant's proposal would change the zouing of the subject property to AF-10,
which suppoits smal] scale farm and forest uses. The proposed Rural Lands PCCP designation and
AF-10 Zoning designation would also allow the property owners to establish dwellings on the subject
properties outright without having to prove tenure or demonstrate adequate farm incote.

The PCCP states that designated "Agriculture Lands" are generally large holdings with few non-
farm uses. Diverse terrain around Pollke County offers a variety of commodities that can be locally
growt, Farmers can produce grain o livestock in level areas, set up orchards, vineyards and pastures
on the hills; or develop woodiots on the foothills [Page 5 of the PCCP]. The applicant states that the
subject propetties were originally part of a larger tract of land owned by the Simmons family since
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World Wat L The Simmons family actively farmed the tract, growing gooscberries, strawbeiries,
prunes, cheries, fine fescue grass, Christmas trees and wheat, with little success.

Statements by the applicant indicate that parcelization of lands in the vicinity of the subject properties
has resulted in an ownership pattern that precludes the management of small farm holdings as larget
farm units and has led to the proliferation of small scale specialty fanms. Staff notes that the nearest
large agricultural operations to the subject propertics are Christmas tree farms and vineyards. Using
9011 Aerial Photographs and GIS measuring tools, Staff estimated the size of the largest agricultural
operations in the vicinity of the subject properties. Fola Hills Wine Cellars' Legacy Estate Vineyard
has approximately 75 acres of vineyard planted on an approximately 162 acre property iinmediately
west of the subject properties; Domaine Drouhin Oregon, Inc. has approximately 140 acres of
vineyard planted on four adjacent parcels fotaling approximately 278 acres abouta mile northeast of
the subject properties; Doubletrees Land & Timber, LLC has approximately 120 acres of Christmas
trees planted on an approximately 170-acre property about one third of a mile southeast of the subject
properties; Schudel Enterprises, LLC owns approximately 198 acres imnmediately west of the
Domaine Drouhin Oregon, Inc. and grows Cluistmas trees on approximately 185 of those acres; and,
across Orchard Heights Road from the ‘'subject properties Charles and Andrea Hatchette own ten’
contignous tax lots comprising approximately 147 acres with over 100 acres of Christmas trees.
Growing specialty crops at a larger scale generally means lower input costs, and more predictability

at harvest.

Land use changes on propetties in the vicinity of the subject properties generally could support the
applicant's statements regarding the proliferation of small scale farms in the area. Staff developed a
table [set out on pages 7 and 8 of the Staff report] to characterize the nature of specialty agriculture
in the vicinity of the subject properties, The 2014 Polk County Assessor's Office records were
referenced for the assessed values of land and structures located on EFU lands within 1,000 feet of
the subject propetties to help cvaluate whether nearby lands are primarily used for agricultural or
residential purposes. Thete is no evidence demonstrating whether or not surrounding properties are
able to make a profit in money from agriculture. Therefore, to help undersiand whether or not
surrounding small farm operations rise to the level of a commercial farm where there is the intent to
make a profit in money, one can assume that propertics engaged primarily in agriculture generally
have higher assessed vahies for land relative to structures thereon.

Of the 2] properties zoned EFU within 1,000 feet of the subject properties, eight have higher assessed
values for siructures than for the underlying land. Two of the properties for which land is assessed
at a higher value than the structures thereon are not receiving farm deferrals, which would inflate the
assessed value of those lands. Whether or not a propeity qualifies for special assessment for farm
nse is not necessarily an indicator as to whether or not the property is capable of making in profit in
motey from farm use, Staff observes that flwee of the 12 nearby EFU properties having higher
assessed values for land than for stmctures ave vacant. Accordingly, it can be argued that, within
1,000 feet of the subject properiies, there are neatly as mary small scale farm among EFU properties
with residences than there are farge commercial farming operations. A majority of the EFU lands to
the north and west of the subject properties are, or could be, large commercial scale farms. The
applicant has characterized the propetiies to the east as "hobby" farms. A definition of a "hobby"
farm from Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is generally accepted to mean that there is no intention by
the farm opetator to make a profit from agricultural activities.® Staff observes that EFU zoned
properties near the subject property that have higher assessed values for structuges than for the
undetlying land and may qualify as hobby farms by this definition. Without economic data for the
surrounding propetties, Staff made the assumption that agricultural income would not be sofficient
to support the costs of dwellings and other structural improvements on those lands. Therefore, capital
derived from sources ofher than farm income from these neighboring properties would be necessary

3 FS-2007-18, Business or Hobby? Answer Has Implications for Deductions, Internal Revenue
Service, (April 2007), htips://www.irs. gov/nac/Business-or-Hobby%3F-Answer-Has-
Lmplications-for-Deductions, viewed 10/19/15.
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to construct and maintain the dwellings and structures, leading one to conclude that agriculiural
activities thereon are ancillary to the residential uses. This does not in itself allow the conciusion that
surrounding properties are pot capable of or are not cutrently making a profit in money from
agriculture; only that it may not be the primary activity or use of the land.

Measure 37 claims were made on two properties adjoining the subject propetties. One of the Measure
37 claims was sncceeded by Measure 49 Order No. E132401, which recognized two additional
parcels for Tax lot 200 in T7S, R4W, Section 23. A second Measure 37 claim on an approximately
104 acre parcel, identified as Tax Lot 601 in T7S, R4W, Section 23, adjacent to the southwest corner
of the subject properties authorized two additional parcels pursvant to a Measure 37 Claim (M06-~
249), and two additional dwellings pursuant to a Measure 49 Final Order (H134231). Pursuit-of
potential land entitlements under Measures 37 and 49 are emblematic of a trend fowards a growing
number smaller agricultural parcels occurring in the vicinity of the subject propetties over the past
several decades. This has resulted in a diversification of farming on a small scale with equine stables,
Christmas tree farms, grass seed growers, wood lots, and vineyards and wineries operating within a
thousand feet of the subject properties. Recent changes on these nearby propertics exemplify the
shift to small scale specialty agriculture. Cubanisimo Vineyards began with a partition of a 32-acre
parcel into a 20-acre parcel and a }2-acre parcel in 1978 (Polk County Planning File SE 78-18),
followed by a farm dwelling approval in 1989 (Polk County Planning File FD 89-16). A conditional
use permit approved wine sales and marketing as a home occupation in 2004 (Polk County Planning
File CU 04-21), including four events attracting up to 300 visitors. Another commercial winery was
established within the past 10 years adjacent to the subject properties. Eola Hills Winery purchased
a large parcel immediately west of the subject properties which was the subject of Plan Amendment
and Zone Change applications in 2010 (PA 10-05 and ZC 10-06, respectively) to change the plan
designation from Forest to Farm Forest and change the zoning designation from Timber
Conservation (TC) to Farm Forest Overlay (FFO). A subsequent land use application (LUD 13-11)
was approved to establish a winery at what is now known as the Legacy Estate Vineyard. The winery
offers wine tasting, company picnics and wedding ceremonies at their Iegacy Estate Vineyard
location.

The elevation of the subject properties is between 900 and 1,060 feet with steep slopes to the west
and south originating from a high point at the southern end of the Bola Hills. According to the
applicant, this geography creates more challenging conditions for crop cultivation than properties
that have been successful at cstablishing commercial vineyards and Christmas tree farms. Wind
exposure is high since this southern promontory of the Fola Hills is in the path of coastal winds
passing through the Van Duzer Gap. Moreover, the subject properties are located on the south side
of a promontory, so they receive more incident solar radiation than other arcas of Potk County. The
applicant states that a combination of solar exposure on stesp south facing slopes and steady winds
miale raising crops on the subject properties impracticable because elevated rates of transpiration
sap available soil moisture, which stunts growth and leads to crop failures. The slope, aspect and
elevation of the subject properties has contributed to crop faitures resulting from cool temperatures
that discourage pollinators, heavy rains precipitated fiom orographic lifting of clouds up the Eola
Hills, and constant wind damaging and stressing plants. Staff evaluated the applicant's siatements
and concurs that while the subject properties are predominantly comprised of soils that characterize
agricultural land, consistent with OAR. 660-033-0030, site constraints related to slope, aspect,
excessive wind and abundant sun exposure limit the ability of the subject properties to produce
commetcial agricultural crops. The Hearings Officer does not entirely disagree, even though the
applicant has not conclusively shown how these factors would not similaly limit agricufteral
activities on property zoned Agriculture and Forestry-10. The Hearings Officer also is mindful that
while that zone permits placement of a residence as a matier of right, there is no requirement that
any actual agricultural/forest activity be undertaken. '

Over the past decade a series of land partitions of the original Simmons holdings, identified as Polk
County Planning authorizations LP 05-20, LP 05-22, and LP 03-23, and memorialized in Partition
Plats 2006-0027 through 2006-0029, have resulted in the current configurations of the subject
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properties. These recent land partitions were made possible by three Measure 37 Claims (identified
as Polk County Measure 37 authorizations M 05-09, M 03-13, and M 05-14). Subsequent vesting
determinations by Polk County Planning Division, identified as Polk County file numbers VRD 09~
01 through VRI) 09-03, upheld these Measure 37 parfitions. The Measure 37 partitions of the subject
properties created six parcels to bring the total number of parcels to nine. Following the Measure 37
claims and corresponding vested rights determinations, a suite of Measure 49 claims were submitted,
which resulted in three Measure 49 Final Order and Home Site Authorizations (Final Order)
approved by DLCD. The Final Orders referenced above authorized five dwellings on the patcels
vested nunder Measure 37. Of the five authorized dwellings under Measure 49, three have been built.
These dwellings are an Tax Lots 602 and 603 in T7S, R4W, Section 14 and Tax Lot 101 in T7S,
R4W, Section 23. Based on a review of the Polk County Assessot records, the subject propertics
cutrently contain a total of three dwellings.

Applicant contends that the subject properties are compatible with the properties in the vicinity and
that the subject propetties cannot reasonably or feasibly be utilized for farm or forest use by
themselves or in conjunction with adjoining properties. Division of the subject properties following
Measure 37 claims made by various membets of the Simmons family, and the construction of three
dwellings on its eastern pottion have broken up the ownership of what was once an approximately
267-acre facm mnit. The parcelization and establishment of infrastructure to service the three new
dwellings on the subject properties has made achieving economies of scale for agticulture difficult.
Furthermore, the applicant contends that water, power and septic lines that connect the dwellings to
domestic services have been placed underground, rendering the management of the land for
agriculture impractical since the land cannot be tilled without interfering with this buried residential
infrastructire, Roads serving existing dwellings on the subject properties are aligned so that they
interfare with the ordetly tilling of soil, and are gravel surfaced for residential use. Farm activities
such as ripping, disking, seeding and spraying require large, uniform fields to be done efficiently.
Gravel driveways crossing the middle of the subject propeities, both vertically and horizontally,
conflict with the efficient management of essential soil preparation and crop protection activities.

Applicant states that the demand for crops grown historically have diminished, crops such as
cherries, prunes, Douglas fir Christmas trees, grass seed and grain, as the yield of these crops also
dropped. Some of the processing facilities for these crops have relocated or closed. The applicant
also states that prohibition of irvigation on the subject property and physical characteristics of the
site have been a limiting factor in the ability to profitably manage the subject properties for
agriculture. These factors coupled with the development that occurred under Measures 37 and 49 on
the subject properties and former farm unit are changing conditions, Applicant confends that the AL
10 zone could be compatible with surrounding land uscs and also would enable the applicant to
develop larger acreage home sites where the occupant could manage the property for a range of
specialty farm uses as a hobby even though the land is not suitable to make a profit in money from
farm use. Bascd on the above, Staff concluded the applications could comply with this criterion.
When these facts provided by the proponents are evaluated along with the testimony and evidence
provided during the public hearing process, the Hearings Officer is not convinced.

Apnlicant’s Additional Findings:

This proposed plan map amendment from Agriculture to Rural Lands must meet at least one ofthe
fhree criteria stated in PCZO 115.050(A) which are 1) that the plan designation is ertoneous and
needs to be corrected; or 2) the plan designation is no longer appropriate due to changing
conditions in the surrounding area; or 3) the purpose of the plan will be better carried out due to
the proposals conformance to the plan and zone.

The applications assert that the Agriculture plan designation is no longer appropriate due to
changing conditions in the surrounding areas. In addition, the applications assett that the purpose
of the plan will be better carried out due to the proposals conformance to the plan and zone (this
factor will be addressed separately below).
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This aspect of the justification corresponds to the irrevocably commitfed exception that will be
used to justify this plan change, and which is discnssed in detail below. The West Salem Hills in
the area surrounding the subject properties has changed significantly over the past 30 years since
the plan designation was applied, and now has an entively different land use character than it did
when the EFU plan designation was applied. The parcelization, and the influx of homes combined
with the disintegration of farm and forest uses contribute to the dramatic change in the land use
character of this area. The decline of agricultural enterprises resulted, among other things, from
specific regulations that affected the commercial viability of large tract farming operations and
from changes in the swrounding farm enterprise in the area. The applicants are applying
collectively for this change because they are all facing the same problem, the land is too diverse
to be adapted to commercial farming operations. The conditions that surround a property affect
the ability and the will to farm. The types of practices that a farmer can employ are affected by
what surround the subject rezone area.

'Phe Land Use Inventory (Exhibit V attached fo the Justification Statement) points out that today
71% of the parcels in the surrounding area have single family homes constructed on them. The
average parcel size in the surrounding avea is only 12.07 acres, and 77% of the parcels in the area
are less than 10 acres in size. 45% of the parcels in the atea are not in farm or forest use and do
not have any tax deferral benefits,

This area contains some of the most valuable homes in the Willamette Valley. 21 of the parcels in
this avea are valued at over $1,000,000, nearly 10% of the entire study area. 82 more of the parcels
in the study area are vaiued at mote than $500,000, which is over $38% more of the parcels in the
gtudy area. Combined, parcels in the study area that have valuation of over $500,000 is 103,
meaning over 48% of the parcels in the study area are very high value home sites.

In addition, there is a high peicentage (48.8%) of parcels in the study area where the assessed value
of the structures on the property exceed the assessed value of the land in the property. As noted
above, the IRS definition of a “hobby farm®, is where the value of the house and outbuilding on a
property exceed the vatue of the land itself. The assumption is then made that the capital
investment for the parcel is derived from some source other than production of revenue from the
sale of agricultural products. This percentage of hobby farms is much higher than it was 10, 20 or
30 years ago when the plan designation was first applied to the stndy area.

Combine all these current facts, and the change in the plan designation seems clear. The
Agriculture plan designation, while once valid in the early 1980's, is no longer appropriate due to
these identified changing conditions in the surrounding area. In addition, moving forward info the
future planning horizon, this area is better directed to the creation of rural home sites that are over
10 acres in size in order to provide the highest and best use of the land. The Applicants submitted
additional material during the Open Record period to support a finding that the Agricultural Plan
designation is no longer appropriate.

The Applicants contend the applications comply with both sections 2 and 3 of the plan amendment
approval criteria, and therefore should be approved.

Hearings Officer Findings:

For the purpose of this decision, the Hearings Officer finds that the evidence fo demonstrate
compliance with this criteria should be focused on “...changing conditions in the surrounding area”,
as specified by PCZ0O 115.050(A)(2). The Heatings Officex’s evaluation of PCZO 115.050(A)(3)

is addressed below.

The Applicants assert that the Agriculture Comprehensive Plan designation is no longer appropriate
for the subject properties because of increased parcelization and residential development on
surrounding lands, making it impractical for the subject properties to be managed for farm use
with an intent to make a profit in money. The Applicants argue that “hobby farms” with smaller
scaled specialized crops and livestock are more suitable for the area due to markets moving away

from large acreage field crops.
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The evidence relied upon for increased “hobby farms™ in the area is based on the above referenced
IRS definition and an updated 2,571 acre study area of surrounding properties, which contains
information on zoning designations, parcel size, number of dwellings, and assessed values of the
land verses structures. The provided Land Use Inventory further summarizes the “Impacts of uses
on adjacent property that affect farm/forest practices on subject property” and the “Relationship
between subject rezone area and adjacent property” for all contiguous tax lots to the subject
properties.

The Applicants’ designation of a “habby farm” largely relies upon an evaluation of whether or not
a property has higher assessed value for the land or structures. This assumption implies that
agricultural income would not be sufficient to support the costs of dwellings and other structural
improvements on those lands. Therefore, capital derived from sources other than farm income
would be necessary to construct and maintain the dwellings and structures, leading to the
conclusion that agriculture activities are ancillary and subordinate to the residential nses on
surrounding properties, In the previous proceedings, the Hearings Officer did not agree with these
assumptions and stated, “This does not itself allow the conclusion that surrounding properties are
not capable of or are not currently making a profit in money from agriculture; only that it may not
be the primary activity or use of the land.” The Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) hag also
agreed with this position in Lovinger v. Lane County, 36 Or LUBA 1 (1999), when it was
determined that a Goal 3 commitfed exception cannot be justified based on & finding that
“commercial farming” is impracticable on the subject property. LUBA also determined that a Goal
3 committed exception cannot be justified simply because the property is not capable of supporting
an economically self-sufficient agricultural operation, or simply because a reasonable farmer could
not make a living entirely from agricultural use of the land, Farm nses that do not meet these

thresholds ave still protected by Goal 3.

During the review for FA 14-01 and ZC 14-02, findings stated that, “The Simmons have also been
the only bona fide farmers to ever farm portions of this land since World War [” and “No gross
earnings from farming have accrued to any of the participants in this zoning action. since 20047,
These findings may now be invalid, as Staff found conflicting evidence that demonstrates at least
two (2) of the subject properties are cutrently employed in farm use with an intent to make a profit
in money. Staff reviewed Polk County’s Community Development records and fomnd two @
Agriculiure Bxemption Permits for two (2) of the subject properties (Tax Lots 602 and 603 in T78,
RAW, Section 14). Polk County’s Agriculturc Exemption Petmit yequires applicant’s to “Be
specific in describing your farm or forest enterprise, size of operation, and anmual profit.” One of
the Agriculture Exemption Pertnits was issued for Tax Lot 602 on March 6, 2017, which indicates
that the farm operation consisted of 20 acres of fescue fhat was switched to orchard grass in 2016,
with an annual profit of more than $10,000. Prior to the Public Hearing, written testimony was
submitted into the record that Mr. Julian Lafayette is a prass seed farmer that curently farms a
total of 45 acres of the subject property (the land owned by Pugmires, the Grays, and the Lathens),
and grows Orchard Grass which docs well. The other Agriculture Bxemption permit was issued
for Tax Lot 603 on Fuly 12, 2018, which indicates that the farm enterprise consists of horse
boarding, lessons, and chicken egg production with an annual profit of $14,000. The 2048 Polk
County aerial photograph recently became available through Polk County’s GIS. Based on this
photograph, Staff finds that approximately 35 acres of the proposed exception area is currently in
field crop production, which is located partially on Tax Lot 602 and partially on Tax Lot 603.
These photographs are consistent with the statements provided in the Agricultural Exemption
permit that was issued for Tax Lot 602. The Hearings Officer finds that there is substantial
evidence in the record to demonstrate that at least a portion of the subject properties are managed

for farm use and are making a profit in money.

The Hearings Officer finds there are other flaws with this “hobby farm™ definition and evaluation,
as it applies to these applications. Farming operations ofien times own many non-contiguous
parcels throughout the county, or even in surrounding counties. The applicable criteria in OAR
660-033-0135 for qualifying for an income-based dwelling in the EFU zone recognizes this
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common scenatio by allowing noncontiguous lots or parcels designated for Exclusive Farm Use
in Polk County or a contiguous county to be used to meet the gross income requirements. Although
the Applicants have provided compelling cvidence that the majority of the tax lots in the study
avea are under 10 acres in size and contain single-family dwellings, the Hearings Officer finds that
this does not necessarily mean that the EFU zoned properties are not in, farm use as that term is
defined in ORS 215, and the evidence does not exclude the possibility that the EFU zoned tax lots
are part of larger farming operations. :

Assuming that a higher assessed value of structutes verses the land also does not necessarily mean
that the farming operation is not intended to make a profit in money because the structures may
have been constracted from income genetated from other investments, inheritances, or may have
had lower input costs by property owners constructing the dwellings themselves. There are
numerous possibilities to account for why individual tax lots have a higher assessed value for the
structures than the land.

Based on the Land Use Inventory provided by the Applicants, the Applicants determined that 71%
of the parcels within the surrounding arca contain a single-family dwelling, the average parcel size
10 be 12.07 acres with 77% of the parcels being less than 10 acres in size, and 45% of the parcels
to not be in farm or forest use and to not be receiving any tax deferral benefits. 1t is important to
point ont that the Land Use Inventory includes surrounding Suburban Residential (SR) and
Acreage Residential — Five Acre (AR-5) zoned properties, which are exception areas that have
been planned and zoned for residential development. The SR and AR-5 zones also have a much
smaller mininmum parcel size than other swrrounding resource zoned properties. OAR 660-004-
0028(6)(c)(A) states, ... Resource and nontesource parcels cteated and uses approved pursuant to
the applicable goals shall not be used to justify a committed exception...” In Johnson v. Land
County, 31 Or LUBA 454 (1996), LUBA further determined that a county’s reliance in the
existence of adjacent non-resource parcels in justifying a committed exception is impermissible
where the findings do not adequately establish how or when the adjacent parcels were created.
Therefore, sutrounding parcels that were lawfully partitioned and developed pursuant to the
applicable goals cannot be used to justify an irrevocably commitéed Goal Exception for the subject
properties,

To address these concerns, the Applicants’ submitted additional evidence into the record during
the Open Record period with clarifying information on surrounding lands, The information
included was intended to provide further information about when the parcels (in the Inventory
Study) were created in relationship to the application of land use goals to the parcelization. The
Applicants also stated that they examined assessor records and deed information to identify the
date of parcel creation. The Applicants represented that they believe that within the Study Area
there are curently 51 dwellings (out of 153 dwellings) that were constracted wiihout the
application of any land use regulation. They also noted that there are rights granted under M37/39
for additional 10 dwellings without application of land use regulation.

However, the Hearings Officer still finds that the figures provided by the Applicants, included with
the applications and submitted dwing the Open Record Period, intending to characterize the
surrounding avea, cannot be considered to accurately represent changing conditions in the
surrounding area to justify an irrevocably committed exception to Goals 3 and 4. While the
Applicants included their method of research to obtain “date of parcel creation” in their Addendum
to the Land Use Inventory, it should still be noted that it is unclear how all parcel sizes were
determined by the Applicanis. Without determining each paicel’s lawful size and configuration,
the figures presented in the Land Use Inventory and Addendum can greatly vary, such as average
parcel size and dwelling density. Tt is not uncommon for one (1) parce! to contain multiple tax ots.
TFor this reason, it cannot be assumed that separate tax lots equate to separate parcels, For example,
the Applicants’ Land Use Inventory identifies the properties owned by “Hatchette”, within Section
14, to be 4 parcels (Tax Lots 100, 104, 118 and 202), totaling 42.98 acres plus an easement road.
However, Community Development records indjcate that the lawful parcel configuration of Tax
Lot 202 also includes Tax Lot 901 (T75, R4W, Section 11), and Tax Lot 114 (T7S, R4W, Section
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14), containing approximately 24 acres, not 3.11 acres as represented by the Land Use Inventory.
The Addendum provided during the open record period did not adequately address these
discrepancies for properties within the study area, This example demonstrates how the Applicants’ -
representation of “average parcel size” is likely based on calculations from tax lot sizes, not parcel

sizes.

In a letter provided by Angela Carnahan, Regional Representative for the Oregon Department of
Land Conservation and Development (DLCD), she states that the applicant relies hieavily on the
Land Use Inventory encompassing approximately four (4) square miles surrounding the subject
properties. Utilizing such a large study area obscures the fact that an itrevocably committed
exception is primarily an evaluation of adjacent uses and their relationship to the subject propetties.
Ms. Carnahan further states that in Scott v. Crook County, 56 Ot LUBA 691 (2008), the Land Use
Board of Appeals accepted that an irrevocably committed exception should be focused on
“adjacent lands and uses, not the character of or uses in the larger area within a one-mile radius of
the subject property.” Mr. Lien argued that the legislature does not say the study area is
“contiguous” but rather adjacent which should include surtounding areas. Examining the
surrounding area and the exception area should look like a donut, the exception area is the hole
and the sutrounding area is the substance of the domut, and what happens in the surrounding area
has a direct impact on what can happen in. the exception area. The Hearings Officer undetstands
the Applicants’ arguments; however, the size of the “donut” here is enormous. Utilizing 4 square
miles is approximately 2,571 acres. The subject properties (totaling 228 acres} do not even equate
to 10% percent of the total land of the Applicants’ requested Land Use Inventory. Tn using the
donut analogy, given that the exception area is not even 10% of the donut, it is unlikely it would
be considered a “hole” in the center of a donut. As aresult the Study Area is monumentally larger
than the Exception Area and has a strong ability to dilute what is actually happening on the
properties adjacent to the Exception Area.

Although the Applicants bave put forth a significant amount of information regarding zoning,
ownership patterns, deferral status, etc., as pointed out by Ms. Carnahan, a large study area can
obscure the facts when evaluating adjacent uses and their relationship to the subject properties.
Therefore, the Hearings Officer finds that the maj ority of the information presented in the Land
Use Inventory and Addendum cannot be relied upon to justify an exception to Goals 3 and 4, and
does not adequately demonstrate that there has been a recent ghift in land use management from
farm operations with the intent to male a profit in money, to “hobby farms” with no intent to make
a profit in money, as asserted by the Applicant,

Lastly, according to the 2019 Polk County Assessor’s records, agpmximately 225.7 acres of the
subject property’s 228 acies are cutrently receiving special assessment for farm deferral, A
footnote on the Applicants® Land Use [nventory, included as Exhibit V in the record, states:

“Polk County is one of the most liberal counties i the State for granting an owner the
right to a deferral program. For example the easement roads and tower and well sites
are all included in a deferral program. Many of the parcels that are under 5 acres in size
with no real opportunity to develop commercial farm uses have farm or forest deferral
programs applied to the parcels. One example is TL900, Map 7.4.13A which is .92 acres
of 1and fhat receives a forest deferral. From the study area it is apparent that one cannot
roly on the deferral program for determination of the farm or forest use of a parcel. The
actual use information here came from aerial mapping and site visits.”

The Hearings Officer disagrees with this conclusion and finds that farm or forest deferral
assessments can be a reliable source of information for determining whether or not a property is
managed for farm or forestty purposes, particularly for surrounding non-EFU Zoned propetties.
As required by Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 308A.071, non-EFU zoned properties are required
to demonstrate a specified amount of gross income in order to veceive farm deferral. Staff reviewed
the Assessor’s records for the above referenced property identified as Tax Lot 900 in 7.4.13A, and
confirmed that this property is not receiving any special assessment and has not received any
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special assessment since prior to 1997. The Oregon Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) has also
previously agreed with this position in Yamhill County v. Yamhill County, 38 Or LUBA 62 (2000),
when LUBA found that a local government is not required to adopt findings addressing the farm
tax deferral stams of property when considering the “irrevocably committed™ factors of OAR 660-
004-0028. However, the fact that property is in farm fax deferral is relevant cvidence in
determining whether it is impracticable to put the property to farm use. According to the 2019 Polk
County Assessoi’s records, the subject properties are all currently receiving farm deferral.

Based on evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds that the applications do not
demonstrate that the Agriculture Comprehensive Plan designation is no longer approptiate due to
changing conditions in the surrounding area and the applications do not comply with this criteria.

B. The purpose of the Comnprehensive Flan will be carried out through approval of
the proposed Plan Amendment based on the following: [PCZO 115.050(A)(3)]

1. Evidence that the proposal conforms to the intent of relevant goals and
policies in the Comprehensive Plan and the purpose and intent of the
proposed land use designation. [PCZO 115.050(A)3)(@)]

a. Polk County will endeavor to conserve for agriculture those areas which
exhibit a predominance of agrienltural soils, and an absence of nonfarm
use interference and conflicts, [PCCP Section 2, Agticultural Lands Policy
1.1]

b. Polk County will place lands designated as agriculture on the
Comprehensive Plan Map consistent with Oregon Revised Statutes
Chapter 215 and Oregon Adminisirative Rules Chapter 660, Division 33
{n an exclusive farm use zoning district, [PCCP Section 2, Agricultogal
Lands Policy 1.2]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

The proponents, comprised of a group of four property owners, are seeking an exception to this
county goal as well as to Statewide Planning Goal 3. The proponents are predicating this exception
on the highly variable and adverse conditions that are posed to commercial agriculture, which
requites. . .intent to malke [a] profit, The largest land owner, the Simmons Family Properties LLC, is
the only one among the four owners that has a Jong history with the property and the challenges they
have faced for 80 years in establishing profitable farming enterprise.

The proponents have strongly held beliefs that an exception is warranted based on a host of complex
factors inciuding but not limited to elevation, wind exposure, sun exposure, shallow soils,
preponderance of rock, cold temperafures relaied to elevation, inability to itrigate and inability to
burn crop residues. In addition, there are no linkages to the other fanm enterprises in the area that are
less affected by the same factors, Also, there are two borders where ali the parcels are zoned for non-
resource use and thus offer no complementary farm enterprises.

Applicant contends that this property is vety vulnerable to climate due to its exposure factor to
coastal wind patterns and its high elevation (those areas over 900 feet above sea level). The
continnous failure of crops on the property can likely be attributed, at least in part, to changes in
climate, which affects sensitive orchard crops and Christmas trees, The fluctuations in weather and
the emergence of destructive synoptic events have wreaked havoc on prunes, cherries and Douglas
Fir Chrisimas trees. Bpisodes such as extremely high rainfall in late June and early July have
destroyed entire cherry crops. High diurnal variations in weather have retarded pollination to the
prune orchards that formerly occupied tliis site. The inability to reach 55 degree temperatures eatly
enough in the growing season ruined prune crops. Temperatures must be at least 55 degrees for bees
to pollinate, but in an increasing mumber of years the temperatures feil short for pollination. For
example, cherries used to be giown in the subject rezone area but the higher el evation triggers late
spring/early summer rains that split the cherties and renders the crop 100% destroyed. This happened
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to Wayne Simmons on four different occasions despite having pruned the trees and applying all
requited amendments. They have had failures with strawberries, gooseberties, parsons prunes,
cherries, wheat, barley, and grass seed. The Hearings Officer takes note, however, nothing indicates

that grapes --—grown extensively on nearby lands ——were attempted.

Wayne Simmons, one of the applicants, claims to have served on several notable agricultural
commissions for prunes and nuts and Kevin Stone is also currenfly a farmer raising and managing
Christmas trees throughout the Mid-Willamette Valley. These twe individuals are said to know
farming and ag a consultant to both parties have visited other sites they have farmed. They say the
subject property bears no resemblance to the properties where they consistently make profits. The
Stone Christmas tree properties (including those they lease) arc at high elevations but the soils are
deeper, well drained and have less stone, T here are limitations based on high winds which does affect
their Christmas tree production but does not arrest it.

The grape lands to the west/southwest are up to 750 lower in elevation than the subject property. The
vineyards are also on deep, well drained soils that have access to stored surface water. Applicants
say grapes will not ever likely be produced on the subject property adjacent to the existing vineyards
for the following reasons.

o The slopes uphill from the vineyards are not able to be cultivated because of boulders and
rock fragments dominate the entire area.

o The elevations are higher on the subject property and therefore grapes would have a
reduced growing season.

o The wind exposure from the Van Duzer Corridor is too strong and would damage grape
plants.

o There is no surface or ground water available for establishing vineyards since the subject
property is in the Eola Iills groundwater limited area.

e The slopes have complex aspects and as such there are no Jarge contiguous blocks of land
that have uniform aspect, thus making grape faming very challenging.

o A significant poriion of the subject rezone area i woaded and has a very thick understory
vegetation that would be difficult to control.

Applicants contend that if wine grapes could grow on the property, they would already be here.
Grapes aro a deep rooted crop fhat require cultivation and in most instances irrigation water. The
subject property has no water rights and is in a Groundwater Limited Area. Though the easternmost
acres along Best Road appear to have appropriate characteristics for wine grapes, it has too many
boulders and no irrigation water to establish grapes. Appendix 4 of the applications contains a ietter
from viticulture expert and wine grape producer Mike McLain, stating that the subject property is
unsuitable for grape production. These lands are now committed to other more suitable agricultural
uses (organic oats and fine fescue) and besides the elevations along Best Road are on the high end
of the threshold (over 900 fect elevation) and therc are no south facing slopes there which would be
a prerequisite for this frost prone area.

Applicant says the most limiting factor for the production of wine grapes is the absence of irrigation
water. The vineyard to the west of the rezone area has a Jarge surface water rescrvoir for their grapes.
Water would especially be a prerequisite for this highly exposed windy location with thin soils. The
presence of high stone content in the rooting zone is very limiting for grapes because they deprive
the grapes of moisture that would otherwise be in soil. Tn addition, the high stone content of most
soils on the property would make "floor treatment” of the vineyard nearly impossible.

Tast, and very importantly, applicant maintains, the large forested areas as observed by the
professional wildlife biolo gist stifl have significant populations of indigenous wildlife such as deer.
Any vineyard on the property would require 6-8 foot fences to arrest deer depredation fo vineyard
plants. Fences are very difficult to establish and maintain because of the very shallow depth to
bedrock and hardpans. Some areas on the praperty bave never been fenced for this reason. The

Page 18 of 124 - PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Hearing Decision and Reconunendation



— e e
e o=

[ R R A e il o

WL e e L P DN b

[ N N N N U Y FC R S oT
.xe.uan»—o\ocm-qc\a

Lh L -y
w2EEIRE

=R R R N

Willamelte viticulture atea is 95% below 600 feet above sea level and only 5% above that figure.
The same long list of factors that resulted in multiple crop failures for the property also apply to
grapes. The grapes are not so hardy that can be planted in rocky soils with no irrigation. The rare
varietal wine grapes (Pinot Noir, Pinot Gris and Rieslings) are also very difficult to grow at
clevations over 750 feet. An observation of the high hill tops on the Eola Hills clearly supports this
premise.

Applicant contends that the resource most considered essential for continued stability of agriculture
within Polk County is the preservation of the best soil areas. Historically, the large field plow
agriculture has resuited in degradation to the fragile erosion prone soils comptising the farm fields.
All of the soils on the propetty; are highly erodible and tegtoration of soil tithe and structure would
be a prerequisite to preserving the most essential of resources. The soils for the subject property are
described in the Soil Survey for Polk County, Area Oregon. These sutveys are excellent "plow layer"
soil surveys but they lack the specificity for fine tuning the property for more intense agricnlture and
property improvements sucl as domestic wells, driveways, roads, utilities and drain fields.

Largely under the auspices of the Simmons Family Properties, two top scientists were retained to
study the soils in greater detail, Dr. Joel Norgren, likely the longest practicing soils scientists in the
state (and ARCPACS Certified) conducted an extensive and detailed mapping of both the western
and eastern-halves of the subject propetty. Due to advanced age and health problems, the project
was turned over by Dr. Norgren to Agronomist and ARCPACS Certified Soil Scientist Andy
Gallagher. Both the Gallagher and Norgren reports are attached to the applications as Appendix 1
(Gallagher) and Appendix 2 (Norgren). As noted above, the Hearings Officer believes there is good
reason to question the relevance of these studies as evidence supporting applicants in this proceeding,
whatever other valid uses can be made of their findings.

In summary, applicant argues that the soils were the focus of the studies as they well should be, but
other soil characteristics such as excessive stoniness, shallow depth to bedrock and texture rather
than taxonomic soil classifications yielded a new perspective on this site. The dual soil analysis
coupled with the Agronomists {Gallagher) knowledge of the effects of soil on agriculture reveals a
site with a multitude of limitations that include but are not necessatily limited to: excessive slopes
(over 20 percent that are not traversable by standard farm equipment; excessive wind speeds that
disrupt spraying opportunities and that shape and break orchard crops and Christimas trees; excessive
sun exposure due to elevations over 950 feet and up to and aver 960 feet above mean sca level;
excessive stoniness especially on the westernmost 80 acres owned by Simimons; shallow depth to
bedrock that limits moisture retention on an already xeric slope and ridgeline; toose fiiable soils on
the tidgeline that are prone to excessive dryness and wind erosion).

Applicant says the aerial photographs in the record graphically depict very red soils that are heavily
leached of organic materials. The soils areas capable of being cultivated conld enroll in the
Conservation Reserve Program which is designed to maintain soils that are highly erodible. The high
degree of variability in the land with respect to soil depth, rock content, soil temperatures, soil
moisture, wind and sun simply makes farmmg too yuch of a gamble too often. Despite the consistent
loss of crops, the owners still want to retain some semblance of farming by encouraging small but
intensive farming operations despite the fact that crops cannot be irrigated (Groundwater Limited
Area) nor can grass or grain stubble be burned. Farm equipment cannot tolcrate the high stone and
steep slopes so characteristic of many aveas. Some ofthe former larger fields used for grain and grass
ate so windswept and the soils so shallow as to prechide a successful crop on a regular basis.

The proponents claim they tecognize that this proposed action could affect adjacent and nearby farm
aperations, but they too have problems that limit their farm uses to low income generating grass hay
and limited grazing on very substandard acreages. The three agricultural properties across Best Road
from the sub{'ect property (east) have never been farmed in conjunction with the subject property and
are marginal respect to agricultura production. The PCCP affirms many of the carlier assertions
made in the applications regarding limitations based on slopes, exposure, temperature and terrain
features. It also affirms the conditions in the area concerning parcelization, housing and the absence
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of farm enterprise to the south, east and northeast, The PCCP also lends support to the self-evident
limitations as observed by two very seasoned farmers that work this proposed rezone area
particularly for Sub-Area V. Appendix 9 of the applications entitled "EXAMINATION OF
CONSEQUENCES FOR INDIVIDUAL SUB-AREAS" stresses the limitations of this site. Some of
the key facts alleged by applicant arc: 1 ) "The area is considered marginal farm land because only
59 percent of the soils are agricultural, 2.) Slopes range from 12-30 percent on the sides, leveling off
to 3 percent in only a few areas, 3.) Sub- Area V is also located in an area exhibiting a predominance
of nonfarm uses and interference, and 4.) Forest site class data are not available.

In summary, applicant states that the PCCP Goals and Policies are very much in favor of what the
proponents are advocating, noontinued encouragement of agricnlture and/or forestry as the dominant
11ses of such lands as long as possible for the production of agricultural and forest products, and to
insure that the conversion of such lands to urban or pon-farm rural uses, where necessary and
appropriate, occurs in an orderly and economical manner.” The Hearings Officer again recalls,
however, there would be no requitement that new residents on the rezoned property actually do
anything to foster agriculture or forest production.

Staff also noted that the soil studies authored by Norgren and Gallagher were not conducted in
accordance with ORS 215.211 and, consequently, cannot be used to determine whether land qualifies
as agricultural Jand, or to dispute the Soil Survey. While Staff was not able fo use the Norgren and
Gallagher soil siudies to determine whether the subject propetties qualify as agricultural land,
conclusions in the studies regarding site specific Iimitations for agriculture are referenced herein.
The Soil Survey data shows that the subject properties are composed predominanily of agricultural
soils with 53.5% being soils designated capability class II through 1V. Land with a predominance of
soils in capability classes I through IV is considered agricultural land per OAR 660-033-0030. Staff
notes that the Norgren and Gallagher soil studies found units of Witzel soils, where the NRCS Soil
Survey mapped none, and found a smaller share of Ritner soils on the subject properties. Both soil
scientists mapped a predominance of agricultural soils on the subject properties with Gallagher
stating that 55.0% of the subject propetties’ soils are in capability classes I through TV and Norgren

finding 64.3% of the soils in capability classes I through IV,

While the NRCS Soil Survey and the Norgren and Gallagber soil stadies for the subject properties
would lead one to conclude it is agricultural land, the applicant states there are limiting factors that
render it incapable of producing reliable crops ata cominercial scale. The applicant observes that a
number of factors complicate agricultural uses of the subject properiies including but not limited to
clevation, wind exposure, sun exposure, shallow soils, preponderance of rock, cold temperatures
related to elevation, inability to irrigate and inability to bum crop residues. The elevation of the
subject properties is between 900 and 1,060 feet with steep slopes to the west and south. As stated
by the applicant, the subject properties are situated on a high point at the southern end of the Bola
Hills. Wind exposure is high since this southern promontory ofthe Fola Hills is in the path of coastal
winds passing through the Van Duzer Gap. Moreover, the subject properties' location on the south
side of a promontory means they receive more incident solar radiation than other areas of Polk
County. The applicant indicates that 2 combination of solar exposure on steep south facing slopes
and steady winds make raising crops on the subject propetties impracticable because increased
transpiration of available soil moisture stunts growth and leads to crop failures. The slope, aspect
and elevation of the subject properties has contiibuted to crop failures resulting from cool
temperatures discouraging pollinatots, heavy rains precipitated from orographic lifting of clouds up
the Fola Hills, and constant wind damaging and stressing plants. Staff evaluated the applicant's
statements and concurs that while the subject propertics are predominantly comprised of soils that
characterize agricultural land, consistent with OAR 660-033-0030, site constraints related to slope,
aspect, excesstve wind and sun exposure could limit the ability of the subject properties to produce
commercial agricultural crops. Applicants appeat to be contending that factors such as slope and .
microclimates impair the agricultural suitability rating as determined by the NRCS. In its letter dated
November 10, 2015, the Oregon Department of Agriculture stated that factors such as slope and
microclimates already are taken into account when soil is rated by the NRCS and cannot be used to

Page20 of 124 - PA 18-01, ZC 183-02 - Hearing Decision and Recommendation



00 =1 o b B L R

guide local governments in assessing soil capabilities. The Hearings Officer therefore adheres to the
concept. that the NRCS Soil Survey is controlling, and already takes into account physical
characteristic such as slope, rockiness, mictoclimates, ete. The Hearings Officer concindes that the
Soils Survey demonstrates the subject properties are composed of predominantly of agricultural
soils. Land with a predominance of soils in capability classes 1 through IV is considered agricuitural
land per OAR 660-033-0030. With 53.5% being soils designated capability class T through 1V,
according to the Soil Survey, the subject property qualifies as agricultural by rule. While the Norgren
and Gallagher soil sindies were not used as pait of the Hearings Officer's evaluation of the applicant's
proposal, they validate soils maps found in the Soils Survey demonstrating a predominance of
agricultural soils on the subject property. Based on soils data, the Hearing Officer finds that the

subject property is agricultural land, consistent with OAR 660-033-0030.

The applicant states that wine grapes are not a sitable crop for the subject properties, citing, site
specific limitations related to elevation, a lack of irrigation water, crop damage from pests, a
preponderance of boulders, and a lack of landscape uniformity to establish blocks with the
appropriate aspect. The applicant states that the vasi majority of vineyards in the Willamette
viticulture area are below 600 feet in elevation. Indeed, existing nearby vineyards are at lower
elevations than the subject propertics. Cubanisimo Vineyards to the east of the subject properties is
[oeated on the leeward side of Glenn Hill at an elevation of approximately 950 feet, Eola Hills Wine
Cellars' Legacy Estate Vineyard is located at the toe of the escarpment west of the subject properties
at an clevation of approximately 500 feet, Kathken Winery, to the northwest of the subject properties
is at an elevation of approximately 830 feet, and Domaine Drouhin Oregon, Inc.'s vineyard northeast
of the subject properties at an elevation of approximately 680 feet. While the aforementioned
vineyards are all above 600 feet of elevation, except for the Legacy Estate Vineyard, they are not
located on ridge tops, and are largely sheitered from the constant winds affecting the subject
properties, Vineyard sites in the vicinity of the subject properties reveal the variety of landscapes on
which vineyards are planied, with east facing, west facing and south facing vineyards represented
by the small sample above. Howevet, the subject properties are more exposed to wind and sun than
the vineyard sites surrounding it, lending some credence to the applicant's observations that wine
grape production is impracticable there. At the same time, evidence in the record shows that some
knowledgeable grape growers feel that "the rocky, wind-battered slopes of the Eola-Amity hills have
emerged as one of Oregon's most singular terraing for pinot noir." [Patrick Comiskey, "Wind
Powered Pinot", Wine & Spirits Magazine, April 2013.] Applicant contends above that the Simmons
family "actively farmed the tract, growing gooseberries, strawberries, prunes, cherries, fine fescue
grass, Christmas trees and wheat with little snccess,” attempting by this recitation to demaonstrate the
{and is not suitable for large-scale commercial agricultwral crops. There is no indication that attempts
were made to grow grapes of any variety. A letter dated November 10, 2015 from James Johnson,
Land Use and Water Planning Coordinator with the Oregon Department of Agriculture, states that
vineyard development at elevations exceeding 750 feet and in wind prone areas are more cominon
these days as climate and weather paiterns have changed. He also challenges the applicant's
assertions that grass seed and Christmas trees cannot be grown on the subject properties. R. B. Steele,
President of the Polk County Farm Bureau, states in a letter dated November 18, 2015 that successful
wine grape vineyards and Christmas tree farms operate in the immediate vicinity of the subject
properties, contradicting the applicani's representations. Although the rules governing irrevocably
committed exceptions factor site specific challenges to farm and forest operations, a demonstralion
that these activities are "impracticable”, per OAR 660-004-0028, is necessary to meet the exception
criteria. The applicant concedes that the subject properties may be suitable for Noble fir Christmas
tree production. Moreover, evidence in the record indicates that wine grapes and grass seed could
also be produced on the subject properties. Consequently, the Hearings Officer finds that the subject
properties could produce viable crops, and would conserve agricultural land exhibiting a
predominance of agricultural soils under the current Plan map designation and zone,

The applicant has applied for an irrevocably committed Goal 3 exception as pait of the applications.
The exception ctiteria are evaluated below. The proposed exception area may contain a
predominance of agricultural soils and even continue to have other agricultural characteristics, while
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still qualifying for an irrevocably committed Goal exception. This criterion requires Poik County to
determine the most appropriate PCCP designation for the exception area, once an exception is
approved. The applicant 1s proposing a Rural Lands PCCP designation: The applicant states that the
demand for the types of crops grown historically have diminished such as cherries, pranes, Douglas
fir Christmas trees, grass seed and grain as the yield of these crops also dropped. Some of the
processing Tacilities for these crops have relocated or closed. The applicant also states that
prohibition of irrigation on the subject property and physical characteristics of the site have been a
limiting factor in the ability to profitably manage the subject properties for agriculture, These factors
conpled with the development that oceurred under Measures 37 and 49 on the subject properties and
former faum unit are changing conditions, The Agriculture and Forestry-1 0 Acre zone, which
implements the Rural Lands PCCP designation, could be compatible with surrounding land uses and
also enable the applicant to develop larger acreage home sites where the occupant could manage the
property for a range of specialty farm uses as a hobby even though the land may not be not suitable
to malke a profit in money from farm use. As a result, the Rurat Lands PCCP designation and
agsociated policics are evaluated below.

Applicant’s Additional Findings:

The Applicants contend the proposed change will gracefully allow a transition from EFt) mandated
large tract crops such as wheat, grass seed, orchard crops, Christmas trecs and irigated fruit and
berry crops, to smaller tract crops aimed at hobby farms associated with non-farm dwellings, and
which appeal to families catering to organic cultivated agricuiture (non-irrigated) and specially
{ivestock and poultry operations. In the Applicants’ Justification Statement and attached exhibits
they presented additional evidence regarding the subject propetties ability to support vineyards.
The Applicants argued that the issue of the ability of the subject properties to support commercial
vineyards has been studied extensively by several experts in the wine and vineyard fields.

Exhibit Y is 2 letter memorandum from Andy Gallagher, who is & recognized soil scientist, with
a specially in assisting property ownels in the evaluation of property to potentially be used for
vineyards. A key element in the study of the subject properties involved topography and weather
patterns. Included in the Gallagher report is climate information from Dr. Greg Jones, who is 2
professor at Southern Oregon University, and who is ah international expeit on vineyard

climatology.

This report notes that the topography and climate of the subject properties is not favorable for
growing wine grapes. This opinion is due to the high elevation, exposute to wind, highex rainfall
and overall cooler microclimate. The science is derived from indices developed at U. C. Davis,
and establishes that for a commercial vineyard there must be from 2000 to 2200 “growing degree
days” (GDD). This index includes complex measures of climatic conditions, and establishes a
scientific measure for the probability of land becoming a productive commetcial vineyard. After
areview of the subject properties, and applying this index, it was determined that the predominate
amount of the subject property falls below the minimum 2000 GDD standard, therefore making

it unsuitable and unwise to attempt viticulture on the site.

In addition, Mike McLain, Vi neyard Properties, a reco gnized expert on identification of vineyard
property in the Willamette Valley was engaged to review the site and provide his expert opinion.
He classified the subject properties as “higher tisk” to a buyer based on its high elevation, its
wrong facing slope and its high exposure to wind. Mr. Meclain’s letter report is attached hereto
as Iixhibit 7.

During the Open Record period, the Applicants qubmitted additional argument in respense to
public testimony about the subject property’s vineyard capabilities. The Applicants avgued there
are o details in the Record about the Bethel Heights Winery and Justice Vineyards and according
to information on the wineries” respective websites, both Bethel and Justice have better soil and

are at a lower elevation.

Public Testimony:
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The Record received many comments from the public regarding the subject property’s continued
potential for agricultural uses, including through grape production. Mimi Casteel, representing
Bethel Heights Vineyard, presented testimony that while shallow, rocky soils were historically
perceived as bad for viticulture, the image of that soil is changing, She testified that she farms
without tilling or itrigation, it a regenerative agriculture that she believes will be profitable in the

future.

Hearings Officer Findings:

In 2014, the Hearings Officer previously determined that the NRCS Soil Survey demonstrates that
the subject properties are composed of predominantly agriculture soils, and although there may be
limiting factors on-site such as, wind, elevation, slopes, etc., the subject properties could produce
viable crops, and would conserve agricultural jand exhibiting a predominance of agricultural soils
under the cuirent Plap map desigoation and zone. '

NRCS soil data has been updated sinee the evaluation conducted during PA 14-01 and ZC 14-02.
Therefore, to ensure the most up to date information is being evaluated for this review, County Staff
generated a new soils report for the subject properties, which is summarized in Table 2 above and is
hased on soils data that was last updated on September 17, 2018. Based on the most recent NRCS
soils data available, Staff determined that the subject properties contain 51.7 percent high-value
farmland soils, and 61.6 percent Class I-IV soils, which are considered agricultural land as defined
in OAR 660-033-0030. Thus, the soil data still supports a finding that the subject property is
appropriately classified as agricultural land as defined by OAR 660-033-0030.

Although the record demonstrates that the subject properties have experienced various types of crop
failure in the past, the Hearings Officer previously noted that nothing in the record indicated that
wine grapes have ever been attempted to be grown on-site, which are extensively grown on neatby
properties. In the applications, the Applicants provided additional evidence of the subject properties
wine grape growing capabilities. The Applicants provided a letter writien by Mike McClain, whose
opinion is that the subject property js, “...just too high, wrong slope, and too exposed for a
knowledgeable vineyard land buyer to want to buy it.”” Mr. McClain’s letter initially discusses
wine grapes in general and then provides only a price for Pinot noir grapes. However, he also
indicates in the years that were not the very best, the harvest may be sellable to a sparkling wine
winery; however, does not give an average price per ton,

The Applicants submitted a letter summarizing a site evaluation performed by Andy Gallagher, who
has 20 years of experience evaluating potential vineyard properties in Western Oregon. Mr.,
Gallagher’s findings indicate that at the hi gher clevation (>900 feet), there are less than 2000 GDDD
which places approximately 60% of the subject properties into a category of “suitable for hybrid
wine grapes and only the very earliest V. vinifora varieties.” Additional findings indicate that the
site is “too cool for a pinot noir site”, Although there may be limitations for growing certain types
of wine grapes, it remains unclear whether these limitations extend ta the entire 228 acres of the
subject property, and whether these limitations are explicitly for pinot noir grapes, or if other
vanietals grown in Oregon could prevail. Further, Mr. Gallagher did state that “On average, the site
would be expected to have vintage to vintage variability (1811 to 2111) which could still ripen
fiuit, but at the margins in the cooler years.” (Ex. Y.)

Also, Polk County’s Community Development records indicate that since the last proceeding, two
(2) Agriculiure Bxemption Permits were issued for two (2) of the subject properties (Tax Lots 602
apd 603 in T7S, RAW, Section 14). Polk County’s Agriculture Exemption Permit requives
applicant’s to “Be specific in describing your farm ot forest enterprise, size of operation, and
annual profit.” One of the Agriculture Exemption Permits was issued for Tax Lot 602 on March
6, 2017, which indicates that the farm operation consisted of 20 acres of foscue that wag switched
to orchard grass in 2016, with an annual profit of more than $10,000. The othex Agriculture
Exerption permit was issued for Tax Lot 603 on July 12, 2018, which indicates that the farm
enterprise consists of horse boarding, lessons, and chiclken egg production with an annual profit of
$14,000. The 2018 Polk County aerial photograph recently became available through Polk
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County’s (IS, Based on this photograph, Staff finds that approximately 35 acres of the proposed
exception area is currently in field crop production, which is focated partially on Tax Lot 602 and

partially on Tax Lot 603. These photographs are consistent with the statements provided in the
Agricuitural Exemption permit that was issued for Tax Lot 602.

Mr. Julian Lafayette submitted testimony that he is a grass seed farmer that currently farms the
land owned by Pugmires, the Grays, and the Lathens, a total of 45 acres and grows Orchard Grass
which does well, The Applicants have raised issue with the submission by Mr. Lafayette; they
indicate he does not specify how many acres are planted on each tax lot and it was not wriiten by
him but actually by Sarah Deumling; therefore, it has no credibility and it shonld not be given any
weight. However, the Applicants do mot dispute that Mr. Lafayette does plant on at least some
portion of the Pugmire and Gray Properties (Tax Lots 602 and 603). Even if Ms. Deumling was
the scribe of the festimony, the record (from the October 11, 2019 email) demonstrates that M.
Lafayette had the opportunity (o review and change his comments. My, Lafayette’s commenis were
submitted into the record prior to the hearing and the Hearings Officer finds them credible.
Credibility of a comment and weight given to a comment are two separate matters. The Hearings
Officer provides no greater weight to Mr. Lafayette’s comment than the other public commenis
and balances this comment with all of the comments and evidence received into the record.

Although additional evidence provided by the Applicants indicate that portions of the subject
property may pot be suitable for vineyards ot forestlands, given all of the evidence in the record
the Hearings Officer finds the subject properties could produce viable crops, and maintaining the
current Agricultural Plan designation and EFU zone would conserve agiicultural land exhibiting a
predominance of agricultural soils.

The Applicants have applied for an irrevocably committed Goal 3 and Goal 4 exception as patt of
the applications. The exception criteria are evaluated below. The proposed exception arca may
contain a predominance of agricultural soils and even contizue to have other agricultural
characteristics, while still qualifying for an irrevocably committed Goal exception. This criterion
requires Pollc County to determine the most appropriate PCCP designation for the exception area,
once an exception is approved, The Applicants are proposing a Rural Lands PCCP designation. The
Applicants state that the demand for the types of crops grown historically have diminished such as
cherries, prunes, Douglas fir Christmas trecs, grass seed and grain as the yield of these crops also
dropped. Some of the processing facilities for these crops have relocated or closed. The Applicants
also state that prohibition of irrigation on the subject property and physical characteristics of the site
have been a limiting factor in the ability to profitably manage the subject properties for agriculture.
These factors coupled with the development that occutred under Measures 37 and 49 on the subject
properties and former farm unit are changing conditions. The Agriculture and Forestry-10 Acre zone,
which implements the Rural Lands PCCP designation, could be compatible with surrounding land
uses and also enable the Applicants to develop larger acreage home sites where the occupant could
manage the property for a range of specialty farm uses as a hobby even though the land may not be
not suitable to make a profit in money fiom farm use. Ag a result, the Rural Lands PCCP designation
and associated policies are evaluated below, following the evaluation of the applicable Forest Lands

Goals and Policies.

c. To conserve and protect, and encourage the management of forest lands
for continned timber production, harvesting and related uses, [PCCP
Section 2, Forest Lands, Goal 1]

d. To conserve and protect watersheds, fish and wildlife habitats, riparian
areas aund other such uses associated with forest lands. [PCCP Section 2,
Forest Lands, Goal 2] )

e. Polk County will provide for the protection of productive forest lands.
Designated forest lands will be areas defined as one of the following: [PCCP
Section 2, Forest Land, Policy 1.1]
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i.  Predominately Forest Site Class I, Il and ILL, for Douglas Fir
as classified by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service,;

ii.  Suitable for commercial forest use;

jii, In predominately commercial forest use and predominaiely
owned by public agencies and private timber companies;

iv. Cohesive forest areas with large parcels;
v. Necessary for watershed protection;
vi. Potential reforestation areas; and

vii. Wildlife and fishery habitat areas, potential and existing
recreation areas or those having scenic significance.

f, Polk County will promote the efficient management of its timber resouxces
to ensure a sustained yield of forest products, adequate grazing areas for
domestic Yivestoek, wildlife habitat, protection of watershed areas and the
provision of recreational activities. [PCCP Section 2, Forest Land, Policy 2.1]

g. Polk County will encourage the reforestation of cut-over timber lands and
the forestation of marginal agricultural lands. [PCCP Section 2, Forest

Land, Policy 2.5]

h. Polk County will encourage utilization of programs for small woodlot
owners designed to promote efficient timber production. [PCCP Section 2,
Forest Land, Policy 2.6]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

These specific Goals and Policies were not addressed during PA 14-01 and ZC 14-02. Because an
exception to Statewide Planning Goal 4 is required for the proposed re-zone area, Staff determined
that Polk County’s Forest Lands Goals and Policies are applicable to these applications, Staff
requested that these relevant Forest Iands Goals and Policies be addressed by the Applicants in a
leiter dated Janvary 11, 2019.

Requirement to Analyze Forest Lands Goals and Policies in PCCP:

In the Applicant’s Supplemental Justification Statement dated March 19, 2019 and raised again in
Final Rebuttal Arguments, the Applicants raise Issuc with addressing Forest Lands Goals and
Policies as stated in the Polk County Comprehensive Plan because they contend that by qualifying
for an Fxception to Goal 4, that negates the need for further consideration of any and all forest uses.
Even though Applicants dispute that their applications must comply with this portion of the PCCP,
they still addressed the Forest Lands Goals and Policies as requested by Connty Staff, For clarity of
the Record, the Hearings Officer finds that for the applications, the Forest Lands Goals and Policies
in the Polk County Comprehensive Plan do need to be evaluated because the Applicants have applied
for an FException to Goal 4 and the proposed Plan Amendment must still comply with the purpose of
the Comprehensive Plan. (See PCZO 173. 050(4)(3).)

Applicant’s Additional Findings:

Forest Land Goal 1 - To conserve and protect. and encourage the inanagement of forest Jands
for continued timber production, liarvesting and related uses. As set forth in the Exception {o
Goal 4, the subject property is not available for forest uses because the uses on the surronnding
properties have made use of the subject property for forest uses impracticable, Therefore, there is no
ability to conserve or profect the subject property for timber production, harvesting or related uses.

In order to address forest land issues, the Applicants corymissioned Stuntzner Engincering &
Porestry to evaluate the subject property. That report is included with the original applications as
Exhibit W. The suitability of the site for forest uses assessed the physical site conditions; the impacts
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from surrounding uses; and the economic feasibility of commercial timbet production. Tt was noted
that the primary focus for forestry uses was on the westetn slopes of the property where some trees
were intermingled with, and sometimes overtaken by scotch broom, blackberries and other brush
and scrub trees.

The report determined there wete 24.1 acres in the northwest corner of the site, on the steep west
facing slope that had some Douglas fir and Maple trees, and another 44.8 acres of land that inchided
predominately Oak rees, The remaining [57.2 acres was predominated by brush, included in the
powetline right of way, or otherwise was not in forest uses. Figure 1. Historic aerial photographs
from 1969 and 1935 confirmed this ratio of land uses.

In the 24.1 acre area, it was pointed out that some selective cutting was done in the 1960's and again
in the early 1990's, with some reforestation efforts ocenrring after the selective cufs. It was noted
that in the reforestation efforts, the survival rate was an estimated 25%. Where the reforestation
efforts failed, brush and setub trees took their place.

In the 44.8 acte avea, it was noted that whatever stock of hardwoods ate there, developed through
natural afforestation, and not due to man cforts to cormnmercially manage this area for timber
production. The report notes that only about 35% of the 44.8 acres is actually stocked with hardwood
frees, and those ave of different sizes and ages. There were no Douglas-fir trees observed in this area
at all.

The report includes soil mapping data and analysis, and reports that while the soil on the westermn
slope is Ritner, Type 61E, which has a suitability rating of 143, the otlier elements of land that make
it suitable for commercial forest uses (watet and sunlight) do not exist sufficiently to allow the site
10 be commercially placed in timber production. Tn this area, the low water storage capability coupled

with the more intense sun exposure inhibits seedling survival,

Fire risk and protection wers reviewed as was the over-all suitability of the subject property for
commercial forest uses, and the report found that the property was simply not suitable for timber

production.

During the Open Record Period, the Applicants submitted a Supplemental Forestry Study hat
provided expert analysis as to the upper lands, 100+ acres on the subject properties. This
Supplemental Forestry Study by Cliff Barnhart determined:

1. The upland area of 105. 8 acres has a total of 14 acres committed to development such
as dwelling and roads, leaving the net acreage for review at 91.8 acres.

2. The land has been committed to non-forestry uses since at least 19335,

3 Conversion of this upland area would require some effort and cost in the application of

herbicides. :

The land is not financiatly viable for foresiry production based on the same issues raised

in the original report for the western slopes.

Given the climate change, and the proliferation of fires, along the West Coast, and since

2017 in Oregon, the risk of fire to timber, especially in areas with many dwellings, risen

dramatically.

6. The subject propetty has a high voltage power line traversing it, and it is located in the
middle of an area that has a large number of dwellings nearby. These are factors that
contribute heavily to the increased fire risk.

7. Given the dramatic rise in fire risk, the ligbility insurers have stepped away from this
market maldng it nearty impossible and financially unfeasible for small lot forest
ownerships to obtain insurance.

Based on the findings of the foresiry experts, thete is no ability to carry out commercial timber
production or management for harvesting of related forest uses. This Goal is complied with.

Forest Land Goal 2 - To conserve and protect watersheds, fish and wildlife habitats, riparian
areas and other such uses associated with forest lands, There are no watersheds, fish or wildlife
habitats or riparian areas identified or mapped on or near the subject property. This Goal is not

wo»
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applicable here, as there are 1o such uses that need to be conserved or protected involved in the
applications. This Goal is complied with.

Resource Preservation Policy 1.1 - Polk County will provide fox the protection of productive
forest lands. Designated forest lands will be areas defined as one of the following: a)
predominately Forest Site Class 1, 11 and IN, for Douglas Fir as classified by the .8, Soil
Conservation Service: b) suitable for commercial forest use: ¢) in predominately cormmercial
forest use and predeminately owned by public agencies and private timber companies: d)
cohesive forest aveas with large parcels: €) necessary for watershed protection: f) potential
reforestation areas; or g) wildlife and fishery habitat areas, potential and existing recreation
areas or those having scenic significance. As identified in the Stuntzner report, the subject property
is not predominately forest land that is in production, or capable of praducing commercial timber
that can be harvesied for profit. There are no cohesive forest areas in the neighborhood that is
predominated by rural residential patcels, a vineyard and other non-forest uses. Aside from the
powerline easement, there ar¢ no public agency ownerships in the area, nor are there any private
timber company ownerships that predominate the area.

There are no watersheds on or near the subject property. The potential for reforestation is minimal
as experienced by the owner over the last several decades due to water storage limitation and high
sun exposure that limits the ability of seedlings to mature. There are no identified habitats on or near
the subject property. There are no identified recreation or scenic areas of significance identified on
the site.

The subject property is not conducive to commetcial timber production, as pointed out in the
Stuntzner report and Supplemental Repott, and none of the other elements of these policies are
adversely impacted by this proposal. This Policy is complied with.

Resource Management Policy 2.1 - Polk County will promote the efficient management of ifs
timber resources to ensure a sustained yield of forest products, adequate grazing areas for
domestic livestock, wildlife habitat, protection of watershed areas and the provision of
recreational activities. As set forth in the Stuntzner reports, the subject property does not contain
the commercial ability to produce forest products worthy of management for any sustained yield.
There are no watersheds on or near the subject property. There are no recreational areas on or near
the subject property. There is no wildlife habitat on or near the subject property, Effectively, there
are no identified resources that can be efficiently managed to produce ot protect the listed activities.

There ave grazing areas on the subject property for domestic livestock. The purpose of the 10 acre
minimum parcel size here is to protect and enhance those areas. When an acreage homesite is
esfablished it allows the homeowner to maintain caftle, horses or other domestic animals to be
managed as a part of their homesite. This will result in more productive use of the land, as smailer

parcels when cumnlated will produce a higher level of grazing activities than carrently exist.

There is nothing in this proposal that will adversely impact the efficient management of local timber
resoutees, or providing adequate grazing arcas for domestic livestock. Similarly there are no wildlife
habitat, watersheds or recreatiopal actfvitics in the area that would be impacted. This Policy is
complied with.

Resource Management Policy 2.5 - Polk County will encourage the reforestation of cut-over
timber lands and the forestation of marginal agricultural lands. Reforestation on the subject
property has been proven to be ineffective. According to the Stuntzner report, prior attempts at
reforestation result in a seedling survival rate of only 25% due to soil type, lack of water storage and
sun exposure that exist on the western slopes of the subject propeity. In addition, the subject property
is not "cut-over timber lands." Thete historically have been some lirnited and selective cutting of
trees along the western slopes, natural afforestation has created a brushed over mess of scrub trees,
blackberries amongst some natural Oale and Douglas fir.

The subject property might be considered "marginal agriculiural lands", however the subject
propeity has two distinct topographical features, the western slopes, and the uplands. The western
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slopes are too steep, the soil to shallow and rocky to be considered for agriculture uses, and as noted
above it is not Teasible or economical to, attempt to convert the western slopes to forestland. The
nplands historically are not capable of producing commercial timber as shown by the lack of trees .
going back nearly 100 years and has the same issues ag those of the western slopes.

The highest and best use of the uplands is not attempting to convert it to forest uses, that are not
feasible due to the level and type of uses that go on around the subject property, bui to allow rural
residential homesites on 10+ acre parcels that can sustain some limited agricnltural activities and
perhaps even a few small stands of Chuistmas trees. This Policy is complied with.

Resource Management Policy 2.6 - Polkk County will encourage utilization of programs for
small woodlot owners designed to promote efficient timber production. This Policy is not
directed to property owners in the midst of a land use application, but is directed to County Staff in
how to deal with small woodlot owners, and encouragement to Staff to provide assistatnce in .
available programs. As such the Policy is not applicable here. In addition, the Applicants here are
not "small woodlot owners" and therefore would not qualify for any programs in any event.,

Hearings Officer Findings:

Based on 2 review of the Polk County Significant Resource Area (SRA) Map, the subject propetties
do not contain any inventoried significant resources. Based on the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) panel numbers 41053C0275F, dated December
19, 2006, the subject properties are located outside of the Special Flood Hazard Area. There are no
historic sites or Greenway areas located on the subject properties. The National Wetland Inventory
(NWI) map, Rickreall quadrangle, indicates that the middle fork of the McNary Branch of Mud
Siough may abut the northwest corner of the subject propetties. However, based on Staff’s review of
LIDAR imagery it does not appear to be located on the subject properties. For these reasons, Staff
concurred with the Applicants’ findings regarding the lack of Goal 5 inventoried fish and wildlife
habitats and riparian areas on the subject propeties.

According to the most recent NRCS soils data, accessed through Polk County’s GIS and summarized
in Table 2 above, the subject propetties are capable of producing an average of approximately 154
cubic feet of wood fiber per acre, per year. Approximately 52 percent of the subject properties
contain Class II and TII soils, which is considered forest iands. Nevertheless, the Applicants
concluded that there is no ability to carry out commercial timber production or management for
harvesting or related forest nses on the subject properties, based on a Forestland Suitability Analysis
conducted by CLiff Barnhart, ACF, with Stuntzner Engineering and Forestry, LLC. Staff reviewed
this analysis, which is included in the record as Exhibit W. This analysis indicates that the primary
focns of the assessment is 1) physical site condition with respect o forest production; 2) the impacts
of surrounding perimeter fand uses; and 3} the economic feasibility of commercial forest uses. Maps
included with the assessment indicate that the entire subject property was evaluated, however, the
narrative states that the primary focus of the ussessment is the westem slopes of the property, some
of which i currently forested, while some of which is currently overtaken by scotch broom,
blackbetries, and other forms of brush vegetation.

M. Barnhart’s assessment included an evaluation of different land cover types for the subject
properties based on 1935, 1969, and 2016 aexial photographs. These photographs depict five (5)
different tand cover types and how the land cover has changed over time. The five (5) classifications
include; Douglas fir/maple forest, scotch broom/brush, oak forest, non-forest, and powetline right-
of-way.

The atea identified as “Type 17 includes Douglas fir and maple forests, which comprises
approximately 24.1 acres of the subject propoity near the northwest cotner of the proposed re-zone -
area. Aerial photographs indicate that this area has been forested fot the 82-year period that aerial
photographs are available. Findings indicate that the novthern half of this area was harvested
sometime around 1969, and the southern half was harvested around 1990, The northetn area was not
replanted after the 1969 harvest, but natural regeneration included a mix of maples and scattered
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Douglas fir trees. The southern area was replanted with Douglas fir trees, with an estimated survival
rate of 25% and the remaining 75% currently contains brush and hardwoods.

The area identified as “Type 2” is camposed of grass, scotch broom, and blackberries with scattered
hardwood trees, which comprises approximately 48.0 acres near the south-ceniral pottion of the
subject properties. Mr. Barnhart concluded that there are three scenarios for why this area lacks forest
cover including, 1) fire history, 2) historic clearing for grazing, or 3) the site is not snitable for
growing (rees. In addition, farming and application of herbicides within this area could explain the
lack of afforestation. Findings also indicate that it would be difficult to rveforest this area with Douglas
fir due to the southwest aspect and shallow soils. Findings indicate that Ponderosa pine is a more
suitable species for these types of conditions, however, it is the opinion of M. Barnhart that the
economics of growing pine in this region is not favorable.

The area identified as “Type 3” is composed of naturally regenerated hardwood species over the last
35 years, which comprises approximately 44.8 acres, Fatlier photographs show the area to be
historically comprised of land cover that is closer to “Type 27 vegetation, with the exception of some
scattered hardwoods. Historic photographs alsa show that this arca was cleared for agriculfural
purposes in the 1960°s. Mr. Batnhatt notes that Douglag fir was not observed in the nnderstory of

the current oak stand.

An Addendum to Forestland Suitability Analysis was entered into the Record during the Open
Record. period to address the area identified as “Type 4" which comptises the eastern half of the
subject properties, an area approximately 105.8 acres in size. Type 4 is generally described as
rolling ridgetop topography. There currently is not any forest vegetation within Type 4 other than
two narrow strips along the eastern fence Iines. Of the 105.8 acres included in Type 4, 14.0 acres are
already committed to other uses and 91.8 are potentially available to convert to forest use. The area
potentially available to forest production is currently vegetated with grass fields and primarily
herbaceous vegetation. The Addendum states in part:
[Clonversion of Type 4A to forest productivity would require hetbicide site preparation and
planting. No clearing oz brush piling would be required in this atea. Douglas-Fir should be
fairly casy to establish in this area as long as competing vegetation is controlled during the
first five years of establishment in oxder to conserve moisture available to the trees, and fo
prevent outbreaks of field mice which like grass cover. The gentle northerly and easterly
aspects in type 4A should be favorable to seedling survival under normal precipitation yeats.

Theupland area mapped as Type 4 includes a combination of Jory and Nekia silty clay loam
soils. Both ofthese soil types have forest productivity ratings classified as being suitable for
commeicial forest uses.

All of Type 4A could be operated on with ground machinery.

However, the Addendum also stated, “This addendum does not change the analysis or conclusions
provided in the oviginal report for western slope areas mapped in the report as Type #1, #2, and #3.
The sections in that report discussing obstacles to commercial forest management, conservation
forest use, and comparison to Zena tree farm equal Iy apply to Type #4 as they were applied to the
western slope areas covered in that report.”

Historic photographs depict this area to have been managed for vatious agticultural crops such as
hay. Based on Staff’s review of NRCS soils maps and data, approximately 98 acres of fhis 105.8
acre area (93.5%) contain Class IT and 11T soils with an average forest productivity of approximately
163 cubic feet of wood fiber per acre annually, which is higher than the average productivity of the
remaining portion of the subject properties.
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The Forestland Suitability Analysis provides findings indicating that soils only represent one () of
the tlree (3) environmental components of nutrients, water, and sunlight, which effects forest
productivity. However, there are no findings in the Addendum to demonstrate that the “T'ype 4™ area
lacks adequate mutrients, water and sunlight. In fact, the Addendum indicates that Douglas Fir could
easily establish on the uplands and there is no cleating or brush piling that would be required.

Findings to address limiting factors such as aspect, low water storage, and shallow soils ate specific

to areas identified as “Types 1, 2, and 37, which are primarily composed of Ritner gravelly silty clay
loam soil, and have the lowest forest productivity capability for the subject propetties based on
NRCS soils data. The soils identified in Type #4 are suitable for commercial forest uses.

The Addendum addresses Type 5, the powerline right-of-way, by including those acres in “Type 4.
The Addendum indicates that Type 5 as 14.0 acres that are already previously comunitted to
dwellings, roads, and the powetline.

Topography and the lack of road access to the lower slopes of the subject properties was identified
as a limiting factor for why ground machinery could not be used for a logging operations. However,
topography and access to roads is not a limiting factor for Type #4. This evaluation is again specific
io the western sloped areas and does not adequately demonstrate that traditional logging methods
could not be employed on the remaining eastern portions of the subject properties.

Fire risk and protection was another concern evaluated as part of this analysis. Mr. Barnhart
concluded that the fact the subject property is not within an Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF)
five protection district coupled with the perceived higher risk of human-caused fire would act as a
deterrent to commercial forest land investors. In the Addendurm, Mr. Bambaxt renewed his concern
to fire risk and inchided a new development, that it is harder and more expensive o obtain liability
insurance due the high mumber of catastrophic fires which have ocourred over the past two ycars.
He also stated two significant conditions associated with the recent wildfire catastrophes in
California exist on the properties subject to this report: (1) high voltage overhead powerlines through
the property; and (2) close vicinity to heavily populated areas. Staff nor the Hearings Officer do not
necessarily disagree with that conclusion, however, Staff was concerned that the result of this
proposed re-zone area would allow for increased rural residential development. Pait of the
irrevocably committed Goal exception criteria requires the Applicants to demonstrate that "rural
uses, density and public facilities will not commit adjacent ot nearby resource land to uses not
allowed by the applicable goal as described by OAR 660-004-0028." Staff reviewed 2019 Polk
County Assessot’s data and determined that approximately 199.5 actes just northwest of the
subject properties are receiving forest deferral In addition, these areas visually appear to be
managed for forestry purposes based on Staff’s review of the 2018 Polk County aerial photograph.
Staff raised concern that if increased rural residential development within the area is a deterrent
factor for commercial forest land investors as the Applicants claim, yet the Applicants’ proposal
would result in 17-19 additional dwellings, it seems that new resiclential development could further
deter investors of neighboring forest properties and therefore, “commit” those lands as well.

An evaluation of how the current level of development within the surrounding vicinity impacts
normal commercial forest management practices was also evaluated in the Forestiand Suitability
Analysis. Mr, Barnhart’s findings indicate that the risk of neighbor lawsuits would prevent
helicopter herbicide applications, therefore, requiring backpack treatments which would increase
costs associated with normal silviculture practices. Statements also indicate that close proximity
to major population centers would also limit the opportunity for slash burning due to a significant
amount of smoke and the risk of neighbor complaints and Jawsuit threats from smoke damage,
making the subject property less desirable for timber management. Noise associated with timber
harvest operations is another concern. Again, the Hearings Officer does not necessarily disagree
with these findings, but it is unclear how adding 17-19 additional dwellings on the subject
properties would not “commit” neighboring forest operations for the same reasons,

A financial analysis was provided with the Forestland Suitability Analysis to demonstrate the
projected rate of return for forestland investors, This evaluation inchndes information on 1) the cost
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of site preparation, 2) planting, 3) silviculture treatments expected, 4) annmal holding costs, and 5)
projections of expected future harvest income. After using two discounted cash flow (DCF)
models, findings conclude that it is not financially feasible to manage the subject properties for
timber production without subsidizing or settling for a much lower rate of return on investments
¢han what is typically demanded in the marketplace (5-6 percent). This evaluation was only
conducted for the areas referenced above as vegetation “Type 1, 2 and 3.” The DCF models in
Exhibit W for Type#l, #2, and #3 estinate timber volume based on soil productivity and Type 1,
2 and 3 contain soil productivity ratings of 143 or 157. The Addendum did not include a specific
financial analysis for Type #4 but stated that it would be similar to Type #1 and #3 in Figure 11 of
the 2017 report. However, Type #4 contains approximately 43 acres of the highest forest
productivity capability (rating of 172) based on the NRCS soil data. Type #4 is the only area on
the subject property fhat contains this forest produetivity capability. The Addendum lacks any
substantive discussion of how the financial analysis for Type #4 is considered similar to that of
Type #1 and Type #3 only the statement that they are.

Type #1 and Type #3 in the 2017 report contain lower soil productivity ratings than a portion of
Type #4. Without a more substantive explanation, the Hearings Officer does not find it reasonable
to conclude that the evidence supports a finding that the financial analysis for Type #4 will be
similarto Type #1 and Type #3 given the difference in soil productivity and the large area of higher
productivity capability, Mr. Bamhart did point out that the cost of land or rent costs was not
inchided in these models. However, the Applicants currently own the land and the DCF models
still have a profitable rate of return assuming the subject property owners invest money on the land

that they currently own.

Due to the impacts of fragmentation that has occurred on and around the subject propertics, Mr.
Barnhatt states, “n my opinion, this property which is located in a fragmented area is betier suifed
for small parcel hobby tree farms where return on investment is not the primary motivation for
management.” This conclusion implies that the subject properties could be managed for forest
production, however, there could be added risks which have been identified as an inability to use
cerfain forest management practices, a slightly lower rate of return for the western portion of the
subject property, and potential litigation from neighbors from smoke created during slash burning.
Nevertheless, the Hearings Officer {inds that the cvidence in the record does not demonstrate that
ile entire 228 acre area of land could not reasonably be managed for a commercial forest operation,
specifically those areas identified as “type 4”, and how, if approved, further fragtentation and
residential development would not impact or “commit” smrounding properties that are currently
managed for forestry purposes.

In a similar application that required an exception to Goal 4 (DLCD v. Curry County, 30 Or LUBA
204, 1996) the Oregon Land Usc Board of Appeals (LUBA) determined that a finding that
commercial forestry is impracticable on certain properiy does not justify an irrevocably committed
Goat 4 exception. Ti must be demonstrated that the property is impracticable for all Goal 4 uses. In a
similar case, (DLCD v. Coos County 29 Or LUBA 415, 1995) LUBA determined that findings that
address only the practicability of commercial forestry uses, rather than all commercial and
noncommercial nses allowed by Goals 3 and 4 on agricnliural and forestland, do not justify an
imevocably committed exception to either Goal 3 or Goal 4. The Forestland Suitability Analysis
focuses primarily on why commercial foresiry is impracticable on the subject properties, however,
some findings to address why the property cannot be managed for the conservation of oalk savanna
was also submitted. Findings indicate that conservation strategies are focused on tracts that are
greater than 200 acres in size, and a majority of the subject forestlands do not have large “Legacy™
oak frees. Although the Applicants have submiticd compelling evidence to demonstrate that
commercial forest operations may not be practicable on the westen pottion of the subject property,
the evidence in the record does not demonstrate that the entire 228 acre proposed exception area
could not be managed for any commercial and noncommercial uses allowed by Goals 3 and 4.

Based on the evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds the applications do not comply with
this criterion and do not demonstrate that the entire area proposed to be designated Rural Residential
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1 could not practiéably be managed for commercial timber production or other non-commercial uses
2 allowed by Goals 3 and 4.

3 ¢. The Rural Lands Plan designation applies to lands in the County which for the most
4 part lie between the relatively flat agricultural areas and the foothills of the Coast

5 Range. These lands are generally hilly, heavily vegetated, and have low densities of
6 residential development.

7

8

d. Ttis the intent of the Rural Lands Plan designation to provide an opportunity for a
segment of the population to obtain acreage home sites in a rural area, while at the

9 same time encouraging and protecting agricultuxe and foresiry.
10 e. In those areas that reccive an exception from the Oregon Statewide Planning
1 Agricaltural and Forest J.and Goals #3 and #4, but are not given an exception to

12 Oregon Statewide Planning Urbanization Goal #14, implementation will be
13 accomplished with the Acreage Residential 10-Acre (AR-10) Zone and Agriculture
14 and Forestry 10-Acre (AF-10) Zone. In those areas that receive an excepfion from
15 the Oregon Statewidé Planning Agricultural and Forest Land Goals #3 and #4 and
i6 Urbanization Goal #14, implementation will be accomplished with the Acreage
17 Residential (AR-5) or Suburban Residential (SR) Zones. [PCCP Section 4]

12 Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

19 The property owners comprising the rezone arca know that they lack the equipment and financial
20 resources to eagily establish farm uses where fanmn uses are a proven failure. The objective of this
21  land use action is to create a circumstance where more specialty farms can come mto this area.
22 The rezoning of the property to AF-10 provides an opportunity to re-establish farming without a
23 substantial capital outlay by creating farm use on smaller field sizes.

24  Applicants say concept of smaller farmn units is resurging from a similar resurgence in the late
25 1970's. A publication entitied "Small-Scale Farming” a portrait from Polk County, Oregon,
26 articulates issues regarding the establishment of smaller scale farming enterptises. There is a
27  cutrent resurgence of this concept as more consumers want to know where their food is coming
28 from, "farm to fork."” The subject rezone area, being close o Salem-Keizer,
29 Monmouth-Independence and Dallas could be an ideal place to establish such a small farm
30 enterprise area. The AF-10 Zone is ideally suited to the extreme variations that exist on this site
31 with respect to elevation, slope, wind exposure, aspect, soil mapping units, soil depth, soil
32 fertility, vegetative cover, degree heating days, frost fiee days as well as historical use of the
33 land. The purpose and intention of this zone is lo create an environment in which small scale
34 agriculture and forestry can be conducted through residency management, The concept of small
35 scale farming and "starter farms" can make substantial contributions to the local farm economy

36 ofthe area.
37 According to the Western Rural Development Center Paper from Oregon State University:

38 With the growing awareness of the fuct that small-scale farmers are an
39 imporiant embodiment of Traditional American values, new interest has
40 been generated in ensuring their ultimate survival. Small-scale farmers,
41 however, ave significant not only for the socinl values they represent, but
2 also for their sheer numbers. They make an important contribution to
43 strengthening the economic base and enhancing the social environment of
44 the rural community. Although farmers with gross product sales of less
45 than 840,000.00 account for only 15 percent of the Oregon’s, farm product
46 sales, they constituie 80 percent or 21,466 of the 26,753 farmers in the
47 siale,

48 The proliferation of the wine industry in the mid-Willamette Valley and the regular scheduling of
49 farmers markets (now on various days of the week) has created opportunity for small farmers to
50 generate cash crops and make a contribution to the local and state economy.
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An Oregon State University Publication entitled Small-Scale Farming, a portrait of Pollk County,
Oregon was published in 1979 and much of what this document promotes has come to finition
throughout Oregon including Polk County. This 45-page document, though dating from 1979, has
to some extent been realized with the proliferation of small farms, most notably vineyards, farms,
specialty livestock and non-traditional diaties. Other exotic crops being conducted on small acreage
include fowl (ostrich and emu), fur producing animals (mink, alpaca, and llamas) and flower
nurseries. Two produce stands ave located within a mile of each other on the Kings Valley Highway
near the Little Luckiamute River Bridge. A fiesh vegetable produce stand is located east of Dalias
where the Rickreall Cutoff intersects with Highway 22 across from the Oak Grove Golf Course.
Applicant states that the operators of the Rickreall facility earn most of their year income from the
sale of farm grown produce. Other fresh produce is featured on Wednesdays and Saturdays in Salem
and in Tndependence on Saturdays. In addition, there is greater emphasis from organic grocery stores
to marlet local products including fresh produce, free range poutiry and beef, honey, and wine. These
products are becoming more common place through Salem's Wednesday and Saturday markets. Life
Sowrce Grocery in Salem, Oregon also carties locally produced farm products from small farms,
some of which are certified organic. :

Applicants say the subject rezone area has a long history of diverse agriculture, but it also has a long
history of crop and livestock failures. The property has been used for sheep pasture, orchards, beity
crops, wheat, grass sced and Christmas trees and every one of these crops has failed on multiple
occagsions for reasons previously outlined. Applicant offers these failures as evidence nothing can be
grown commercially on the property.

With all due respect to the Simmons family, the Hearings Officer does not feel confident about
accepting an applicant’s testimony about his or her own fzilure to raise a profitable commercial crop
on a tract of Iand, as solid evidence that nobody else can succeed with any crop. The Hearings Officer
is not challenging applicants' good faith. However, as a general tule it is not wise to establish a
precedent of accepting, the circumstances of a party's own failure to succeed at a task, as evidence
that nobody else can succeed at the task.

Applicants' new plan for the land includes small acreages of organic oats for uman consumption,
fine fescue which does not require field buming, the boarding and training of horses and on one
adjoining property not in the rezone area, Noble fir Christmas trees. Noble Mountain Christmas frees,
the largest producers of Noble fir in the world, has plantations nearby at high elevations and they
prefer this area because the trees are penctically adapted to higher elevations. The successfinl Noble
Mountain plantation nearby are in deeper soil areas without direct wind exposure from the west.
There may be a few select protecied areas on the propetty where Noble fir might endure a growth
cycle. All the owners are seeking to diversify agricultore while concurtently seeking a zone category
that will allow residency management for smaller specialized farming and forest uses.

Staff notes that the applicant is proposing to change the PCCP’ designations and zoning of the subject
propetties to Rural Lands and ATF-10, respectively. The applicant must provide justification for
designation of the subject propetties as Rural Lands. The elevation of the subject properties is
between 900 and 1,060 feet with steep slopes to the west and south at a high point at the southern
end of the Bola Hills. The applicant contends that the subject propetties are compatible with the
properties in the vicinity and that the subject propetties cannot reasonably or feasibly be utilized for
farm or forest use by themselves or in conjunction with adjoining properties. Division of the subject
properties following Measure 37 claims made by various members of the Simmons family, and the
construction of three dwellings on its eastetn portion have broken up the ownership of what was
once an approximately 267-acre fanm unit. The ap plicant bas deseribed the properties in the vicinity
and Staff confirmed that of the 21 EFU zoned properties within 1,000 feet of the subject properties,
13 are 20 acres or less in size and include varying levels of small scale agriculiure.

Statements in the record indicate that the demand for the types of crops grown on the subject
properties historically have diminished, such as chenies, pranes, Douglas fir Christmas trees, grass
seed and grain, as the yield of these crops also dropped. Some of the processing facilities for these
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crops have relocated or closed. The applicant also states that prohibition of frrigation on the subject
properties and physical charactetistics of the site have been a limiting factor in the ability to
profitably manage it for agriculture. The applicant describes a new plan for farm uses that they have
cither established or intend to establish on the subject properties. The applicant provided a map
indicating where crops or agricultural activities are either established or could be established but did
not provide a written plan or pro forma. Nevertheless, Staff understands the applicants representation
of those new agriculiutal uses and plan to be small scale and not profitable and the applicant's
argument to be that if a dwelling is permitted, the likelihood of the establishment of an agricultural

activity, regardless of the fact that it would not be profitable, would be greater and better suited to
small acreage parcels. ‘

The applicant is not proposing an exception to Oregon Statewide Planning Goal 14 as they are
proposing AF-10 zoning with a minimum parcel gize of 10 acres. The purpose statement for the AF-
10 zone mdicates that the firction of the zone is to allow the designation of Rural Lands, consistent
with OAR 660-004-0040(7)(i)(A), without requiring a Goal 14 exception.

Staff found based on the applicants original submittal that the Rural Lands Plan designation would
be compatible with surrounding land uses and also enable the applicant to develop larger acieage
home sites where the occupant could manage the propetty for a range of specialty fanm uses as a
hobby even though the land is not suitable to make a profit in money from farm use. Based on the
foregoing, Staff concluded that small-scale, specialty agriculiure managed by occupanis with no
intent to make a profit from agriculture would be consistent with the Rural Lands Plan designation,
as implemented by the AF-10 zone. However, the applicant has provided evidence demonstrating
that there is a local market for diversified farm crops. The Hearings Officer does not disagree, but
notes that the question remains as to whether the subject propetties otherwise qualify for re-
designation and re-zoning.

Applicants® Additional Findings:

The property owners in the exception area lack the equipment and financial resources to easily
establish farn uses where farm uses have been a proven fathure. The objective of the applications is
{o create a citcumstance where more specialty farms can come into this area. The rezoning of the
property to AF-10 provides an oppertunity to re-establish farming on a smali scale where the
property owner can work and manage specialty crops without substantial capital ontlay and with
more assurance of some success, even if limited to home use of the products, or limited sales in the

marketplace at farmers markets.

The concept of smaller farm units is re-surging from a similar resurgence in the late 1970's. A
publication entitled "Small-Scale F ariing” a portrait from Polk County, Oregon, articulates issues
regarding the establishment of smaller scale farming enterprises. (This publication is part of the
Record that is being incorporated herein.) More consumers want to know where their food is coming
from, the concept of "farm to fork." The exception area, with easy access to Salem, Monmouth,
Independence and Dallas is an ideal place fo establish such a small specialty farms, where larger
farms with crop types that are disappearing in popularity and ability to process once were atfempied.

The AF-10 Zone is ideally suited to the extreme variations that exist i the exception area with
respect to elevation, slope, wind exposure, aspect, soil mapping nnits, soil depth, soil fertility,
vegetative cover, degree heating days, frost fiee days as well as the historical use of the land. The
purpose and intcntion of the proposed AT-1 0 zone is to create an environment in which smatl scale
agriculture and forestry can be conducted through residency management. The concept of small scale
farming and "starter farms” have been shown to make substantial contributions to the local farm

economy of the area.

According to the Western Rural Development Center Paper from Oregon State University: With the
prowing awareness of the fact that small-scale farmers are an important embodiment of traditional
American values, new interest has been generated in ensuring their ultimate survival. Small-scale
farmers, however, are significant not only for the social values they represent, but also for their sheer
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numbess. They make an important contribution to strengthening the economic base and enhancing
the social environment of the rural community, in addition to employing the land to its maximum
benefit. Although farmers with gross product sales of less than $40,000.00 account for only 15
percent of the Oregon's farm product sales, they constitute 80 percent or 21,466 of the 26,753 farmers

in the state.

The proliferation of the wine industry in the mid-Willamette Valley and the regular scheduling of
farmers markets (now on various days of the week, including ones in Tndependence and West Salem)
has created opportunity for small farmers o genetate cash crops and make a contribution to the local

and state economy.

Tn additjon, there is a greater emphasis on growing organic crops, and grocery stores 00w cater that
market and seek out local products including fresh produce, free range poultry and beef, honey, and
wine. These products are becoming more common place through Salem's Wednesday and Saturday
markets. Life Source Grocery in Salem, Oregon also carries locally produced farm products from
small fartns, some of which are certified organic.

The new plan for the land includes small acreage of orgavic oats for human consumption, the
boarding and training of horses, and small Iot Christmas trees. Noble Mountain Christmas trees, the
{argest producers of Noble fir in the world, has plantations nearby in decper soil arcas without direct
wind exposure from the west. There may be a few select small protected areas in the exception area
whete an owner might be able to manage a successful crop of Nobile fir for personal marketing.

The elevation of the subject properties is between 900 and 1,065 feet with steep slopes to the wesl
and south at 2 high point at the southern end of the Eola Hills. Smaller parcelization has been shown

to predominate the area surrounding the exception arca. The exception area has been demonstrated

1ot to be able to be farmed in larger fracts, but has the potential for productive farm and forest
activities on smaller tracts that are owner managed.

Division of the subject properties following Ballot Mcasure 37/49 claims made by various members
of the Simmons family, and the construction of four dwellings on its eastern pottion have broken up
the ownership of what was once an approximately 267-acre farm unit. The land use inventory details
the trend toward smaller parcels and ownet managed small specialty resource activities.

Demand for the types of crops previously attempted in the exception area historically have
diminished, such as cherries, prunes, Douglas fir Christmas trecs, grass seed and grain, as the yield
of these crops also dropped. Some of the processing facilities for these crops have relocated or closed.
The lack of ability to irtigate and physical characteristics of the exception area have been a limifing
factor in the ability to profitably manage it for agriculture or forestry.

The Applicants are not proposing an exception to Oregon Statewide Planning Goal 14 as they are
proposing AF-10 zoning with a minimum parcel size of 10 acres. The purpose statement for the
AF-10 zone indicates that the fanction of the zone is to allow the designation of Rural Lands to
accommodate lands which qualify for exceptions and employ a parcel minimum ot size of 10 acres.

This proposal fits all the definitiops and gualifications for conversion of this exception area fo smaller
parcels that can provide rural living opportunities for the Polk County citizenty, and in some places
add agricultural and forestry activitics on a small specialty scale to enhance the local resource
economy. This Policy is complied with.

Hearings Officer Findings:

The Pollc County Hearings Officer previously determined that failed atternpts at farming the subject
properties is not solid cvidence that no one else could succeed with any crops. The Applicants have
argned that the demand for crops previously attempted and failed has diminished. The Applicants
have identified a new plan for the land including small acreage of organic oafs for human
congumption, the hoarding and training of horses, and small lot Christmas {rees. The Applicants have
identified local markets for smaller scaled diversified farm crops, which seems contradictory to the
Applicants’ position that the properties would be managed as “hobby farms”, with no intent to make
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a profit in money. The Hearings Officer is also skeptical of the Applicanis’ plan for small acreage
homes to include the boarding and training of horses because infroduced into the record was a
Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions for the subject properties and it specifically

states in:?

5.7 No Animzals

No animals of any kind shall be raised, bred or kept in the Development withont DCC
approval, except horses, dogs, cats or other household pets may be kept so long as they are
not bred, maintained or kept for commercial purposes.

Thus, the DCC board will be able to control this permitted use on the subject properties and there is
no gnarantee that this approval will be given by the DCC board.

While the Applicants have put forth a convineing argument about the highest and best use of the
land, the applicable criteria does not allow for an exception to Goal 3 or Goal 4 when the propetty
could practicably be managed for farm use, even if it does not rise to the level of “commercial” farm
use.

As discussed above, TUBA lias previously determined that a Goal 3 committed exception cannot be
justified based on findings that “commetcial farming” is impracticable on the subject property.
LUBA also found that a Goal 3 committed exception cannot be justified simply because the
property is not capable of supporting an economically self-supporting agricultutal operation, or
because a reasonable farmer could not make a living entirely from agricultural use of the land.
Farm use that does not meet these thresholds are still protected by Goal 3 (Lovinger v. Lane
County, 36 Or LUBA 1, 1999).

The Applicants contend that their submittal for the Rural Lands Plan designation would be
compatible with surrounding land uses and also enable the Applicants to develop larger acreage
hore sites whete the occupant could manage the property for a range of specialty farm uses as a
hobby even though the land is not suitable to make a profit in money from farm use, Based on the
foregoing, small-scale, specialty agriculture managed by occupants with no intent to make a profit
from agriculture would be consistent with the Rural Lands Plan designation, as implemented by the
AF-10 zone. However, as discussed above, the 2018 Polk County aerial photograph demonstrates
that approximately 35 acres of the proposed exception area is cutrently in field crop production,
and two Agricultural Exemption permits identify an annual profit of $10,000 from orchard grass
(Tax Lot 602) and $14,000 from hotse boarding, lessons, and chicken egg production (Tax Lot
603). Field crop production was also confirmed by a letter introduced into the record as discussed
above. The Hearings Officer finds that there is evidence in the record to demonstrate that two (2)
of the subject properties are currently managed for farm use and are making a profit in money. The
Hearings Officer also finds that the remaining portion of the proposed exception area could be
managed for farm use with an intent to make a profit in money, although maybe not
“commetcially” as a self-supported farm operation, which LUBA has determined to still be
protected by Goal 3. For these reasons, the Hearings Officer finds that the existing Agricultural
Plan Designation and Exclusive Farm Use Zoning Designation are the appropriate designations
for the subject properties. .

£, Polk County will permit rural residential development in those designated

areas when and where it can be demonstrated that:

i. Water is available which meets the standards of the State Department
of Health; [PCCP Section 2, L, Policy 1.5(a)]

4 The Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions was not taken from the Pugmire
testimony, but was previously introduced into the record. The Declaration of Covenants,
Conditions, and Restrictions are tecorded in the Poll County Clerk Documents and Staff included
itin the record prior Staff’s recommendation and the hearing,
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Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

According to materials submitted by the applicant, Coffee Geosciences conducted a hydrologic
study of the subject properties to determine the relationships between its springs, wells and
groundwater aquifes. Results of the hydrologic study indicate that the proposal could be served
with gronndwater without any effect on nearby wells. The hydrologic repotl indicates that
groundwater withdrawals of 10 gallons per minute would cause a one inch drawdown of the
aquifer within a radius of 240 feet. The Coffee Geosciences report indicates that a test well
pumping 28.5 gallons per mimute for 24 hours recovered 90% of the aquifer drawdown in 30
minutes.

The applicant states that the subject properties ate in the Eola lills Groundwater Limited Avea
(EHGI.A). The Oregon Department of Water Resources (WRD) has defined the EHGLA as being
bounded by Township 5 South in Yamhill County, the Willamette River, Highway 22 and
Highway 99W. Bxtracting groundwater from aquifers in Columbia River Basalt formations in
the BIIGLA is regulated by WRD. Accordingly, the property owners would be required to submit
a well report with WRD to withdraw up to 15,000 gallons of groundwater per day for any,
domestic use on the subject properties. The applicant states that the number of wells that would
serve the proposal could be minimized by leveraging wells that produce 15-30 gallons per minute
to serve three potential dwellings instead of just one. The Public Iealth Division of the Oregon
Health Authority regulates Public Water Systems with four or more setvice connections,
consistent with OAR 333-061-0020. If a single well was used to serve fhree potential dwellings
on the subject properties, a Public Water System would not be required; however, withdrawals
of groundwater from the well would be limited to 15,000 gallons per day absent a permit from
WRD.

Absent a Public Water System certification, drinking water safety for groundwater spurces is
incumbent on individual users. Well constructors are aware of threats to public safety from
domestic water wells that are too shallow, or that are located within 100 feet of a septic system's
leach field. Also, any dwellings that may be constructed following this land use action waouid
require septic, building, plumbing and electrical permits from Polk County. A site plan review
confitming that relevant devclopment setbacks are met would be part of the building permit
process. Part of the site plan review evaluates whether the location of a domestic water source (a
well) is at least 100 feet from a septic system leach field, thereby protecting property owners'
public health by mitigating e. coli vectors.

Based on the evidence provided by the applicant, Staff concluded that adequate water would be
avatlable to serve the proposal. On the other hand, an independent expert on geological matters
and water rights, Dr. E. Timothy Wallin, in written testimony submitted on November 10. 2015,
said flie aquifer at issue cannot be relied on to provide a stable supply of water 10 the proposed
concentration of users under the proposal. He says there is a risk that new wells and existing
wells would find their supplies depleted. The Hearings Officer is not a geologist or hydrologist,
but with additional testimony and evidence in the record and the warnings of Dr. Wallin, it is
such that the Hearings Officer finds that there is not adequate water available to serve the

proposal.

Applicants’ Additional Findings:

‘Water will be provided from a combination of Orchard Heights Water District and on-site wells.
One of the debated issues in the prior case was the ability of the subject properties to be served
domestic water from wells developed on-site to serve the parcels that could be created in the AF-
10 zone if the applications were approved. Although there was significant evidence of the
availability of water in the prior Record, because of the doubt raised during the prior process, the
applicants engaged another Hydrologist to study the area and confirm that there is sofficient
aquifer available to supply maximum build out without any adverse impact on any surrounding

properties.
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Exhibit X is the detailed hydrology study prepared by Mr, John Rehm, a registered professional
geologist who is an expert on hydrology, having performed many studies of local aquifers.
Specifically, Mr. Rehm has- modeled and studied properties for Marion County’s sensitive
groundwater areas to determine the availability of water and its impacts on surrounding propetties

and wells.

The target of the water study was the Columbia River Basalt, which has geologically been shown
to contain strings of high hills that contain rechargeable groundwater that is suitable for
residential uses. Mr, Rehm determined in the study area there are two main aquifers, a shallow
one and a deeper one. He states that he had sufficient well and geology information available to
him to get a clear picture of the hydrological setting of the study area.

M. Rehm’s professional expert opinion is there is sufficient annual recharge to the aquifers to
justify partitions on the subject properties of 16 additional parcels and homesites.

Hearings Officer Kindings:

Neighboring property owners have expressed concerns about the potential impacts that the proposed
development could have on their existing well. Based on written testimony submitted by Dr. E.
Timothy Wallin, the Hearings Officer previously determined that there is inadequate water available
to serve the applicant’s proposal. For this reason, the Applicants provided an additional hydrology
study performed by John m. Rehm, Jr., who is a Registered Geologist with the State of Oregon.

Mr. Rehm’s hydrology study focused on seven key poinis including; 1) basalt is a good aquafer for
drawing water for a rural residential water well; 2) the Columbia River Basalt extends equally into
the Salem Hills and Eola Hills; 3) Basalt rock layering ins the same in the Salem Hills and Eola Hills;
4) groundwater recharge is the same in the Salem and Eola Hills; 5) the structural geology in the
Salam Hills and Eola Tills is the same; 6) hydrology in the Salem Hills and the Fola Hills is the
same; and 7) there has been recent site work in the Orchard THeights Area. The submitted hydrology
study also includes an evaluation of “The Water Budget”, which demonsirates that even with up to
19 new home sites, the remaining recharge would be 79.9%. Mr. Rebm indicates that value of the
recharge is very high because the Orchard Heights arca is a very spread out raral area; new residences
on the subject property would be on large lots (10 acres); and domestic water use would follow water
use practices of 525 gallons per day, per houschold.

While Dr. Wallis’s concerns as well. as the neighboring propetty owners regarding the potential well
impacts are valid, the submitted hydrology report was stamped with Mr. Rehm’s Oregon Registered
Professionat Geologist stamp and the Hearings Officer finds M. Rehm to be a credible professional
who has determined that there is available water to serve future residential development on the
subject properties. Full details of this hiydrology report are included as Exhibit X in the record. For
this reason, the Hearings Officer finds that the Applicants have demonstrated that there is adequate
water which meets the standards of the State Department of Health.

fi. Each housing unit will have either an approved site for sewage
disposal system which meets the standards of the County and the
Department of Envirommental Quality or ready access (o a
community system; [PCCP Section 2, L, Policy 1.5(b)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

The applicant states that the subject properties have been evaluated for septic system approvals.
The subject propetties have extensive units of Jory and Nekia silty clay loam soils that generally
accommodate on-site septic systems. Moreover, the applicant’s proposal contemplates a land use
action that results in parcels zoned AF-10, The AF-10 zone has a minimum parcel size of 10
acres, which would be considered generally large enough to meet siting standards for septic
systems. Staff consulted with the Polk County Sanitarian, Jim Solvedt, concerning the feasibility
of on-site septic systems on 10-acre parcels, should this proposal be approved. He indicated that
shallow soil depth and steep slopes are limiting factors when installing a standard septic system.
A minimum of 30 inches of effective soil depth is necessary to treat waste water in a standard
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septic system on gently sloping ground, and a minimum of 60 inches of effective goil depth is
necessary for a standard septic system on slopes exceeding 30 percent. Engineered alternative
treatment or capping fill septic systems may be used where a standard system is impractical due
to site constraints. A site evaluation for an on-site septic system for each new parcel would be
required as part of the building permit process, should this proposal be approved.

Staff reviewed materials in the record described above, and found it reasonable to conclude that,
given the 10-acre minimaum parcel size of the AF-10 zone, adequate space would be available on
the subject propetties to site standard or alternative treatment septic systems. The Hearings
Officer concurs with Staff’s conclusion.

Applicants® Additional Findings:
Thete is no public sewer system available to the exception area, so the area is served by individual
septic systems.

Hearings Officer Findings:

The Hearings Officer concurs with the previous determination made by Staff and finds that parcels
containing at least 10 acres are generally adequate to support an on-site wastewater treatment facility

(septic).

iii. The setback requirements for the development of wells and septic

systems on adjacent parcels have been observed; {PCCP Section 2, L,

Policy 1.5(c)]
Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:
The applicant states that a single dormestic water well could serve up to three of the proposed
dwellings contemplated by the proposal. This water distribution strategy would minimize the
aumber of domestic wells needed to serve the proposal. The applicant's proposal, if approved,
would result in parcels zoned AF-10, The AF-10 zone has a minimum parcel size of 10 acres,
which would be considered generally large enough to meet the 100-foat setback standard
separating domestic wells from septic system leach fields. Leveraging domestic water wells to
serve up to three residential connections would enhance the applicant's ability to meet the
distance standard between domestic wells and septic system leach fields. Staff concluded that the
proposed AF-10 zone would provide adequate area to locate domestic wells and septic systems
and associated repair areas on the subject properties in a manner that would meet the required
100-foot separation between them, The Hearings Officer concurs as to disposal but believes
further study is necessary fo resolve Dr. Wallin's concern about supply.

Applicant’s Additional Findings: (Addressed in PCCP Section 2, L, Policy 1.5(a) above}

Hearings Officer Findings:

As discussed above, the Applicants provided an additional hydrology study performed by Jobn M.
Rehm, Jr., who is a Registered Geologist with the State of Oregon. Rased on this stady, it is of Mr.
Rehnt’s opinion that there is available waier to serve future residential development on the subject
properties. This hydrology study was stamped with Mr. Rehm’s Oregon Registered Professional
Geologist stamp, Even with the establishment of additional wells on the subject property, Staff finds
that parcels 10 acres in size and larger are generally large enough to establish a dwelling, a domestic
well, and an on-site septic system that is at least 100 feet from any wells. The Heaxings Officer finds
based on the evidence i the record that the applications compty with this criterion.

jv. Sufficient public facilities and services, including police and fire
protection, health services, schools and transportation facilities, exist
or will be provided to accommodate the additional population resulting
from the development; and [PCCP Section 2, L, Policy 1.5(d)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Pugc 39 of 124 — PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Heaving Decision and Recommendation }



—_
Rt R R -

—_——
o I

[ I e e
S W o0 -2 Chh L2

[T - I L S ]
[= 2 R Y SR N e

S b Lo L LI LW LW W
wm—c\och\mhummoggg

h Lh e
2gETEERER

The applicant has listed vations public facilities and services that would be available for the
subject area, either on site or accessible, These include public education, fire protection, Toads,
storm drainage, sewage disposal, sanitation, telephone and internet. The list is set out on page 19
of the Staff report, and — except for water supply, discussed above --- has not been contested.

On October 22, 2013 a transportation analysis was conducted at the request of Wayne Simmons
to study the transportation impacts. The conclusion on Page § of the analysis reads as follows:
Seven tax lots in Polk County are proposed for a zone change from EFU to AF-10. The proposed
zone change could generate an additional 17 tiips during the morning peak hour, and 22
additional trips during the evening peak hour. The existing infrastructure, including the
intersection of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road adjacent to the property, is adequate to
support this potential additional traffic through the planning horizon. The proposed zone change
is therefore in compliance with the State of Oregon's Transportatiot Planning Rule.

Staff concluded that the applicant has provided information in the record concemning the
provision of public facilities and services that would be available to serve the proposed residential
use of the subject properties, including police and fire protection, health services, schools and
transportation facilities. The applicant indicates that the subject propetties are served by Salem
School District 323, Salem Suburban Rural Fire Protection District, Polk County Sheriff’s
Depariment, Valley Solid Waste Management, Salem Health, and Polk County Public Waorks
Department. The applicant bas demonstrated the subject properties are served by existing public

services.

The applicant estimates that 19 additional single family dwellings could be constructed if this
proposal is approved. According to the 2010 US Census demographic profile for Oregon, the
average household size is 2.47 people. As a result, the proposed PCCP change could result in an
additional population of 46 people. Staff found no evidence fo suggest that service providers lack
capacity to setve an additional 19 single family dwellings with an estimated population increase

of 46 people.

The subject properties abut Best Road, a Minor Collector in Figure 3 of the Polk County
Transpottation Systems Plan. The applicant submitted a transportation analysis for the proposal
authored by Lancaster Engineering dated October 22, 2013, supplemented on October 9, 2015,
which indicates that the propesed AF-10 zone would generate 17 morning peak hour trips and
23 evening peak hour trips, as compared with 4 and 5 trips, respectively, for the cutrent EFU
zone. Weekday total trip generation from the proposal would be 218 trips for the proposed AF-
10 zoning and 48 for the current EFU zoning. The Lancaster Engineering traffic analysis included
a discnssion of potential iraffic impacts the proposal may have ‘'on the State Highway System,
and the proposaf's consistency with the Transportation Planning Rule (TPR). The relevant section
of the TPR, OAR 660-012-0060, ensures that the function and capacity of State highways will
not be adversely affected by traffic increases resulting from changes to adopted fand use plans
and regulations. Lancaster Engineering's TPR discussion focused on the intersection of Highway
22 and 55 Avenue NW, which is also where Iighway 51 intersects Highway 22. A letter from
Daniel Fricke, Senior Transportation Planmer with the Oregon Department of Transportation
(ODOT), daied June 8, 2015 supports the conclusions in the Lancaster Engineering traffic
analysis addressing the TPR - that the applicant's proposal would not have a significant impact
on a State highway.

An operational traffic analysis dated October 22, 2013 was conducted by Lancaster Engineering
for the intersection of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road. The applicant provided additional
analysis of two intetsections on Orchard Heights Road in a supplemental report by Lancaster
Engineering dated October 15, 2015. Lancaster Engineering's additional traffic analysis of
impacts on the county road system from potential trip generation by the proposal, particularly the
intersections of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road and Orchard Heights Road and Orchard
Heights Place, was reviewed by the Polk County Engineer, Todd Whitaker, P.E, who determined

the impact of the proposal on the county road system would not be significant. After reviewing
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the applicant's statements, and comments from Todd Whitaker, P.E, Staff concluded that
sufficient transportation facilities would be available to serve the applicant's proposal.

Based on the evidence in the record, Staff concluded there would be sufficient public facilities
and services, including transportation, to accommodate the additional population from the
proposed development. The Hearings Officer agrees.

Applicants’ Additional Findings:

The exception area is accessed from Best Road. The area is a gated community with an exfensive
internal road system serving the entire exception area. Best Road is a Minor Collector, The
transportation system for parcelization of the exception to 10 acres ol more (a maximum of 17
additional homesites) has been studied and found to present no significant impacts on the Jocal
transportation facilities. The transportation reports were confirmed by ODOT.

With the exception of two hook-ups available from the Orchard Heights Water District, the
remainder of the exception area will be provided with domestic water from a well, There is no
public sewer system available to the exception area, so the area is served. by individual septic
systems.

The exception asea is provided educational services by the Salem-Keizer School District, Fire
protection is provided by the Salem Suburban Rural Fire Protection District (RVPD). Law
enforcement is provided by the Polk County Sheriff’s Office. There is no ODF timber fire
protection provided for the subject properties.

(Staff requested additional information regarding transportation in a letter dated January 11, 2019.
The Applicants’ supplemental response follows.)

To begin with, transportation issues have long been settled and have never been contested. There
have been few changes in the area that impact transportation, and little in the way of new
development since the update was done for this project on October 9, 2015.

As requested by Staff, the Applicants engaged Lancaster Engineering to again take another look
at the project and see if there have been any changes in the area that might significantly impact the
transportation facilities in the area. The updated TIA from March 19, 2019 concludes that there
have been no significant changes, and that the local roads will not be significantly affected by the
Litle increase in traffic to be generated by this proposal. The update is attached to this Memo as
Exhibit AB-1.

Tn addition, Lancaster pointed out that changes in the Transportation Planning Rule, as well as the
Oregon Highway Plan in 2012, have created a "safe harbor" for new developments that will
generate less than 400 average daily trips (ADT). In Action {F.5 of the new Oregon Highway Plan,
wemall increases" in traffic (less than 400 ADT) are considered to have no effect on the
transportation facilities, fequite no mitigation, and are deemed to comply automatically with OAR
660-012-0060(1).

Therefore, based an the cuirent law relating to compliance with the TPR, the only relevant question
is the number of ADT gencrated by a project. Whete a project generates less than 400 ADT, it
qualifies as compliant with the TPR. There has been no change in the ADT to be generated by this
project since 2015, therefore there is no need for additional transportation analysis in order to
consider compliance with the TPR.

The proposed change in zone here will aliow for new parcels not less than 10 acres in size, meaning
a fotal of 18 new homes. Using the standard calculation of a little less than 10 ADT per new home,
{he maximum teaffic impacts from this proposal is 170 ADT, thereby qualifying for "safe hatbor"
treatment under the OHP, which means that the project is automatically considered to have no -
significant impact on transportation facilities in the area. ‘
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This update confirms the qualification of the project for safe harbor status, and that there have been
no changes in the area sufficient to substantially impact any local transportation facility. The TPR
is fully complied with.

Hearings Officer Findings:

The Heatings Officer previously determined that there would be sufficient public facilities and
services, including transportation, to accommodate the additional population from the additional
development that could result from the applicant’s proposal. To ensure that the transportation facts
previously evaluated have not become outdated, Staff requested that the Applicants provide
additional evidence to demonstrate compliance with Statewide Planning Goal 12 (Transportation)
in a letter dated January 11, 2019. As a result, the Applicants provided a supplemental
memorandumn from Brian Davis with Lancaster Engineering, concluding that the proposed zone
change from EFU to AF-10, affecting seven (7) parcels, could generate up to 13 additional vehicle
trips during the morning peak hour and 18 additional vehicle trips during the evening peak hour.
Based on the Hearings Officer’s previous findings, and supplemented by a memorandum from
Brian Davis with Lancaster Engineering, Staff determined that the increase vehicle trips would not
be a significant change and the existing transportation facilities could support the proposed
increased residential development.

David Fridenmaker, from Salem-Keizer Public Schools, provided a letter in the record that contains
projected impacts on Brush College Elementary School, Straub Middle School, and West Salem
High School as a result of the proposed amendments. Mr. Fridenmaker’s letter did not expressly
oppose the Applicants® proposal, rather he provided some estimated figures on potential increased
enrollment at each school, and the estimated financial impacts to construct new school facilities to

serve increased enrollment.

The greatest potential impact from increased enrollment would be at West Salem High School, which
is alveady at 97 percent capacity. The school is designed for 1,797 students and the current enrollment
is at 1,746. In 2014, the School District commissioned a study that was performed by the Mid-
Willamette Valley Council of Governments in order to determine an estimation of students per
residence. Based on this study, it was determined that for calculation purposes, there are 0.143 high
school students per single-family dwelling. Mr. Fridenmalker estimates an additional enrollment of
three (3) additional high school students that could result from the Applicants” proposal, Staff found
and the Hearings Officer concurs that although these studies are relevant, this figure is slightly
inflated because the calculation was based on 22 additional single-family dwellings, not 17-19
additional dwelling as proposed in these applications. Nevertheless, the Hearings Officer finds that
Mr. Fridenmaker’s letter demonstrates that the existing schools do have capacity for the additional
development, but the additional development could accelerate the rate at which the maximum student

capacity is reached.

Other fignres provided by Mr. Fridenmaker estimate the facility construction costs per student. Based
on the Rider Levett Bucknall North Ametica Quarterly Construction Cost Report, $54,925 per
student is estimated for elementary schools, $64,045 per student is estimated for nviddie schools, and
$73,164 per student is estimated for high schools. Based on these figures, M, Fridenmaker estimates
fhe total of facility construction costs as a result of the applicant’s proposal to be $567,282. Again,
Staff acknowledged that these figures are inflated based on 22 new single family dwellings, not 17-
19 as proposed. Nevertheless, the Hearings Officer finds that these figures do not necessarily
demonstrate that there are not sufficient school facilities, just that increased enrollment inevitably
tequires more funding.

After considering evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds there would be sufficient public
facilities and services, including transportation and schools, to accommodate the additional
population from the proposed development.

v, Development of residential units will not result in the loss of lands
suitable for agriculture or forestry and will not interfere with
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surrounding agricuiture forestry activities [PCCP Section 2, L, Policy
1.5(e)] E
Bearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicants contend that the subject property cannot reasonably or feasibly be utilized for farm or
forest use by itself or in conjunction with adjoining properties. The proponents also recoguize
that this proposed action could affect adjacent and neatby farm operations but believe that those
properties, too, have problems that [imit their farm nses to low income generating grass hay and
limited grazing agricultural lands on very substandard acreages. Staff notes that the applicant has
applied for an irrevocably committed Goal exception as part of the applications. The proposed
exception area may contain a predominance of agriculiral soils and even continue to have other
agricultural characteristics, while still qualifying for an irrevocably committed Goal exception.
The applicant states that the demand for the types of crops grown historicaly, such ag cherries,
prunes, Douglas fir Chyistmas frees, grass seed and grain, have diminished as the yield of these
crops also dropped., Some of the processing facilities for these crops have relocated or closed.
The applicant also states that prohibition of irrigation and physical characteristics of the site have
been a limiting factor in the ability to profitably manage the subject properties for agriculture.
These changing conditions, applicant believes, have irrevocably committed the subject properties
to residential use. The Agricuiture and Forestry-10 Acre zone, which implements the Rural Lands
Comprehensive Plan designation, would be compatible with surrounding land uses and also
enable the applicant to develop latger acreage home sites where an occupant could manage the
property for a range of specialty farm uses as 2 hobby, even though the land is not suitable to
make a profit in money from farm use, Based on materials and statements in the record, Staff
generally supported the applicant's conclusion that the proposal would not result in the loss of
Tands suitable for agriculture or foresiry and would not interfere with surrounding agriculture and
forestry activities because small scale agriculture, which is supported by the proposed AF-10
zone, has been conducted in the vicinity of the subject properties for decades without conflicting

with fhe larger agricultural operations in the arca.

The subject properties arrived at their current configurations through a series of land use actions
inchuding three Measure 37 Claims, threc partitions allowed under Measure 37, Vested Rights
determinations related to property improvements made pursuant to Measure 37 Claims, and three
Measure 49 authorizations that permitted five dwellings on the subject properties. Staff notes that
the applications address recent residential development on the subject properties arising from
these Ballot Measure 37 applications, Ballot Measure 49 anthorizations, and Vested Rights
determinations. The vested rights arguments were submitted by the applicant as part of this record
to demonsirate that the subject properties are built and committed with strects, electric power,
septic systems, communication systems and domestic wells. The applicant states that the amount
expended for the infrastructure improvements listed in the preceding paragraph is $1,016,489.30.
According to the applicant, this figure does not include the more recent studies for hydrology,
trangportation, wildlife, soils, agronomy and planning services. The castern half of the properties
have been the beneficiary of most of the expenditures for improved roads, wells, electric power,
land clearing, surveying, sanitation testing and engineering. The weslernmost 120 acres only has

some roughed out roads and no utilities.

While the characteristics of the proposed exception area are considered relevant factors when
taking an irrevocably committed Goal exception, the emphasis of the exception is on the
relationship between the proposed exception area and adjoining uses, and why that relationship
commits the subject properties t0 uses not allowed by the Goals. In this instance, the applicant
contends that the lawful physical development that occwred under Measures 37 and 49 on the
subject properties, while they were not subject to Goals 3 or 4, are changing conditions that,
while may not have vested a Measure 37 use, rise to the level to have irrevocably committed the
subject propertics fo uses not allowed by Goal 3. Neither this atgument nor suppotiing evidence
was extended to Goal 4 uses at the time of the Staff repott. The applicant has since provided
additional evidence in the record demonstrating that residential development around the subject
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property makes agriculture and forestry difficult by limiting the ability to spray due to the impact
of drift on surrounding residential uses. The applicant has thoroughly documented the

‘topographical, climate and cutivation challenges of the subject properties, while offering cursory

teview of how recent changes on adjoining lands has committed them to uses not allowed by the
poals and whether allowing the proposed amendments would, in turn, commit adjacent or nearby
lands to uses not allowed by the applicable Goal. The seven properties comprising the proposed
exception area are between 20 acres and 45 acres in size. The applicant's proposal contemplates
10 acre propetties intended primatily for acreage residential uses and perhaps hobby farming. A
proposal increasing the number of parcels in the proposed exception area would amplify internal
conflicts with agricuitural operations by creating smaller farm units. The Hearings Officer cannot
ignore the inevitable foss of some resource land to the siting of proposed residences: streets,
sidewalks, diiveways, storage sheds and septic systems, not to mention the footprint of homes
and outbuildings. While this factor alone may not be decisive, it does negatively quality
applicant's statement that no resource lands would be lost to agricultural and forestry uses.

Provisions found in OAR 660-004-0018(2)(b)(B) require that "rural uses, density and public
facilities will not commit adjacent or nearby resource land to uses not allowed by the applicable
Goal as described by OAR 660-004-0028." The applicant’s proposal involves an "irrevocably
committed” Goal exception pursuant to AR 660-004-0028, which necessitates an analysis of
whether the proposal could commit adjacent or nearby resource land to uses not allowed by the
applicable Goal. Increasing the residential density of the subject properties would invariably
create conflicts with nearby large agricultural operations due to spray drift, dust and the
movement of farm machinery. While Oregon has "right to farm" laws that protect farmers from
allegations of trespass, inherent conflicts between residential and agricultural uses increase the
probability of nuisance lawsuits against farmers engaging in accepted agricultural practices such
as tilling fields and spraying crops. The applicant submitted matertal into the record on November
24, 2015 addressing the issue of drift from agricultural spray activities. The applicant contends
that spray applications in connection with agricnltural and forestry operations on the subject
properties could drift to adjacent properties, causing damage to neatby crops and creating a
nuisance for nearby residences. The applicant's argument is a double-edged sword, however,
since the same reasoning could be employed by nearby wine grape and Cliristmas tree growers
if the subject properties' primary use were residential.

A large area of committed lands, substantially isolated from the exception area by steep slopes,
resides to the south of the subject properties. This committed lands area, comprising
apptoximately 1,100 acres of AR-5 zoned land, extends south to Highway 22 and west to the
Salem city limits. Ten of the fourteen AR-5 parcels nearest the subject properties are owned by
William Curtright and are vacant (T7S, R4W, Section 24 Tax Lots 303 -308 and T7S, R4W,
Section 23 Tax Lots 1000 & 1003 -1005). Fach of these vacant AR-5 parcels could be developed
with dwellings, although they have been in their current ownexship for over 20 years and are still
vacant, Shonid the applications be approved, one 20-acre parcel zoned BEFU (located at 1785 Best
Road) would be surrounded by properties with Rural Lands PCCP designations. This property,
created pursuant to a Measure 37 Claim as Parcel 3 in Pattition Plat 2006-0029, with a nonfarm
dwelling being subsequently approved pursuant to Measure 49 Order number H132890C. Since
the 20-acre pavcel and the dwelling thereon were approved absentreview relative to the Statewide
Planning Goals, Staff anticipated that the proposed goal exception would not commit this
Measure 37/49 home site to uses other than those allowed by Goal 3 since it has already been
developed to a nonfarm use.

Based on the foregoing, Staff concluded that applying the proposed Rural Lands PCCP
designation to the subject properties would be consistent with the goals and policics of the PCCP.
This analysis assumes that the AF-10 zone would implement the Rural Lands PCCP designation.
The applicant has concurrently applied for a zone change on the subject property from EFU to
AF-10 in application ZC 14-02. Staff recommended that a condition of approval require that if
applications PA 14-01 and ZC 14-02 are approved, approval of cach application shall be
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dependent npon approval of the other. The Hearings Officer concurs, but does not want fo be
understood as saying this constitutes approval of either application since the applicant has not
mei the burden of proof to justify a Goal exception with respect to the subject properties'
suitability for agricultore or forestry, or whether the proposal would commnit nearby lands to uses
not allowed by Goal 3.

Applicants® Additional Findings:

The Applicants did not provide additional findings specifically addressing this applicable policy.
However, Staff understood the Applicants’ supplemental Forestland Suitability Analysis (Exhibit W
in the record), a memorandum from Andy Gallagher, who is a recognized soil scientist (Exhibit Y
in the record), and a letter from Mike McLain, who is a viticulfure expett and wine grape producer,
to demonstrate that the subject properties are not suitable for agriculture and foresiry uses.
Therefore, the Applicants assert that development of residential units would not result in the loss
of lands suitable for agriculture or forestty. '

Applicants also argned in their Final Argument that this development would not interfere with
surrounding agriculture activities becanse there is only one resource parcel in the neighboring area,
Legacy Hill Vineyard. Applicants argued that vineyard is to the west at the bottom of the hill, with
the vineyard being some distance to the west of the common property line with the Subject
Property, which is along the toe of the steep slope where there is only sctub brush and trees on the
Subject Property. The Applicants argue that given the slope, the homesite on this parcel would
likely be located as far up the slope as possible, and a long distance from the property line. The
Applicants believe there is no way that creating 10 acre parcels along that slope would have any
impact whatsoever on the vineyard land below.

Hearings Officer Findings:

As discussed above, the Hearings Officer finds the evidence in the record demonstrates that the
properties could reasonably be managed for agricultural and/or foresiry purposes. Therefore, the
Hearings Officer finds that increased residential development would have an inevitable loss of some
resource land due to the development of streets, driveways, outbuildings, septic systems, the
footprint of the dwelling, etc.

Provisions found in OAR 660-004-0018(2)(b)(B) require that "rural uses, density and public
facilities will not commit adjacent or nearby resource land to uses not allowed by the applicable’
Goal as deseribed by OAR 660-004-0028." This criterion is substantially similar to the intent of
Policy 1.5(¢) from the Polk County Comprehensive Plan, Section 2, listed above. Angela
Carnahan, Regional Representative with DLCD, provided comments indicating that the Applicants
did not adequately address OAR 660-004-001 8(2)(b)(B). The Applicants have stated (during the
previous and cuirent proceedings) that spraying and aerial harvesting cannot be utilized on the
subject properties due to increased rural residential dwellings and hobby farms on sutrounding
propetties becanse these practices could cause damage to nearby crops and could creale a nuisance
for nearby residences. The Heatings Officer finds this argument is a “double-edged sword”
because nearby vineyards and Christimas tree growers could employ the same argument if the
subject properties were developed with a residence and managed for hobby farms. The Hearings
Officer is also not persnaded that there is only one resoulce parcel contigaous to the subject
propetty as discussed in more detail in thiz decision.

Further, as discussed above, when evatuating whether the subject properties could be managed for
forestry purposes, the Applicants provided a Forestland Suitability Analysis. This analysis
determined that surrounding parcelization and residential develapment makes the property less
desirable for timber management because there is a greater risk of lawsuit tliveats from slash burning,
it would be more difficuit to use common forestry practices, and there is a perceived lower financial
rate of return that could be a deterrent for investors. The Hearings Officer is conccrned that if
increased mral residential development on surrounding lands is the factor that makes the subject
property not suitable for commercial forestry operations, as purported by the Applicants, it is then
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unclear how developing 17-19 additional dwelling on 10 acre parcels as proposed by the Applicant
would not further “commit” surrounding properties (approximately 199.5 acres) that are currently
receiving farm deferral and visually appear to be managed for forestry purposes based on the 2016
Polk County aerial photograph.

The Applicants did not provide any additional evidence to demonstrate how 17-19 additional
dwellings on 10-acre parcels, that may or may not be managed for hobby farms, would not impact
surrounding properties that are currently managed for agricultural and forestry purposes. Based on
the evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds that the applications do not comply with this
criterion.

2. Compliance with Oregon Revised Statutes, statewide planning goals and
related administrative rules which applies to the particulay property(s) or
situations. If an exception to one or more of the goals is necessary, the
exception criteria in Oregon Administrative Rules, Chapter 660, Division 4
shall apply; and [PCZO 115.050(A)3)(b)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicants put forward numerous proposed findings regarding all 14 Statewide Planning Goals
and guidelines in their applications and supporting materials. Given that applicants chose not to
number the pages or paragraphs in virtyally all of such materials, more precise citation is not
practical. These proposed findings ave described on pages 22 to 25 of the Staff report.

With respect to all of the goals and guidelines cxcept Goals 3 and 4, Staff and the Hearings
Officer generally accept applicants' proposed findings.

A request to amend the PCCP designation from Agriculture to Rural Lands requires an exception
to Goal 3, Agriculture, because the applicant is also seeking a corresponding Zone Map
amendment from Exclusive Farm Use (EFU) to Agricultvre and Forestry - 10 Acre {(AF-10) zone.
The AF-10 zone permits dwellings outright, whereas the current BEFU zone allows dwellings
when administrative and conditional nse review criteria are met. The applications must also be
found in compliance with the Statewide Planning Goals and related Oregon Adminisirative
Rules. For a PCCP amendment with a Goal Exception, the criteria for an "Trrevocably
Committed" exception to Goal 3 found in OAR 660-004-0028 must be considered, along with
the criteria found in the Transportation Planning Rule (TPR) OAR-660-012-0060 as part of Goal
12-Transportation. While the applicant has addressed Statewide Planning Goals 1 -14, above,
Staff has addressed only the Goals relevant to this proposal, as follows:

Goal 3, Agricultural Lands: ,

The applicant is seeking an "irrevocably committed" exception to amend the PCCP designation
from Agriculture to Rural Lands and zoning from EFU to AE-10 to allow for residential
development on the subject properties. An exception to Goal 3 must be taken since the proposed
Agriculture and Forest 10 Acre (AT-10) zone is not a qualified Ixclusive Farm Usc zone. In
order to demonstrate that the subject propetties are irevocably commitied to uses nat allowed by
Goal 3, the applicant must show that recent changes in the exception area, or on adjacent lands,
vender farm or forest uses thereon impracticable, not impossible. The exception criferia are

addressed below.

Goal 4, Forest Lands:

The applicant is seeking an "irrevocably committed” exception to amend the PCCP designation
from Agriculture to Rural TLands and zoning from EFU to AF-10 to allow for residential
development on the subject properties. An exception to Goal 4 must be taken since the proposed
Agricnlture and Forest 10 Acre (AF -10) zone is not a qualified Exclusive Farm Usc zone. In
order to demonstrate that the subject properties ate irrevocably committed to uses not allowed by
Goal 4, the applicant must show that recent changes in the exception area, or on adjacent lands,
rendet farm or forest uses thereon impracticable, not impossible, inchading the propagation and
harvesting of forest products. The exception criteria are addressed below.
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Goal 12, Transportation:

The subject properties abut Best Road, a Minor Collector in Figure 3 of the Polk County
Transportation Systems Plan (TSP). The applicant submitted a transportation analysis for the
proposal authered by Lancaster Engineering dated October 22, 2013, supplemented on October
9, 2015, which indicates that the proposed AF-10 zone would generate 17 morning peak hour
trips and 23 evening peak hour trips, as compared with 4 and 5 trips, respectively, for the current
EFU zone. Weekday total trip generation from the proposal would be 218 trips for the proposed
AF-10 zoning and 48 for the current EFU zoning. The Lancaster Engineering traffic analysis
included a discussion of potential traffic impacts the proposal may have on the State Highway
System, and the proposal's consistency with the Transportation Planning Rule (TPR). In applying
the TPR, OAR 660-012-0060, the County is required to determine whether the applications
significantly affects transportation facilitics as measured at the end of the planning period
identified in the TSP, which is 2030.

The relevant section of the TPR, OAR 660-012-0060, states that a plan amendment significantly
affects a transportation facility if it would;

1) Change the functional classification of an existing or planned transportation facility;
2) Change standards implementing a functional classification system; or

3) Result in any of the following effects based on projected conditions measuyed at the
end of the planming period identified in the adopted TSP:

a) Types or levels of travel or access that are inconsistent with the functional
classification of an existing or planned transportation facility;

b) Degtade the performance of an existing or planned transportation facility such
that it would not meet the performance standards identified in the TSP or
comprehensive plan; or

¢) Degrade the performance of an existing or planned transportation facility that is
otherwise projected to not meet the performance standards identified in the TSP
or comprehensive plan.

The Oregon Highway Plan (OHP) Highway Mobility Policy IF, Action IF.5, states that a Plan
Amendment subject to TPR Section 0060 that increases the volume to capacity ratio further, or
degrades the performance of a facility so that it does not meet an adopted mobility target at the
planning hotizon, will significantly affect the facility unless it falls within the thresholds listed in
Paolicy 1F for a small increase in traffic between the existing plan and the proposed amendment. The
policy sets the minimum threshold as any proposed amendment that does not increase the average
daily trips (ADT) by more than 400. When evaluated together, the new TPR and OHP exempt plan
amendments that would geperate less than 400 ADT fiom further TPR review as they are classified
as a small increase that does not further degrade the transportation facility.

Lancaster Engineering's TPR discussion focused on the intersection of Highway 22 and 55th Avenue
NW, which is also where Highway 51 intersects Highway 22. Thete is no evidence to suggest that
the proposed PCCP amendment would generate more than 400 vehicle trips. A letier from Daniel
Fricke, Senior Transportation Planner with ODOT, dated June 8, 2015 supports the conclusions in
the Lancaster Engincering traffic analysis addressing the TPR stating that the applicant's proposal
would not have a significant impact on a State highway. Based on the evidence in the record and the
comments from ODOT, it can reasonably be concluded that the proposed Plan Amendment would
not cause a significant effect on State transporiation facilities.

An operational traffic analysis dated October 22, 2013 was conducted by Lancaster Engineering for
the intersection of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road. The applicant provides additional analysis
of two intersections on Orchard Heights Road in a supplemental report by Lancaster Engineering
dated October 15, 2015. Lancaster Engineering's additional traffic analysis of impacts on the county

road system fiom potential trip generation by the proposal, particularly the intersections of Orchard
Heights Road and Best Road and Orchatd Heights Road and Orchard Heights Place, was reviewed
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adequate by the Polk County Engineer, Todd Whitaker, P.E, who determined the impact of the
proposal on the county road system would not be significant. After reviewing the applicant's
statements, and comments from Todd Whitaker, P.E, Staff concluded that sufficient transportation
facilities would be available to serve the applicant's proposal, and the Hearings Officer concurs.

Applicant’s Additional Findings:
What follows is an analysis of compliance with each of the relevant Statewide Goals.

Goal | - Citizen Involvement - Citizen involvement is advanced by providing appropriate notice
and an opportunity to conument on the applications. Notice for comments and of any and all public
hearings will be mailed appropriately and timely by Staff pursnant (o the mandates of the Polk
County Zone Code. This Goal will be complied with throughout this process.

Goal 2 - Land Use Planning - This Goal provides the flexibility in land use planning by allowing
Tar exceptions to Goals under certain citcumstapces. The applicants are seeking an "irrevocably
committed" exception to Goals 3 and 4. When the exception 1s granted and approved, this Goal is
complied with.

Goal 3 - Agricultural Lands - An exception is taken to this Goal as set forth in the applications.
Goal 4 - Forest Lands - An exception is taken to this Goal as set forth in the applications.

Goal 5 - Natural Resources, Scenic and Historic Areas, and Open Spaces - There are no identified
natural resources, historic or declared open spaces in the exception area, As can be seen in
photographs in Exhibit AA, the ridge line that traverses the exception area provides some of the
best and mast dramatic territorial views in all of Polk County. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 6 - Air. Water and Land Resources Quality - The exception area is intended to provide for
17 new parceis each with a rural residential homesite. The addition of these new homes will have
no adverse impact on the air or land resources. As noted in the hydrogeology report presented by
Mr. Rehm, Exhibit X, the addition of these homes will have no adverse impact on the water in the
area, and there will be sufficient water to serve the new homes. There are no inventoried air or
water or land resources of significance identified in the exception area. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 7 - Areas Subject to Natural Hazards - The exception area is not located within an identified
natural hazard arca. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 8 - Recreational Needs - The exception area is not within any identified or inventoried
vecreational area. There are no parks or other recreational designations involved with the exception
area. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 9 - Feonomic Development - This proposal is seeking to take land that caonot be
commercially farmed in large tracts, and tum the land into smaller parcels with homesites where
the owner can establish and maintain small speciaity crops, animals or Christmas trees, Taking
unproductive land and turning it into homesite that also can produce some hobby crops is an
economic win for Polk County, One only needs to look at the three parcels in the exception area
that have been developed. The homes on those lots are some of the most expensive homes in Polk
County, and while those parcels remain too large to manage by the owner for any sort of crop
production, some small hobby activities are being attempted. Taking land that is now producing
1o ecopomic value to the community and almost no tax dollars for the County, and turning that
land into high value homesites that pay huge sums in taxes is a boom to economic development int

Pall County. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 10 - Housing - This proposal will add up to 17 new homes in the West Salem Hills. Homes
ihat are near the Salem UGB, with easy access to a good highway system and the shopping -
opportunities that lie in West Salem and in Salem proper. The addition of rural homesites fillsa
need that has existed for a decade or more. The popularity of Ballat Measures 37/49 demonstrated
the desire and need for rural residential housing, and the failure of those measures to actually
produce much in the way of housing indicates the desire and need still remain. In any event, this
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Goal seeks to supply an array of different housing types in the County, and rural residential homes
on acreage is onc of those types the applications will fulfill. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 11 - Public Facilities and Services - The street system is in place, and is adequalte to serve the
additional dwellings that will be created upon approval of the applications. There is nothing in this
planning change that will create the need for more roads or intersections. Site development will be
by well (except for the two hook-ups for Orchard Heights Water) and septic system, thereby
creating no demand or need for extension of any water or sewer systems to the exception area.
Other public services will not be adversely impacted as there is sufficient capacity at present to
serve the exception area at full build out. This Goal is cornplied with.

Goal 12 - Transportation - The exception area is accessed from Best Road, a Minor Collector. The
submitted trausportation analysis for the proposal authored by Lancaster Engineering dated
October 22, 2013, supplemented on October 9, 2015, indicates that the proposed AT-10 zone
would generate 17 morning peak hour trips and 23 evening peak hour tips, as compared with 4
and 5 trips, respectively, for the current EFU zone. Weelcday total trip generation from the proposal
would be 218 trips for the proposed AF-10 zoning and 48 for the curent EFU zoning, The
TLancaster Engineering traffic analysis included a discussion of potential traffic impacis the
proposal may have on the State Highway System, and the proposal's consistency with the
Transportation Planning Rule (TPR). In applying the TPR, OAR 660-012-0060, the County is
required to determine whether these applications significanily affects transportation facilities as
measured at the end of the planning pertod identified in the TSP, which is 2030. ODOT reviewed
the Lancaster material and determined there would be no sigpificant effects on any transportation
facility. This information alone makes the applications comply with this Goal. This finding is
verified by the 2012 changes made to the Oregon Highway Plan (OHP), and with the
Transportation Planning Rule, Those changes provide a “safe hatbor” for antomatic compliance
with Goal 12 where the proposal does not increase the average daily trips (ADT) by more than
400. When evaluated together, the new TPR and OHP exempl plan amendments that would
generate less than 400 ADT from further TPR review as they are classified as a small increase that
does not further degrade the transportation facility. It is typically understood that a single family
dwelling will generate 10 ADT. This proposal will generate at most an additional 17 dwellings,
for a total traffic generation of 170, far below the “safe harbor” figure of 400. This Goal is

complied with.

Goal 13 - Brerpy - The cxception area is an excellent site for passive solar heating due to its higher
elevation and sun exposure, The spacing of the dwellings on at Jeast 10-acre parcels will assure
¢hat solar access is not blocked. Energy savings will also be realized from the relatively compact
road system that will be serving all of the existing and potential home sites. Not extending the ro ad
to the west and southwest will minimize the outlay for gravel road bases and paving, The internal
road system also allows maximum accessibility to the only collector road serving the site (Best
Road). All potential dwellings sites will have access to a road system that provides equal access
regardless of location, thus saving energy and wear and tear on vehicles. The road system is
designed so that there are no dead ends and the number of potential new dwellings at 17 does not
trigger any need for a second access. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 14 - Urbanization - The Applicants are proposing the AF-10 zoning to implement their
proposed Comprehensive Plan designation of Rural Lands. The purpose statement for the AF-10

>one indicates that the function of the zone is to permit the designation of Rural Lands consistent
with OAR 660-0040040(7)(i)(A), which allows, without an exception to Goal 14, new rural
residential areas designated after October 4, 2000, and requires any new lot or parcel to have an
atea of at least ten acres, Once approved with the AF-10 acre zone, this Goal is complied with as

the lands are considered rural lands and not urbanizable lands.

Goals 15 - 18 Relate to the Willamette River and Ocean Ateas - These Goals are not applicable to
the applications as the exception area is not near or impacted by the Willamette River or any of

the Ocean Goals.
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Hearings Officer Findings:

The Applicants have submitted an exception o Statewide Planning Goal 3 (Agricultural Lands) and
Goal 4 (Forest Lands), under the “irrevocably committed” goal exception criteria. The applicable
criteria for an irrevocably committed goal exception(s) is addressed below.

As discussed above, Staff lias determined that there are adequate transportation facilities to support
additional residential development that could result from the Applicants’ proposal, Staff’s findings
ate based on the Hearings Officer’s previous findings, as well as a supplemental memorandum from
Brian Davis with Lancaster Engineering, which was requested by Staff and provided by the
Applicants. Staff finds that the Applicants’ proposal would be in compliance with Statewide
Planning Goal 12 (Transpottation).

Public Comment raised the issue of whether the Applicants and Polk County had complied with a
Goal 5 Exception because the subject properties are within a designated significant groundwater
resource. The Hearings Officer will address this below.

The Hearings Officers finds that, other than what is mentioned above, the Applicants’ proposal is
consistent with all other Statewide Planning Goals, based on the Applicani’s statements and the
oxtensive uncontested findings during the previous proceeding. '

3, Compliance with the provisions of any applicable intergovernmental
agreement pertaining to urban growth boundaries and urbanizable land.

[PCZO 115.050(A)(3)(c)}
Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

The subject properties are not located within an urban growth boundary or within an
incorporated city. As a resuli, no intergovernmental agreements are applicable to the
applications. This criterion is not applicable to the proposed amendment.

Avplicant’s Additional Findings:
There are no intergovernmental agreements that are applicable to the exception area,

Hearings Officer ¥Findings:

Qaff confirmed that the subject properties are not located within an urban growth boundaty or
within an incorporated city. As a result, no intergovernmental agreements ate applicable to the
applications. This critetion is not applicable to the proposed amendment.

2, Findings for an Exception to Statewide Planning Goals 3 and 4 File PA 18-01:

A. A Jocal government may adopt an exception to a goal when the land subject o the
exception is irrevocably committed to uses not allowed by the applicable goal
because existing adjacent uses and other relevant factors malse uses allowed by
the applicable goal impracticable; [OAR 660-004-0028(1)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicants state that a local government may adopt an exception to a goal when the land subject
to the exception is irrevocably comunitted to uses not aliowed by the applicable goal because
existing and adjacent uses and other relevant factors makes uses allowed by the applicable goal
impracticable, At Jength, applicants argue this point as summarized on pages 24 and 25 of the Staff
report, including discussion of the definitions of "practical" and “practicable.”

Applicants contend every area on the property proposed in this rezone has multiple challenges
depending on. location. No atrea on the site is ideally suited for farming but some areas can be
farmed for select crops with appropriate management practices. The standards in the goals and the
enabling EFU zone explicitly are driven by the enabling legislation in ORS 215.203 for farming
to be conducted with "an intent to make a profit in money." Laige fields with monoculture crops

Page 50 of 324 — PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Hearing Decision aud Recommendation
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have proven to be a failure on this farm that, applicants says, was abandoned after World War 1
and purchased from the county for the taxes in the 1930's. \

Staff understands that the applicants are proposing this PCCP amendment under the assertion that
the curtent designation of Agriculture, and subsequently Oregon Statewide Planning Goal 3, are
no longer appropriate due to changing conditions on the subject properties and in the surrounding
area. The applicants emphasize in their proposal that the property is better suited for acreage home
sites. The current zoning designation of the subject properly is FFU, which implements the
Agriculture PCCP designation and has a minimum parcel size of 80 acres. The EFU zone allows
dwellings when certain farm income, soil quality or contingous ownership tests are met, but does
not list dwellings as an outright permitted use in the zone. The applicant’s proposal would change
the zoning of the subject property to AF-10, which has a 10-acre minimum parcel size and permits
a single farnily dwelling as an oufright permitted use. The applicants ave proposing an Trrevocably
Committed Goal exception to Statewide Planning Goal 3, Agricultural Lands.

It must be noted, even if not explicitly stated, that land use laws and ordinances in Oregon do not
enicourage easy conversion of resource lands into non-tesource lands. However, an exception to a
goal may be adopted when an application demonstrates that the land subject to the exception is
irrevocably committed to uses not allowed by Goal 3. An Irrevocably Committed exception may
be justified when a local government demonsirates that existing adjacent uses and other relevant
factors make uses allowed by Goal 3 impracticable. Demonstrating that all allowed uses under
Goal 3 are impossible is not required to take an exception, onty that the uses are impracticable. A
demonstration that recent or imminent changes affecting an exception area by themselves, or in
combination with other factors, render continued farm use imptacticable is required to justify a
poal exception. The applicant asseits that prohibition of irrigation on the subject properties and
physical characteristics of the site have been a limiting factor in the ability to profitably manage
the subject properties for agriculture, The applicant contends that these factors coupled with the
development that occurred under Measures 37 and 49 on the subject propetties are changing
conditions that have irrevocably committed the subject properties to uses not allowed by Goal 3.
Qaff concluded that an exception to Goal 3, Agriculfural Lands, i therefore necessary to reconcile
ownership patterns with the land capability of the subject properties. The Hearings Officer concurs
as to the necessity, though whether this property qualifies for such an exception in fact remains

open.
Applicants® Additional Findings:
Tn addition to complying with the Polkk County Plan and Zone amendment process stated above, the

. applications require an exception be taken for Goal 3 (Agriculture) and Goal 4 (Forestry). No

exception is necessary for Goal 14, because the proposed AFE-10 zoning does not constitute
ughanization as a matter of law. No exception is necessary for any other Goal. The exception
process, and compliance therewith is discussed below.

The statewide goals and guidelines are not fixed in stone, and like variances to development
standards in a zone code, there is a process where the normal goal provisions can be found to not
apply to certain lands. This is the Exception process, found in Goal 2, Part Il and OAR 660-015-
0000(2).

According to this exception process, Polk County may adopt an cxception to a goal for one of three
yeasons. The first is that the land subject to the exception is physically developed to the extent that
it is no longer available foruses allowed by the applicable goal. The second ig that the [and subject
to the exception is irrevocably committed to uses not allowed by the applicable goal because existing
adjacent uses and other refevant factors make uses allowed by the applicable goal impracticable.
The third and final is that there are reasons that justify why the state policy embodied in the
applicable gosls should not apply.

In the applications it is the second of the three exception citeria which is applicable here, and upon
which the applicants rely and will justify compliance with. In this case the 228 acres, in the scven

Page 51 of 124 — PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Hearing Decision and Recommendation



f=-JRN = B - - S R

[a—

11
12
13
[4
15
16
17

13
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

2

29
30
31
12
33
34
35
36
37

33

39
40
41
42

43
44

45
46

contiguous parcels, are irrevocably committed to DON-TESOUICE USES (farm or forestry) because of the
type and density of uses that has developed on adjacent and surrounding lands. ‘

The requirements to qualify land for an irrevocably committed exception are specified in OAR
660-004-0028. The irrevocably committed cxception is authorized specifically in ORS
197.732(2)(b) where the land subject to the exception is irrevocably committed to uses not allowed
by the applicable goal because existing adjacent uses, and other relevant factors, make uses allowed

by the applicable goal impracticable.

Under OAR 660-004-0028(2) whether land is irrevocably commitled depends on the relationship
between the exception area and the lands adjacent to it. To justify this exception type, evidence must
be submitted that address the following issues:

(a) The characteristics of the exception area;
(b) The characteristics of the adjacent lands;
() The relationship between the exception arca and the lands adjacent to it; and
(d) The other relevant factors set forth in OAR 660-004-0028(6) which include:.

1. Existing adjacent uses;
2. Existing public facilities and services (water and sewer lines, etc.);
3. Parcel size and ownership pattetns of the exception area and adjacent lands:

A. Consideration of parcel size and ownership patterns shall include an analysis of how
the existing development pattern came about and whether findings against the goals
were made at the time of partitioning or subdivision. Past land divisions made without
application of the goals do not in themselves demonstrate irrevocable commitment
of the exception area. Only if development (e.g., physical improvements such as
roads and underground facilities) on the resulting parcels or other factors makes
imsuitable their resource use or the resource use of nearby lands can the parcels be
considered to be irrevocably committed. Resource and non-resource parcels created
and uses approved pursuant to the applicable goals shall not be used to justify a

committed exception.

B. Bxisting parcel sizes and contiguous ownerships shall be considered together in
relation o the land's actual use. For example, several contiguons undeveloped parcels
{including parcels separated only by a road or highway) under one ownership shall
he considered as one farm ot forest operation. The mere fact that small parcels exist
does not in itself constitate irrevocable commitment. Small parcels in separate
ownerships are more likely to be irrevocably committed if the parcels are developed,
clustered in a large group or clustered around aroad designed to serve these parcels.
Small parcels in separate ownetships are not likely to be itrevocably committed if
they stand alone amidst larger farm or forest operations, ot are buffered from such
operations;

4. Neighborhood and regional chatacteristics;

5. Natural or man-made features or other impediments separating the exception area from
adjacent resource land. Such features or impediments include but are not limited to roads,
watercourses, utility lnes, easements, or tights-of-way that effectively impede
practicable resource use of all or part of the exception area,

6. Physical development according to OAR 660-004-0025; and
7. Other relevant factors.

Whether uses or activities allowed by an applicable goal are impracticable as that term is used here
is determined through consideration of the above factors.
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For exceptions to Goals 3 or 4, local governments are required to demonstrate that only the following
uses or activities are impracticable:

() Farm use as defined in ORS 215.203;
{b) Propagation or harvesting of a forest product as specified m OAR 660-033-0120; and
(¢) Forest operations or forest practices as specified in OAR 660-006-0025(2)(a).

The purpose of this exception process is to permit irrevocably committed exceptions were justified
50 as to provide flexibility in the application of broad resource protection goals. It is not required
that an applicant demonstrate that every use allowed by the applicable goal is "impossible."

There are only two goals that are applicable for this exception: Goal 3, Agriculture and Goal 4
Forestry. What follows is the justification for the itrevocably committed exception to these two

Goals.
Hearings Officer Findingg

Public comment raised issue that the applications also need to have findings refating to an Exception
ta Statewide Planning Goal 5 because the subject properties are located in a groundwater limited
area. The Oregon Depariment of Water Resources (WRD) has defined the Eola Hills Groundwater
Limited Area (BHGLA) as being bounded by Township 5 South in Yamhill County, the
Willamette River, Highway 22 and Highway 99W. The Applicants have stated that the snbject
properties are within the EHGLA. Poilc County’s Goal 5 inventory js acknowledged by DICD. If
Polk County updated their inventory through periodic review, the inventory may need to include
ground water limited resources. Curently, based on a review of the Polk County Significant Resource
Area (SRA) Map, the subject properties have no inventoried significant resources.

Based on the evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds the subject properties do not have

an inventoried significant resource and an Exception to Goal 5 is not required for the applications.

The Applicants’ proposal requires an exception to Statewide Planning Goals 3 and 4. The applicable
criteria for an irrevocable committed goal exception(s) is addressed below.

B. Whether land is irrevocably committed depends on the relationship between the
exception area and the Jands adjacent to it. The findings for a committed
exception therefore must address the following: [OAR 660-004-0028(2)]

1. The characteristics of the exception area;

2. The characteristics of the adjacent lands;

3. The relationship between the exception area and the lands adjacent to it; and
4. The other relevant factors set forth in OAR 660-004-0028(6);

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicants argue that the subject property cannot reasonably or feasibly be utilized for farm or
forest use by itself or in conjunction with adjoining properties, especially to the cast and south
where rural residences hiave proliferated. It cannot be reasonably farmed with most of the area to
the notth due to topogiaphic constraints, nor can it be with properties to the east that are across
Best Road that are in small farm use parcels with dwellings. The subject of these applications is
a 228-acre area comprised of four ownerships and seven legal lots of record. Each ownership is
described in detail in the applications, as summarized on pages 30 to 32 of the Staff report.

Staff maintains that whether land is itrevocably committed depends on the relationship between
the exception arca and the Jands adjacent to it. The applicant states that the subject properties were
originally part of a larger tract of fand owned by the Simmons family since World War 1.
Applicant states that the Simmons family actively farmed the tract, growing gooseberries,
strawberries, prunes, cherries, fine fescue grass, Christmas trees and wheat, with little snceess.
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The subject propetties are located one property south the intersection of Orchard Heights Road
and Best Road and are commonly known as 1789, 1795 and 1797 Best Road, Salem, OR
(Assessment Map T73, R4W, Section 14, Tax Lots 601,602,603,604 and 605 and T7S, R4W,
Section 23, Tax Lots 100 and 101). The subject properties atrived at their current configurations
through a series of land use actions including three Measure 37 Claims, three pattitions allowed
under Measure 37, Vested Rights determinations related to property improvements made pursuant
to Measure 37 Claims, and three Measure 49 authorizations that permitted five dwellings on the
subject properties.

Staff notes that these applications addresses recent residential development on the subject
properties arising from these Ballot Measure 37 applications, Ballot Measure 49 guthorizations,
and vested rights determinations. The vested rights arguments werc submitted by the applicant as
part of this record to demonstrate that the subject properties are built and commiited with streets,
electric power, septic systems, communication systems and domestic wells. The applicant states
that the amount expended for the infrastructine improvements listed in the preceding patagtaph is
$1,016,489.30. According to the applicant, this figure does not include the more recent studies for
hydrology, transportation, wildlife, soils, agronomy and planning services, The eastern half of the
properties have been the beneficiary of most of the expenditures for itnproved roads, wells, el ecttic
power, land clearing, surveying, sanitation testing and engineeting. The westernmost 120 acres
only has some roughed out roads and no utilities.

The elevation of the subject propettics is between 900 and 1,060 feet with steep slopes to the west
and south at a high point at the southern end of the Eola Hills. According to the applicant, this
creates more challenging conditions for crop cultivation than properties that have been successful
at establishing commercial vineyards and Christmas tree farms. Wind exposure is high since this
southern promontory of the Eola Hills is in the path of coastal winds passing through the Van
Duzer Gap. Moreovet, the subjéct propertics location on the south side of a promontory means
they receive more incident solar radiation than other areas of Pollkt County. The applicant indicates
that a combination of solar exposure on steep south facing slopes and steady winds make raising
crops on the subject properties impracticable because clevated rates of transpiration sap available
goil moisture, which stunts growth and leads to crop failures. The slope, aspect and elevation of
the subject properties have contributed to crop failures resulting from cool temperatures that
discourage pollinatots, heavy rains precipitated from orographic lifting of clouds up the Eola Hills,.
and constant wind damaging and stressing plants. Staff evaluated the applicant's statements and
concurs that while the subject properties are predominantly comprised of soils that characterize
agricultural land, consistent with OAR. 660-033-0030, site constraints related to slope, aspect,
excessive wind and abundant sun exposure limit their ability to produce commercial agricultural
Crops.

The applicant states that wine grapes are not a suitable crop for the subject properties, citing site
specific limitations related to elevation, a lack of irrigation water, crop damage from pests, a
preponderance of boulders, and a lack of landscape uniformity to establish blocks with the
appropriate aspect. The applicant states that the vast majority of vineyards in the Willamette
viticulture area are below 600 fect in elevation. Indeed, existing neatby vineyards atre at lower
clevations than the subject properties. Cubanisimo Vineyards to the east of the subject propetties
is located on the leeward side of Glenn Hill at an elevation of approximately 950 feet, Eola Hilis
Wine Cellars' Legacy Estate Vineyard is located at the toe of the escarpment west of the subject
properties at an elevation of approximately 500 feet, Kathken Winery, to the northwest of the
subject properties is at an elevation of approximately 830 feet, and Domaine Droulin Oregon,
Inc.’s vineyard nottheast of the subject propetties at an elevation of approximately 680 feet. While
the aforementioned vineyards are all above 600 feet of elevation, except for the Legacy Estate
Vineyard, they are not located on ridge tops, and e largely sheltered from the constant winds
affecting the subject propetties, Vineyard sites in the vicinity of the subject properties reveal the
variety of landscapes on which vineyards are planted, with east facing, west facing and south
facing vineyards represented by the small sample above. However, the subject properties are more
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exposed to wind and sun than the vineyard sites swtounding it, lending some credence to the
applicant's observations that wine grape production is impracticable there. At the same time,
evidence in the record shows that some knowledgeable grape growers feel that "the rocky,
windbattered slopes of the Eola-Amity hills have emerged as one of Oregon's most singular
terrains for pinot noir." [Patrick Comiskey, "Wind Powered Pinot", Wine & Spiriis Magazine,
April 2013.] Applicant contends above that the Simmons family “actively farmed the tract,
growing gooseberries, strawberries, prunes, chervies, fine foscue grass, Christmas trees and wheat
with litile success," attempting by this recitation to demonstrate the land is not suitable for large-
scale commercial agricyltinal crops. There is no indication that attempts were made to grow grapes

- of any variety.

Statements by the applicant indicate that parcelization of lands in the vicinity of the subject
propetties has resulted jn an ownetship pattern that precludes the management of small farm
holdings as larger farm units and has led to the proliferation of small scale specialty farms. Staff
notes that the nearest large agricultural operations to the subject propetties are Christmas tree farms
and vineyards, Using 2011 Aerial Photographs and GIS measuring tools, Staff estimated the size
of the largest agricultural operations in the vicinity of the subject properties. Hola Hills Wine
Cellars' Legacy Estate Vineyard hag approximately 75 acres of vineyard planted on an
approximately 162 acre parcel immediately west of the subject properties; Domaine Drouhin
Oregon, Inc. has approximately 140 acres of vineyard planted on four adjacent parcels totaling
approximately 278 actes about a mile noitheast of the subject propetties; Doubletrees Land &
Timber, LLC has approximately 120 acres of Christmas trees planted on an approximately 170
acre property about one third of a mile southeast of the subject properiies; Schudel Enterprises,
LLC owns approximately 198 acres immediately west of the Domaine Drouhin Oregon, Inc. and
grows Christmas trees on approximately 185 of those acres; and, across Orchard Heights Road
from the subject propexties, Charles and Andrea Hatchetic own ten contiguous tax lots comprising
approximately 147 acres planted with over 100 acres of Christmas irees. Growing specialty crops
at a larger scale generally means lower input costs, and more predictability at harvest.

Land use changes on propesties in the vicinity of the subject properties generally support the
applicant's statements regarding the proliferation of small scale farms in the area. Staff developed
a table to characterize the nature of specialty agriculture in the vicinity of the subject properties.
The 2014 Polk County Assessor's Office records were referenced for the assessed values of land
and structures located on EFU lands within 1,000 feet of the subject properties to help evaluate
whether nearby lands are primarily used for agricultural or residential purposes. There is no
evidence demonstrating whether or pot surrounding properties are able to make a profit in money
from agriculture. Therefore, to help understand whether or not surrounding small farm operations
rise to the level of a commercial farm where there is the intent to make a profit in money, one can
assume that properties engaged primarily in agriculiure generally have higher assessed values for
land relative to structures thereon. The table compares assessed values for land and structures on
EFU properties within 1,000 feet of the subject properties. The table is set out in full on pages 33

and 34 of the Staff report.

Of the 21 properties zoned EFU within 1,000 feet of the subject properties, eight have higher
assessed values for structures than for the underlying land. Two of the properties for which land is
assessed at a higher value than the structures thereon are not receiving farm deferrals, which would
inflate the assessed value of the those lands, Whether ot not a property qualifies for special
assessment for farm use is not necessarily an indicator as to whether or not the property is capable
of making in profit in money from farm use. Staff observed that three of the 12 nearby EFU
properties having higher assessed values for land than for structures are vacant. Accordingly, it
can be argned that, within 1,000 feet of the subject properties, there are neatly as many small scale
farms among EFU properties with residences than there are large commercial farming operations.
A majority of the EFU lands to the north and west of the subject propettlics are, or could be, large
commercial scale farms. The applicant has characterized the properties to the east as "hobby"
farms. A definition of a "hobby" farm from Internal Revenne Service (IRS) is generally accepted
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to mean that there is no intention by the farm operator to make a profit from agricultural activities.
Staff observes that BFU zoned propetties near the subject property that have higher assessed values
for structures than for the underlying land and may qualify as hobby farms by this definition.
Without economic data for the surrounding properties, Staff is making the assumption that
agricultural income would not be sufficient to support the costs of dwellings and other structural
improvements on those lands. Therefore, capital derived from sources other than farm income
from these neighboring properties would be necessary (o construct and maintain the dwellings and
structures, leading one to conclude that agricultural activities thereon are ancillary to the residential
uses. This does not in itself atlow the conclusion that surrounding properties are not capable of or
are not currently malking a profit in money from agricultore; only that it may not be the primary

activity or use of the land.

Measute 37 claims were made on two properties adjoining the subject properties. One of the
Measure 37 claims was substantiated by Measure 49 Order No. E132401, which permitted two
additional parcels (allowing each existing dwelling to be on its own parcel) for Tax Lot 200 in
T78, R4W, Section 23. A second Measure 37 claim on an approximately 104 acre parcel, identified
as Tax Lot 601 in T7S. R4W. Section 23, adjacent to the southwest comer of the subject properties
authotized two additional parcels pursnant to a Measure 37 Claim (M06-249), and two additional
dwellings pursuant to a Measure 49 Final Order (H134231). Pursuit of potential land entitlements
under Measures 37 and 49 are emblematic of trend towards a growing munber smaller agricultural
parcels occurring in the vicinity of the subject properties over the past several decades. This has
resulted in a diversification of farming on a small scale with equine stables, Christmas tree farius,

grass seed growers, wood lots, and vineyards and wineries opetating within a thousand feet of the
subject properties. Recent changes on these nearby properties exemplify the shift to small scale
specialty agriculture. Cubanisimo Vineyards began with a partition of a 32 acre parcel into 12 acre
and 20 acre parcels in 1978 (Polk County Planning File SE 78-18), followed by a farm dwelling
approval in 1989 (Polk County Planning File FD 89-16). A conditional use penmit approved wine
sales and marketing as a home occupation in 2004 (Polk County Planning File CU 04-21),
including four (4) events attracting up to 300 visitors. Another commercial winery was established
within the past ten years adjacent to the subject properties. Eola Hills Winery purchased a large
parcel immediately west of the subject properties which was the subject of Plan Amendment and
Zone Change applications in 2010 (PA 10-05 and ZC 10-06, respectively) to change the plan
designation from Forest to Farm Forest and change the zoning designation from T imber
Conservation (TC) to Farm Forest Overlay (FFO). A subsequent land use application (LUD 13-
11) was approved to establish a winery at what is now known as the Legacy Estate Vineyard, The
winery offers wine tasting, company picnics and wedding ceremonies at their Legacy Estate

Vineyard location.

Over the past decade a series of partitions of the original Simmons holdings, identified as LP 05-
20, LP 05-22, and LP 05-23, and memorialized in Partition Plats 2006-0027 through 2006-0029,
have resulted in the cucrent configurations of the subject propertics. These recent land partitions
were made possible by three Measure 37 Claims (identified as M 05-09, M 05-13, and M 05-14).
Subsequent vesting determinations by Polk County Planning Division, identified as file numbers
VRD 09-01 through VRD 09-03, upheld these Measure 37 partitions. The Measure 37 partitions
of the subject properties created six parcels to bring the total number of parcels to nine. Following
the Measure 37 Claims (Claims) and corresponding vested rights determinations, a suite of
Measure 49 claims were subnitted, which resulted in three Measure 49 Final Order and Home Site
Authorizations (Final Order) approved by DLCD. The F inal Orders referenced above authorized
five dwellings on the parcels vested under Measure 37. Of the five authorized dwellings under
Meagsure 49, three have been built. These dwellings arc on Tax Lots 602 and 603 in T7S, R4W,
Section 14 and Tax Lot 101 in T7S, R4W, Qection. 23. Based on a review of the Polk County
Assessor records, the subject properties currently contain a total of three dwellings.

The applicant contends that the subject propeities are compatible with the properties in the vicinity
and that the subject propestics cannot reasonably or feasibly be utilized for farm or forest use by

' Page 56 of 124 — PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Hearing Decision and Recommendation



O Ce S O B WD =

10
I
12
13
14

15
16
i7
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
25
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

39

40
41
42
43
44
45
46

47

themselves or in conjunction with adjoining properties. Division of the subject properties
following Measure 37 claims made by various members of the Simmons family, and the
' construction of three dwellings on its eastemn portion have broken up the ownership of what was
once an approximately 267-acre farm unit. The resulting parcelization and establishment of
infrastructure to service the three new dwellings on the subject properties has made achieving
economies of scale for agriculture difficult. Furthesmore, water, power and septic lines that
connect the dwellings to domestic services have been placed underground, rendering the
management of the land for agriculture impractical since the land cannot be plowed without
interfering with this buried residential infrasiructure. Roads serving existing dwellings on the
subject properties are aligned so that they interfere with the orderly tilling of soil, and are gravel
surfaced for residential use. Farm activities such as ripping, discing, seeding and spraying requite
large, uniform fields to be done efficiently. Gravel duveways crossing the middle of the subject
properties both vertically and horizontally conflict with the efficient management of soil
preparation and crop protection activities, making commercial agriculture jirapracticable.

‘The applicant states that the demand for the types of crops grown historically have diminished
such as cherries, pruncs, Douglas fir Christmas trees, grass seed and grain as the yield of these
crops also dropped. Some of the processing facilities for these crops have relocated or closed. The
applicant also states that prohibition of irrigation on the subject properties and physical
characteristics of the site have been a limiting factor in the ability to profitably manage them for

“agriculture. These factors coupled with the development that occurred under Measures 37 and 49
on the subject properties and former farm unit are changing conditions that the applicant contends
have committed the subject properties to uses other than agricultural use. Staff evaluated materials
submitted by the applicant regarding development of the subject properties pursuant to Measure
37 Claims and Measnre 49 Final Orders, an increase in the number of small farms in the vicinity
of the subject properties, and the low productivity of farmland at higher elevations in the Eola
Hills, and agree these facts support the applicant's conclusion that the Agticulture and Forestry-10
Acre zone would be compatible with surrounding land uses; it would also enable the applicant to
develop larger acreage home sifes where the occupant could manage the property for a range of
specialty farm uses as a hobby even though the land is not suitable to make a profit in money from
farm use. Based on statements by the applicant and evidence in the record, Staff concluded that
small scale specialty farms with single family dwellings have coexisted with larger farm operations
in their vicinity with little evidence of conflict, The applicant submitted material into the record
on November 24, 2015 addressing the issue of drift from agricultural and forestry spray activities.
The applicant contends that spray applications in connection with agricultural and forestry
operations on the subject properties could drift to adjacent properties, causing damage to nearby
crops and creating a nuisance for nearby residences. The applicant's argument is a double-edged
sword, however, since the same reasoning could be employed by nearby wine grape and Chiristmas
tree growers if the subject properties' pritary uss were restdential.

Applicants’ Additional Findings:

The characieristics of the exception area - The exception atea is adjacent to Best Road NW, Salem,
and consists of seven parcels, identified as Tax Lots 601, 602, 603, 604 and 605 on Map 7.4.14, and
Tax Lots 100 and 101 on Map 7.4.23. The location and relationships of the exception area is shown
on the Assessor Maps, Exhibits M and N, and on the aerial photograph at Exhibit Q. The exception
area is approximately 228 acres in size. While the exception area 1 predominated by agriculiural
and forestry type soils, there have been no productive commercial farming or forestry operations on
these lands for generations. Summary information on the exception area follows:

Tax Lot No.
100 40 acres Simmons idle
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101 20 acres Stone Residential
601 20 acres Simtnons idle
602 45 acres Gray Residential
603 43.66 Pugmire Residential
604 40 Simmons idle
605 20 Simmons idle

The properties in the exception area were lawfully created pursnant to Polk County Subdivision and
Partition Ordinance Section 91.950(1)(b), artiving at theit current confipuration through a series of
partitions identified as LP 05-20, LP 05-22, and LP 05-23, and memeorialized in Polk County
Partition Plats 2006-0027 through 2006-0029.

The pattition approvals identified as LP 05-20, LP 05-22, and LP 05-23 became effective May 3,
2006, These land partition approvals were made possible by three Oregon Ballot Measme 37 Claims
(BM 37), identified as M 05-09, M 05-13, and M 0514, and vesting determinations for the land
partitions were made in Polk County Planning Division file numbers VRD 09-03 with respect to Lp
05-23, VRD 09-02 with respect to LP 05-22, and VRD 09-01 with respeet to LP 05-20. Following
the Measure 37 Claims and corresponding vested rights determinations, Oregon Ballot Measure 49
(BM 49) required refiling of claims with DLCD, which resulted in three BM 49 Home Site
Authorizations. Claim H132890 was divided into three claims, recognizing the separate ownerships

-~ of the subject properties at that time. Claim H132890A refers to Tax Lot 600 and claimants Nina

Simmons, Wayne Simmons and Allen Simmons; Claim H132890B refers to a Tax Lot 601 and
claimants Wayne Simmons and Allen Simmons; and, Claim H132890C refers to a Tax Lot 100 and
claimanis Nina Simmons, Wayne Simmons and Allen Simmons. These decisions approved two
dweflings (Tax Lots 602 and 603) in connection with Claim H132890A, for zero dwellings in
connection with Claim H132890B, and for three dwellings in connection with Claim H132890C.
The Final Orders referenced above anthorized five dwellings on the parcels vested under BM 37. Of
the five authorized dwellings under BM 49, four have been built. These dwellings arc an Tax Lots
602 and 603 in T7S, R4W, Section 14 and Tax Lot 101 and 102 in T78, R4W, Section 23.

The exception area has no inventoried significant resources and is outside any regulated floodplain.

The exception atea takes access from Best Road, and has an extensive internal roadway system,
consisting of 4100 linear feet of developed roads, to setve the individual parcels, The entrance is
gated. Exhibit AA(23). Best Road is identified as a Minor Collector. Transportation analysis
performed for the exception area and reviewed by ODOT indicates the creation of additional
homesites on parcels that are at least 10 acres in size will not have a significant impact on local
transportation facilities. Exhibit U.

The exception area has use of two water hookups provided by the Orchard Heights Water District.
The remaining area will be served by domestic water wells, some of which are already in existence
i1 addition to the three already drilled and serving the existing homes. The exception area will be
served by on-site sewage disposal systems. The area is well suited to on-site sewage given the large
parcel sizes proposed, as witnessed by the approval of the three systems already in lace.

The area is provided educational services by the Salem Keizer School District. Fire protection is
provided by the Salem Suburban REFD, Law enforcement is provided by the Polk County Sheriff’s
Office. There is no ODF timber fire protection provided for the subject propetlies. ‘

Eleciric power has been extended throughout the exception area to scrve the new and prospective
parcels. .
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Aside from the residential uses on three of the parcels in the exception area, the land in the exception
area is idle. Inthe past, the prior owner of the entire exception area (Simmons) has attempted farming
and foresiry uses unsuccessfully, despite being an excellent and long time family favmer in West
Salem, The decline of agricultural enterprises resulted, among other things, from specific regulations
that affected the commercial viability of large tract farming operations and from changes in the
sutrounding farm enterprise in the avea. The Simmons have been the only bona fide farmers to ever
farm portions of this land since World War 1. The Simmons have attempted gooseberties,
strawberies, prunes, cherries, fine fescue, Christmas trees and wheat on their properties. All of these

crops faited for various reasons.

The land in the exception arca is topographically diverse with a ridge line ranning through the area,
a knoll and steep slopes to the west. A majority of the exception area is over 900 feet above sea
level, which poses extreme problems with rainfall, humidity, and temperatare as well as the number
of frost free days. Bxhibit P,

The exception area is subject to excessive wind and sun exposure. The Douglas {iv Christmas trees
previously attempted did not develop proper form in areas from the Bola Summit and west due to
wind damage, and those east of the summit developed a condition called "sun scald." The higher
elevations combined with the wind in the exception area makes forestry uses impracticable. No
gross earnings from farming have accrued to any of the participants in this zoning action since 2008.

The characteristics of the adjacent lands - The land use inventory, Exhibit V, details all the
characteristics of the adjacent and surcounding lands. The inventory study included an analysis of -
every propetty on a total of four sections that surround the exception area. The study atea Map
includes all 8 Assessor maps in Sections 13, 14, 23 and 24, in Township 7S, Range 4W. The total
study area is approximately 4 miles square, encompassing approximately 2,571 actes.

Topography plays a significant role in the uses that take place in the study area. The ridge line of
the Fola Hills rans through the middle of the study area. The highest point along this ridge line is
actmally located in the exception area, being 1,065 feet in elevation, The ridge line dives steeply to
the west with properties at the western edge of the study area being less than 300 feet in elevation.
The ridge line height also accounts for the presence of water and communication towers in the study
area,

From the facts obtained and analyzed regarding the study area surrounding the exception area, it is
revealed that there are 215 useable Tax Lots, plus three easement roads, two tower sites and two well
sites, for an effective total of 222 Tax Lots.

There are 153 houses on the 215 parcels, equating to 71% of the parcels in the study avea have single
family dwellings, Almost all the parcels that are identified in actual farm use do not have a dwelling

located on-site.

The average patcel size in the study area is 12.07 acres. 165 of the 215 parcels are under 10 acres in
size, meaning 77% of the parcels in the study area are under 10 acres in size.

118 of the 215 Tax Lots are in farm or forest defewral programs, and 97 are not, meaning only 55%
of the parcels are in a deferral program. Rven this figure is deceptive since 104 of the 215 parcels
have stracture values that exceed the land value, making these by IRS definition “hobby farms”.
This means that 48.8% of the parcels in the study area can be classified as “hobby farms”. Parcels
which ate granted deferral status, despite the fact that the owners derive their income from sonsces
other than employment of agricultural or forestry practices on their land. These owners generally
worl a full time job off-site which supports the capital investment in the parcel.

There is one large commercial vineyard (Eola Hills) m the study area that is a total of 232.1 acres in
size, and encompasses three tax lots. There is one large Filbert Orchard (Walker) in the study area
that is 242.02 acres in size, and is encompassed in two tax lots. There is one large tree farm
(Doubletrees Land and Timber) in the study area that is 169.63 acres in size, There is one large
ownexship (Waldensee LLC) that is 99.18 actes in size which is idle at this time. There is one large
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ownership (Pratt) that is 91.38 acres in size which appears to be idle at this time as well. Aside fiom
these large ownerships, no other parcel in the study area is over 50 acres in size. It should be noted
that these large parcels are all on the flatter land to the west, with considerably different land
characteristics that exist in the higher elevations of the exception ares.

The are several parcels in the study area that are owned in combination with other parcels by one
owner. Glencreek Springs owns 3 parcels totaling 42.95 acres. Hanke owns 7 parcels totaling 6,98
acres, Hatchette owns 4 parcels totaling 42.98 acres plus an easement road. Curtright owns 4 parcels
totaling 51.59 acres. Ogdahl owns 3 patcels totaling 8.59 acres

The study area contains some of the most valuable homes in the Willamette Valley. 21 of the parcels
here are valued at over $1,000,000, nearly 10% of the entire study area. 32 more of the parcels in
the study area are valued at more than $500,000, which is over 38% more of the parcels in the study
area. Combined, parcels in the study area that have valuation of over $500,000 is 103, meaning over
48% of the parcels in the study area are very high value non-resource related homesites,

110 of the parcels are zoned EFU. 4 of the parcels are zoned FF. 1 of the parcels is zoned TC, 99
of the parcels are zoned AR-5, which figure may actually be 100, as one of the parcels is identifted
by the county as being zoned AR, however it is most likely that parcel is also zoned AR-5. 4 of the
parcels are zoned SR.

The relationship hetween the exception area and the lands adjacent to it - The West Salem Hills
is a fairly distinctive area, ncluding the exception area, the study area, and the remaining area west
of the Salem UGB and ending at the flat lands along Oak Grove Road. The West Salem Hills area
extending from the UGB to Oak Grove Road corprise two separate distinef land use patterns. The
area from the UGB west to the exception area is rolling hills rising to the peak in the exception area,
then diving sharply downward to the flat land, low elevation farm land to the west. While these
arcas may share the same soil, the difference in elevation and weather profiles male the two regions
considerably different for commercial crop and timber production. It is not a coincidence that the
larger active farm and forest parcels are predominately on the flat farm land to the west (Legacy
Vineyard) where comimercial agricultural uses can be made viable with good husbandry of the land.

The exception area lies in the middle of the study arca and several of the parcels in the study area
border the lands in the exception area. As noted, the study area is characterized by parcels that
average just over 12 acres in size, typically have a non-resource dwelling. Where there are resource
activities, a high percentage of those parcels are classified as “hobby farms”, meaning that the
activities on the land are for some other purpose than making a profit. Typically these uses are
carried out in order to obtain and maintain a tax deferral, and/or for supplemental income, or for .
home use of the products generated from the resource activities. The primary purpose of these
parcels is rural residential living, not commercial farming or forestry.

The conditions on the lands that surtound the exception area affect the ability and the will to farm or
grow timber. The types of practices that a farmer or forester can employ are affected by what
surrounds the exception area. The types and varieties of crops available are also heavily influenced
by what adjacent and nearby farmers grow becanse they can share knowledge, equipment and
fanming practices.

With respect to the relationship of the exception area with adjoining and surrounding study area, the
lands adjacent and niearby have no positive impact on the farming in the exception area. There is no
relationship historically between the exception area and the smaller "hobby farms” (the owners have
outside jobs), and rural residential parcels that border on the east. The farms to the north across
Orchard Heights Road are farmed in conjunction with large fields that have superior soils and
growing conditions to those found in the exception area. The tidge line north of Orchard Heights
Road opens up into a very large contiguous block of farm land in which uniform practices are
possible, This is due to relatively level topography, deeper well drained soils and larger field sizes,

land characteristics that are not present in the exceplion area.
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Changing conditions in the surrounding avea also affect the types of crops available to be grown,
Over the years, the demand for the types of crops grown historically in the West Salem Hills have
diminished such 4s cherries, prunes, Christmas trees, grass seed and grain as the yield of these crops
also drapped. Some of the processing facilities for these crops have relocated or closed. The lack of
irrigation in the exception area has also been a limiting factor.

With the proliferation of smaller parcels and the addition of rural residential dwellings and hobby
farms, intensive farm practices, such as spraying and aerial harvesting cannot be undertaken in the
exception area. That is even if those practices would be warranted given the lang characteristics and

weather patterns in the exception area.

This exception is warranted based on a host of complex factors including but not limited to elevation,
wind exposure, sun exposure, shallow soils, preponderance of rock, cold temperatures related to
elevation, and inability to irigate, There are also no linkages to the other farm enterprises in the area
that are less affected by the same factors. In addition, the small parcels and rural residential uses
make commetcial farming practices such that impacts from those surrounding uses drastically reduce
the farming practices that would be needed to even marginally produce commercially farm or forest
crops in the excepfion area, as exemplified by the many attempts made by the Simmons family prior
to modifying the exception area to follow the parcelization pattern that has developed in the

sutrounding lands.

The exception area, which was entirely owned by the Simmons family for generations, and 1ntil
recently, has been attempted to be farmed since before World War 1. The Simmons family has
attempted growing gooseberries, strawberties, prunes, cherries, fine fescue grass, Chuistmas lrees
and wheat, with little to no success.

The current proposal is a continuation of the family’s attempt to employ the highest and best use of
the land, which is in rural residential use. This conversion from poot farm and forest land to rural
residential use began with the passage of Measure 37, allowing the creation of the parcels in the
exception area, By sale of some of those patcels, and the uses employed thereon by the new owners,
it became clear that the trend in the arca toward smaller rural residential parcels was highly effective
and popular with the general public. One only need to look at the huge and expensive homes built
in the exception area to see how smaller parcels provide the highest and best use of the land, Even
the 20 and 40 acre tracts that now exist present too large a land mass to be productive, making the
best size in the 10-15 acre range, which matches up pexfectly with the 12 acre average parcel size in

the study area.

The exception area now sports an extensive layout of roads, as well as the extension of electricity
and the development of several domestic wells. The amount expended for development in the
exception area exceeds $1 Million dollars, not including the costs of the three new homes built in

the exception area.

The elevation of the sobject properties is between 900 and 1,065 fect with steep slopes to the west
and south at a high potnt at the southern end of the Eola Hills. This topogtaphy creates more
challenging conditions for crop cultivation than properties that have been successiful at establishing
commercial vineyards and Christmas free fams in the study area. Wind exposure is high since this
southem promontory of the Eota Hills is in the path of coastal winds passing through the Van Duzer
Gap. Moreovet, the exception area location on the south side of a promontory means they receive
more incidental solar radiation than most other areas of Polk County. The combination of solar
exposure on steep south facing slopes and steady winds malke raising crops on the subject properfies
impracticable because of elevated rates of transpiration sap, and available soil moisture which stunts
growih and leads to crop failures. The slope, aspect and elevation in the exception area have
contributed to crop failures because of cool temperatnres that discourage pollinators, heavy rains, -
and constant wind damaging and stressing plants. While the exception area is predominantly
comprised of soils that characterize agricultural and forest land, site constraints related to slope,
aspeet, excessive wind and abundant sun exposure prevent their ability to produce commercial

agticultural and timber crops.
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In the past several decades, vineyards have begun appearing in the West Salem Hills and the lands
to the west of the exception area. However, wine grapes arc not a suitable crop for the exception
area due to growing lintitations related to elevation, a lack of irrigation, crop damage from pests, a
preponderance of boulders, and a lack of landscape uniformity to establish blocks with the
appropriate aspect needed for commercial vineyards. The vast majority of vineyards in. the area are
below 600 feet in elevation. Nearby vineyards are at lower elevations than exist in the exception
area. Cubanisimo Vineyards to the east of the subject propertics is located on the leeward side of
Glenn Hill at an elevation of approximately 950 feet, Nearby Legacy Estate Vineyard is located at
the toe of the escarpment west of the exception arca at an elevation of approximately 500 feet.
{athken Winexy, to the northwest of the exception area is at an elevation of approximately 830 feet.
Domaine Drouhin Oregon, Inc.’s vineyard northeast of the exception area is at an elevation of
approximately 680 feei. While the aforementioned vineyards are all above 600 feet of elevation,
except for the Legacy Estate Vineyard, they are not locafed on ridge tops, and are largely sheltered

from the constant winds affecting the subject properties.

Expert testimony from Red Hills Soil, Professor Jones and Mike McLain all indicate the
aforementioned factors effectively make the establishment of vineyards in the exception area

impracticable.

Parcelization of lands in the study area surrounding the exception area has resulted in an ownership
pattern that prechudes the management of small holdings as larger farm units and has led to the
proliferation of small scale specialty hobby farms. The only viable commercial agricultural
operations exist on lands with different site characteristics and are mucli larger than the parcels in
the exception area, According to the Inventory Study, the Legacy Vineyard site is 232 acres, of
which less than half is actually planted. The Walker filbert orchard, in the flat lands to the west 18
247 acres. The Doubletrees forest parcel is nearly 100 acres planted in Christmas trecs. The only
other large parcels (Waldensee and Pratt) are both idle. Specialty crops such as grapes, filberts and
Christmas trees profit greatly from their larger scale parcels which allows for lower production
expenses, and more predictability in the harvest.

55% of the patcels in the stndy area are on a fax deferral program, however many of those parcels
have structure values that exceed the assessed value of the land, meaning those parcels are “hobby
farms” and are not commercial fatming units, For these “hobby farm” parcels, agricultural income
is simply not sufficient to support the costs of dwellings and other structural improvements on those
lands. Therefore, money must be detived from sources other than farm income in order to construct
and maintain the dwellings and structures. The only conclusion to be reached from this circumstance
is that whatever agricultural activities are undertaken on those parcels are ancillary to the residential
uses. The primary mativation of those owners is rural residential living and not farming. Any
farming activities supplies only leisure activity for the owner, supplement income, or products far
home consumption. In addition, those activities can maintain the economic advantages of a tax
deferral program.,

The small parcelization in the study atea, driven in some part by rights granted under BM 37/49 also
demonsteate the trend toward smaller more manageable land units. This smaller parcelizatton has
resulted in a diversification of farming activities that is not dependent on processots that no longer
exist, and on consumer demands that change periodically, Smaller tracts ate conducive o specialty
crops that can be grown in a hobby farm style rural residential parcel nclude horses and stables,
Christmas trees and small wood lots for firewoaod,

Examples previously discussed include Cubanisimo Vineyards that began with a partition of a 32
acre parcel into 12 acre and 20 acre parcels in 1978 (Polk County Planning File SE 78-18), followed
by a farm dwelling approval in 1989 (Polk County Planning File £D 89-16). A conditional use permit
approved wine sales and marketing as a home occupation in 2004 (Polk County Planning File CU
04-21), including four (4) events attacting up to 300 visitors. While the site characteristics at
Cubanisimo are much better for vineyard operations than on any parcel in the exception area, this
growth pattern shows how nch time and cffort it takes for small vineyard to become productive.
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Even with this scenario, the owner of Cubanisimo has had to supplement the cost of the vineyard
and winery over niuch of this period with outside income from full time employment off-site.

The Legacy Vineyard, owned by Eola Hills Winery obtained a Plan Amendment and Zone Change
in 2010 (PA 10-05 and ZC 10-06, respectively) to change the plan designation from Forest to Farm
Forest and change the zoning designation from Timber Conservation (TC) to Farm Forest Overlay
(FFO). A subsequent land use application (LUD 13-11) was approved to establish a winery.

As previously noted, the parcelization pattern in the West Salem Hills included the partition and
dwelling approvals obtained by the Simmons family in the exception area.

These factors support the conclusion that the AF-10 zone would be compatible with surrounding
land uses. This land use designation would also enable the Applicants to develop acreage home sites
whete the occupant could manage the smaller property for a range of specialty farm uses as a hobby
even though the land is not suitable to malke a profit in money from farm use. Large scale commercial
agriculture on the subject properties is impracticable. Small scale specialty farms with single farnily
dwellings have coexisted over the years with larger farm operations in their vieinity with little
evidence of conflict. ' :

The Applicants spent considerable time researching deed and building records to offer additional
information during the Open Record Period. Through their research the Applicants re-examined
the original Study Area identified as Exhibit V and identified parcels that were created and built
on prior to 1970. The Applicants identified Jarmuary 1, 1970, as an arbitrary start line for partial
creation because it was before Statewide Goals or Guidelines apply and there was no Paollkt County
Comptehensive Plan. Theix research demonstrated that within the Study Area 51 houses were
constructed without the application of land use regulation, or in the alternative that M37/49
prohibited the application of land use regulations, In addition, the rights granted under M37/49,
provide for the siting of an additional 10 dwellings for a total dwelling development done without
any application of land use regulations of 61. These dwellings account for 40% of the total 153
houses in the entite Study Area. There are 46 parcels that were created, and have not changed
boundaries to this date, that were created before the application of land use regulations. An
additional 10 parcels are authorized nnder M37/49, which means they are partitioned without
application of Jand use regulations. Mr. Simmons was not able to determine when one parcel was-
created and it was not counted, so there is a total of 56 parcels within the Study Area that were
created withoul the application land use regulations. This represents 26% of the 215 parcels in the
Study Area, Therefore using only the parcels that have not had the application of the Statewide
Goals and Guidelines or its implementing laws and ordinances, 40% of the dwellings in the Study
Area and 26% of the parcels, this riges to a sufficient level of commitment to qualify the subject

property for an itrevocably committed exception,

The Applicants also re-examined the 14 contiguous parcels given they are entitled to a higher level
of scrutiny and determined that there are 10 existing dwellings on 14 existing parcels, The Applicants
also acknowledged that additional parcels and dwellings were possible under M37/49 rights already
granted,

In essence the relationship of the surrounding area to the exception area is much like a donut, where
the surrounding area, as depicted in the Inventory Study, is the substance of the donut and the
exception area is the hole. What happens in the sutrounding area has a direct impact on what can
happen in the exception area. From the facts presented, it seems clear the parcelization and rural
cesidential trend jn the surrounding area, together with the unfiiendly growing conditions in the
exception area, encourage the continued transformation of this area to roval residential parcels that
are no smaller than 10 acres in size. The Applicants contend that the true standard of review under
fhe irrevocably committed exception is wider than contiguous parcels but if reviewed under
contignous or adjacent, the subject properties are irrevocable committed.

Page 63 of 124 — PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Hearing Decision and Recommendation



—
QN 00 =] O Ln Lo

Iy
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

Hearings Officer Findings:

In determining whether the land is irtevocably committed, the characteristics of the Exception Area,
the adjacent land, and the relationship between the Exception area and the lands adjacent to it nust
be examined. The Applicants state that three of the 7 tax lots in the Exception area contain residential
homes and the other 4 tax lots sit idle. In order to characterize lands that ave adjacent to the proposed
exception area, the Applicants have provided a Land Use Inventory that comprises approximately
2,571 acres of surrounding Jand totaling the study area to 4 miles. Based on the original inventory
and its update, the Applicants determined that 71% of the parcels within the sutrounding area
coniain a single-family dwelling, the average parcel size to be 12.07 acres with 77% of the parcels
being less than 10 acres in size, and 45% of the parcels to not be in farm or forest use or receiving
any tax deferral benefits. The Applicants argued at hearing that the size of this study area was
important and that when examining the Fxception area it should be looked at as if it were a donut,
the exception area is the hole in the middle of the donut and siudy area was the outer part because
what happens in the surrounding area has a direct impact on what can happen in the exception area.
During the Open Record period, the Applicants introduced additional evidence into the record
regarding when the tax lots identified in Exhibit V were created in relationship to land use goals.

In Friends of Douglas County v. Douglas County, 46 Or LUBA. 757, 770 (2004) LUBA stated “the
focus of the rule is the relationship between the subject propeity and adjacent uses, rather than nses
approximately one-half mile from the subject property.” In Scott v. Crook County, 56 Or LUBA
691 (2008), the county’s findings did not demonsirate etror when they evaluated land within a
one-mile radius of the subject property. In Gordon v. Polk County, 54 Or LUBA. 351 (2007)
LUBA stated that findings that analyze parcel sizes within a 2000-foot radius of the property and
beyond, but do not discuss adjacent uses and ownership patterns, are inadequate, Thus, LUBA has
not provided a specific distance requirement for a study area but rather has made case by case
decisions while at the same time emphasizing the importance of analysis of adjacent uses and
ownership patterns. Similarly OAR 660-004-0028(6) requires ihe county’s findings to focus on
existing adjacent uses and parcel size and ownership patterns on adjacent lands. In evaluating
these previous decisions and current rules, the Hearings Officer believes the appropriate size of
the study area varies on a case by case basis and it is critically important to have thorough analysis
of the uses on adjacent properties and their ownership patterns.

While it is clear that the Applicants have spent a significant amount of time and resources
researching the large study arca, the Hearings Officer finds the Study Area requested by the
Applicants in these applications is too large of a study area given the language in the rules. The
Hearings Officer finds that a Study Area of four (4) square miles (2,571 acres) aroun the subject
properties is too expansive and has the ability to dilute the relevant information that is required to
be analyzed by the administrative rules. Given that the information provided by the Applican(s is
divided either between all properties within four square miles or the 14 adjacent properties, the
Hearings Officer will focus on the 14 adjacent properties to the Exception Area as the Study Area.

Of the 14 adjacent tax lots: 5 are zoned FFU, 2 are zoned Farm/Forest, and 7 are AR-5. Of these
contiguous tax lots, there are 10 existing dwellings on 14 existing tax lots. The Applicants believe
that becanse of M37/49, the contiguous properties have the ability to have 15 dwellings and 18 tax
lots. QAR 660-004-0028(6){(c)(A) states, “...Resource and nonresource parcels created and uses
approved pursuant to the applicable goals shall not be used to justify a committed exception...”
The Land Use Inventory (Exhibit V) included surrounding Suburban Residential (SR) and Acreage
Residential ~ Five Acre (AR-5) zoned properties, which are areas that have been planned and
zoned for residential development. The Applicants provided an update to the Study Area in Exhibit
V during the Open Record regarding the construction of houses without land use application. The
Applicants reasoned that currently 51 houses out of 133 were constructed without land use
regulation and that 10 more could be constructed under M37/49; therefore 40% of the total houses
were created without application. They also argued that 46 tax lots were created prior to 1970 and
have not changed boundaries and thus were created before the application of land use regulations
and that there are an additional 10 tax lots that are authorized under M37/49, so a total of 26% of
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the 215 tax lots in the Study Area were created without the application of any land use regulation.
As discussed above, the Applicant’s Land Use Inventory identifies the properties owned by
“[atchette”, within Section 14, to be 4 parcels (Tax Lots 100, 104, 118 and 202), totaling 42.98
actes plus an easement road. However, Conxmunity Development records indicale that the lawiil
parcel configuration of Tax Lot 202 also includes Tax Lot 901 (T78, RAW, Section 11}, and Tax
Lot 114 (T7S, R4W, Section 14), containing approximately 24 acres, not 3.11 acres as represented
by the Land Use Inventory. The Addendum provided during the open record period did not
adequately address these discrepancies for properties within the study avea. This example
demonstrates how the Applicants’ representation of “average parcel size” is likely based on
calculations from tax lot sizes, not parcel sizes.

Again, the Hearings Officer finds this expansive Study Arvea has the effect of diluting the
relationship between the Exception Area and the adjacent lands. Of the 14 contignous properties
to the exception area, the Applicants have identified three tax Tots, Tax Lot 600 on Map 7.4.14,
Tax Lot 200 on Map 7.4.23, and Tax Lot 500 on Map 7.4.23 that are created without land use
regulation, However, of these 3 tax lofs; 2 are the product of M37/49 and have yet to be ¢xercised;
thus, only one tax lot —Map 7.4.23 Tax Lot 500 was established prior to 1970. If only the adjacent
properties are examined and only dwellings and tax lots that are in existence today, there is 1
dwelling out of 10 dwellings (ronghly 10%) and 1 tax lot out of 14 tax lots (roughly 7%) that were
created without the application of land use regulation. All other resource and nonresource parcels
created and uses approved on surrounding lands can he assumed to have been approved pursuant
to the applicable Goals. In Jofmson v. Land County, 31 Or LUBA 454 (1996), LUBA determined
that a county’s reliance on the existence of adjacent non-resource parcels in justifying a committed
exception is impermissible where the findings do not adequately establish how or when the
adjacent parcels were created, Therefore, sutrounding parcels that were lawfully partitioned and
developed pursnant to the applicable goals cannot be used to justify an irrevocably committed Goal

Exception for the subject properties.

For these reasons, based on the evidence in the record, the Hearing Officer is not convinced that
the relationship between the subject properties and the surrounding lands have committed the
subject properties to uses not otherwise permiited by Goals 3 and 4.

C. Whether uses or activities allowed by an applicable goal are impracticable as
fhat term is used in ORS 197.732(2)(b), in Goal 2, Part Ii(b), and in this rule
shall be determined through consideration of factors set forth in this rale, except
where other rules apply as described in OAR 660-004-0000(1). Compliance with
this rule shall constitute compliance with the requirements of Goal 2, Part 1L Xt
is the purpose of this rule to permit irrevocably committed exceptions where
justified so as to provide flexibility in the application of broad reseurce
protection goals, It shall not be required that local governments demonstrate
that every use allowed by the applicable goal is "impossible," For exceptions to
Goals 3 or 4, local governments are required to demonstrate that only the
following uses or activities are impracticable:

1. Farm use as defined in ORS 215.203;

2. Propagation or harvesting of a forest product as specified in OAR 660-
033-0120; and

3.  Yorest operations or forest practices as specified in QAR 660-006-
0025(2)(2) [OAR 660-004-0028(3)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant notes that a local government may adopt an exception to a goal when the land subject
to the exception is irrevocably committed to uses not allowed by the applicable goal because
existing and adjacent uses and other relevaut factors malke uses allowed by the applicable goal
impracticable, This ctiterion allows a local government to give permission for an exception. In this
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case, thers are so many factors individually and collectively that limit use that one can only
conclude, in the judgment of the applicant, that the property as a whole is impractical to farm with
an intent to make a profit. It is not any one factor on or off the site that makes this propetty difficult,
applicant argues, it can be any one factor at a given location or all of them.,

The applicants have put forward an argument, summarized on pages 36 to 40 of the Staff report,
that the subject property can be divided into several sub-areas of diverse characteristics for analysis
purposes, which make it impractical (or impracticable) to cultivate as a unit. Applicant states that
every area on the property proposed in this rezone has multiple challenges depending on location.
It may be pointed out that the applicant atrgues the tract as a whole is not suitable for agriculture,
but some parcels are, Applicants concede that no area on the site is ideally suited for farming but
some areas can be farmed for select crops with appropriate management practices. Applicants
claim the forested portions of the subject property contain timber that has many defects from the
excessive wind and snow loads that occur at this site, The common defects are blown out tops,
excessive limbs, excessive tapering, and butt swell. The timbered portions of the property are not
easily accessible either. The Sinunons family did one very limited harvest but the logging operators
were limited by having to bring all logs uphill. The loggers were discouraged from taling out any
more timber than they did due to steep terrain and rocks. Again, howevet, applicant cites his own
failure as evidence that commetcial harvesting efforts are futile on the subject property. Evidence
in the record demonstrates that the subject properties are suitable for forest production, Although
growing marketable timber on the subject properties has proved challenging according to the
applicant's statements, analysis of Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) soils maps
accessed using Polk County GIS analysis tools indicates the subject properties’ soils are productive
farest soils. Soils on the subject properties have an average forest capability of approximately 154
cubic feet per acre annually, A forest soil capability index of 69 cubic feet per acre annnally is
average for the Pacific Northwest.® The subject properties' soils ate capable of producing over
twice as much wood fiber as the average local site managed for forest uses. The applicant points
to "many defects from the excessive wind and snow loads that occur at this site", with "blown out
tops, excessive litbs, excessive tapering, and butt swell” cited as common defects in timber grown
in the past on the subject properties. Steep slopes on the western portion of the subject propexties
also present challenges with logging operations according to the applicant, although it is a general
practice in this region to conduet timber hatvests on steep slopes.

The applicant submitted additional evidence into the record on Qctober 26, 2015, October 27,
2015, November 10, 2015 and November 24, 2015 regarding the forest capability of the subject
properties. The applicant's argninents concerning the timber capability of the subject properties
focused on site specific issues related to topography, climate and challenges encountered during a
single timber harvest. The record does not indicate that the subject properties have ever been
actively managed for timber, even though its site index for forest propagation is double the average
for the Pacific Northwest. Evidence submitted by the applicant addresses the suitability of the
proposed exception area for soft wood timber production, notably Douglas fir. The prevailing
aspect of the subject properties, composed mostly of steep south and west facing slopes, are not
conducive to Douglas fir production because of high transpiration rates. N otwithstanding the vigor
of the subject properties’ soils for forest propagation, evidence in the record subinitted by Sarah
Deumling, owner of Zena Forest Products, and by Steve Vaught, a professional forester who is
familiar with timber management in the Bola Hills, indicates the area is viable for timber
management. In serial correspondence, Sarah Denmling details the timber operations of Zena
Forest Products, a company that specializes in hard wood forest products. Zena Forest Products
sustainably produces flooting and cabinet making materials, primarily from Oregon White Oak
and Oregon Big Leaf Maple trees, on lands with similar site characteristics just north of the subject
properties. Ms. Deumling has proposed to purchase the subject properties to manage them for hard

& Conner, Roger & Thompson, Michael, Timber Growth, Management, and Change, USDA
Forest Service, 2007
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woods and has offered pro-bono consulting services to profitably produce hard wood forest

products on the subject properties. Both Steve Vanght and Sarah Denimling attest to the legitimacy

of hard wood forests for timber production, habitat values and soil and water cons ervation benefits, -
Considering that thé proposed exception area has an average forest capability value of 154 cubic

feet per acre annually, it has never been actively managed for forest production and there is a

commercial hard wood forest opeyator in its immediate vicinity, the Hearings Officer concludes

that the propagation and harvesting of forest products is practicable.

Staff concluded that the critetia require the applicant to demonstrate that farm and forest uses are
impracticable on the subject properties, nof that every use allowed under Goal 3 is impossible. The
applicant cites geogtaphic and climatic challenges on the subject properties that have contributed
to a hisiory of crop failures and infrastructure investments on the subject properties related to
Measure 37 claims and Measure 49 authorizations as justification for the irrevocably committed
Goal exception. The applicant acknowledges that specialty agriculture is currently practiced on the
subject property, and stresses that no earnings from farming have been made since 2004.
According to statements by the applicant, crops of prunes, cherries, pooseberries, wheat, grass seed
and Christmas trees planted on the subject properties have failed in the past. The applicant relics
on this history to demonsttate that the subject properties are generally unsuitable for commercial
farming, which implies a profit in money, While farming on the subject properties may produce
specialty crops, no profit in money has acerued from those activities for over a decade according
to the applicant. The definition of "Farm Use" in ORS 215.203(2) means "the current employment
of the land for the primary purpose of obtaining a profit in money.” Absent a profit from
agricultural activities, the subject properties could not be engaged in a farm use, per this definition.
Siaff understands the applicants argument to be that the development that ocecurred both on the
subject properties, and patcels that were formally part of the farm unit, as a result of Measures 37
and 49 (while the property was not subject to Goal 3) were essentially the tipping point that
committed the properties. The applicant calls agriculture with no intent to make a profit "hobby"
farming, Farming of this type is supported by the proposed Rural Lands plan designation and the
corresponding AF-10 zone.

The applicant states that the subject properties cannot reasonably or feasibly be utilized for farm
or forest use by itself or in conjunction with adjoining properties. Division of the subject propetties
following Measure 37 claims made by various members of the Simmons family, and the
construction of three dwellings on its eastern portion have broken up the ownership of what was
once an approximately 267-acre farm unit. The resulting parcelization and establishment of
imfrastructure to service the three new dwellings on the subject properties has made achieving
economies of scale for agriculture difficult. Furthermore, according to the applicant, water, power
and septic lines that connect the dwellings to domestic services have been placed underground,
which male the management of the fand for agriculture impracticable since the land cannot be
plowed without interfering with this buried residential infrastructure. Roads serving existing
dwellings on the subject properties are aligned so that they interfere with the orderly tilling of soil,
and are gravel surfaced for residential use. I'arm activities such as ripping, discing, seeding and
spraying require large, uniform fields to be done efficiently. Gravel residential driveways crossing
the middle of the subject properties both vertically and horizontally conflict with the efficient
management of essential soil preparation and crop protection activities.

The subject properties arrived at their current configurations through a sexies of land use actions
including three Measure 37 Claims, three partitions allowed under Measure 37, Vested Rights
determinations telated to properfy improvements made pursuant to Measure 37 Claims, and three
Measure 49 authorizations that permitted five dwellings on the subject propetties. Staff notes that
the applications address recent residential development on the subject properties arising from these
Ballot Measure 37 applications, Ballot Measure 49 authorizations, and vested rights
determinations. The vested rights arguments were submitted by the applicant as part of this record
to demonsirate that the subject properties are built and commitied with streets, electric power,
septic systems, communication systems and domestic wells, The applicant states that the amount
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expended for the infrastructure improvements listed in the preceding paragraph is $1,016,489.30.
According to the applicant, this figure does not include the more recent studies for hydrology,
transportation, wildlife, soils, agronomy and planning services, The eastern half of the properties
have been the beneficiary of most of the expendttures for improved roads, wells, electric power,
land clearing, surveying, sanitation festing and engineering. The westernmost 120 acres only has
some ronghed out roads and no uiilities.

While the characteristics of the proposed exception area are considered relevant factors when
taking an irrevocably commitied goal exception, the emphasis of the exception is on the
relationship between the proposed exception area and adjoining uses, and why that relationship
commnits the subject properties to uses not allowed by the goals. In this instance, the applicant
contends that the lawful physical development that occurred under Measures 37 and 49 on the
subject properties, while they were not subject to Goals 3 or 4, are changing conditions that, while
may not have vested a Measute 37 use, rise to the level to have irrevocably committed the subject
properties to uses not allowed by Goal 3. Neither this argument nor supporting evidence was
extended to Goal 4 uses at the time of the Staff report. The applicant has since provided additional
evidence in the record demonstrating that residential development around the subject property
makes agriculture and forestry difficult by liriting the ability to spray due to the impact of drift
on surrounding residential uses. The applicant has thoroughly documented the topographical,
climate and cultivation challenges of the subject properties, while offering cursory review of how
recent changes on adjoining lands has committed them to uses not allowed by the goals and
whether allowing the proposed amendments would, in tum, commit adjacent or nearby lands to
uses not allowed by the applicable goal. The applicant fails to adequately demonstrate how recent
changes on adjacent lands make timber production on the subject properties impracticable. The
seven properties comprising the proposed exceplion area are between 20 acres and 45 acres in gize.
The applicant's proposal contemplates 10 acre properties intended primatily for acreage residential
uses and perhaps hobby farming. A proposal increasing the number a parcels in the proposed
exception area would amplify internal conflicts with agricultural operations by creating smallex
farm units. The Hearings Officer cannot ignore the inevitable loss of some resource land to the
siting of proposed residences: Streets, sidewalks, driveways, storage sheds and septic systems, to
mention the footprint of homes and outbuildings. While this factor alone may not be decisive, it
does negatively qualify applicant's statement that no resource lands would be lost to agricultural

and forestry nses.

Provisions found in OAR 660-004-0018(2)(b )(B) require that "rural uses, density and public
Facilities will not commit adjacent or nearby resource land to uses not allowed by the applicable
goal as described by OAR 660-004-0028." The applicant's proposal involves an "itrevocably
committed" goal exception pursuant to OAR 660-004-0028, which necessitates an analysis of
whether the proposal conld commit adjacent or nearby resource land to uses not allowed by the
applicable goal. Increasing the residential density of the subject properties would invariably create
conflicts with nearby large agricultural operations due ta spray drift, dust and the movement of
farm machinery. While Oregon has "right to farm" laws that protect farmers from allegations of
trespass, inherent conflicts between residential and agricultural wses increase the probability of
nuisance lawsuits against farmets engaging in accepted agriculiwral practices such as tilling fields
and spraying crops. The applicant submitted material into the record on November 24, 2015
addressing the issue of drift from agricultural and forestry spray activities. The applicant contends
that spray applications in connection with agricultural and forestry operations on the subject
properties could drift to adjacent properties, causing damage to nearby crops and creating a
nuisance for nearby residences. The applicant's argument is a double-edged sword, however, since
the same reasoning could be employed by nearby wine grape and Christmas tree growers if the
subject properties' primary use were residen tial.

The applicant states that two soil scientists evaluated the soils on the subject properties for their
agricultural capability. Soil Scientists Joel Norgren and Andy Gallagher conducted a detailed soil
study of the subject propetties that supplements NRCS Soil Survey of Polk County (Soil Survey}
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data found above. The soil studies authored by Norgren and Gallagher were not conducted in
accordance with ORS 215.211 and, consequently, cannot be used to determine whether land
qualifies as agricultural land, or to dispuie the Soil Survey. The Soil Survey data shows that the
subject properties are composed predominantly of agricultural soils with 53.5% being soils
designated capability class II through I'V. Land with a predominance of soils in capability classes -
{ through IV is constdered agricultural land per OAR 660-033-0030. Staff noted that the Norgren
and Gallagher soil studies found units of Witzel soils, where the Soil Survey mapped none, and
found a smaller share of Ritner soils on the subject properties. Both soil scientists mapped a
predominance of agricultural soils an the subject properties with Gallagher stating that 55% of the
subject properties’ soils are in capability classes 1 through IV and Norgren finding 64.3% of the
soils in capability classes I through IV.

While the NRCS Soil Survey and the Norgren and Gallagher soil studies for the subject properties
would lead one to conclude it is agricultural land, the applicant states there are limiting factors that
vender it incapable of producing reliable crops at a commercial scale. The applicant observes that
a numbet of factors complicate agricultural uses of the subject properties including but not limited
to elevation, wind exposure, sun exposute, shallow soils, preponderance of rock, cold temperatures
related to elevation, inability to irrigate and inability to burn crop residues, The elevation of the
subject properties is between 900 and 1,060 feet with steep slopes to the west and south. As stated
by the applicant, the subject properties are situated on a high point at the southern end of the Eola
Hills. Wind exposure is high since this southein promoniory of the Fola Hills is in the path of
coastal winds passing through the Van Duzer Gap, Moreover, the subject properties' location on
the south side of a promontory means they receive more incident solar radiation than other arcas
of Polk County. The applicant indicates thata combination of solar exposure on steep south facing
slopes and steady winds make raising crops on the subject properties impracticable because
elevated tates of transpiration sap available soil moisture, which stunts growth and leads to crop
failures. The slope, aspect and elevation of the subject properties has contributed to crop failures
resulting from cool temperatures that discourage pollinators, heavy rains precipitated from
ovographic lifting of clouds up the Eola Hills, and constant wind damaging and stressing plants.
Applicant argnes that while the subject properties are predominantly comprised of soils that
characterize agricultural land, consistent with OAR 660-03 3-0030, site constraints related to slope,
agpect, excessive wind and abundant sun exposuie limit the ability of the subject properties to
produce commercial agricultaral crops. However, the Hearings Officer recalls that in a letter dated
November 10, 2015, received the same date into the Record, the Land Use and Water Planning
Coordinator for the Oregon Department of Agriculture explained that various physical factors such
as slope and microclimates already are taken nlo account when a soil's agricultural capability
rating is determined by the NRCS and referenced on corresponding soils maps. Applicant appears
to count such difficuities twice in his arguments, given that physical constraints to agriculture are
already factored into the NRCS soil's capability rating.

The applicant states that wine grapes are not a suitable crop for the subject properties, citing site
specific limitations related to clevation, a lack of irrigation water, crop damage from pesis, a
preponderance of boulders, and a lack of landscape uniformity to establish blocks with the
appropriate aspect. The applicant states that the vast majority of vineyards in the Willamette
viticulture area are below 600 feet in elevation. Indeed, existing nearby vineyards are at lower
elevations than the subject properties. Cubanisimo Vineyards to the east of the subject properties
is located on the leeward side of Glenn Hill at an elevation of approximately 950 feet, Eola Hills
Wine Cellars' Legacy Fstate Vineyard is located at the toe of the escarpment west of the subject
properties at an elevation of approximately 500 feet, Kathken Winery, to the northwest of the
subject properties is at an elevation of approximately 830 feet, and Domaine Drouhin Oregon,
Tnc.’s vineyard northeast of the subject properties at an elevation of approximately 680 feet. While
the aforementioned vineyards are all above 600 feet of elevation, except for the Legacy Estate

Vineyard, they are not focafed on ridge tops, and are largely sheliered from the constant winds
affecting the subject properties. Vineyard sites in the vicinity of the subject propetties reveal the
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vatiety of landscapes on which vineyards are planted, with east facing, west facing and south
facing vineyards represented by the small sample above. However, the subject propetties are more
exposed to wind and sun than the vineyard sites surrounding it, lending credence to the applicant's
observations that wine grape production is impracticable there. As noted above, however, some
wine experts maintain that certain vatieties of grapes flourish in that area despite prevailing winds.

Statements by the applicant indicate that lands in the vicinity of the subject properties exhibit an
ownership pattern that hinders the management of small farm holdings as farger farm units, which
has contributed to a proliferation of small scale specialty farms. According to 2011 Aerial
Photographs and GIS meastring toals, small scale, specialty farms make up the adjacent uses
immediately north of the subject properties, and to the cast across Best Road. An 18.1-acre
property north of the subject propetties, commonly known as 1895 Best Road, contains an old
orchard. A 15 acre property, commonly known as 1890 Best Road, is planted with Christmas irees.
The next property to the south, 1860 Best Road, is a 14.6 acre property is planted for grass seed.
Further south, 2 19.7 acre property at 1800 Best Road appears to be used as pasture. The southerly
adjacent property, 1679 Best Road, is a fallow 11.4 acre tax lot under common ownership with an
Acreage Residential-Five Acre (AR-5) zoned tax lot separated by Best Road. A number of
contiguous properties zoned AR-5 exist to the south of the subject propetties that were included in
the initial committed lands inventory leading up to acknowledgement of the Polk County
Comprehensive Plan. The five remaining adjacent properties north and east of the subject
properties, with the exception of the Fola Hills Wine Cellars' Legacy Estate Vineyard propesty
discussed below, are between 48 acres and 101 acres in size and managed primarily as woodlots.
Due to a steep escarpment on its west side, the gubject properties are more closely associated
geographically with adjacent properties along Best Road than those to the west taking access from

Oalk Grove Road, which is 600 feet in elevation lower.

Statements in the record indicate that the demand for the types of crops grown on the subject
properties historically have diminished, such as cherries, prunes, Douglas fir Christmas trees, grass
seed and grain, as the yield of these crops also dropped. Some of the processing facilities for these
crops have relocated or closed. According to statements by the applicant, crops of prunes, cherries,
gooscberries, wheat, grass seed and Christmas trees planted on the subject properties have failed
in the past. The applicant relies on this history to demonstraic that the subject properties arc
generally unsuitable for commercial farming, which implies a profit, While farming on the subject
properties may produce specialty crops, no profit in money has accrued from those activities for
over a decade according to the applicant. The applicant also states that prohibition of irrigation on
the subject properties and physical characteristics of the gite have been a limiting factor in the
ability To profitably manage it for agriculture. The applicant deseribes a new plan for farm uses
that they have either established or intend to establish on the subject properties. The applicant
provided a map indicating where crops or agricultural activities are either established or could be
established but did not provide a written. plan or profit and loss proforma. Nevertheless, Staff
understands the applicant to mean that the new agriculiwal uses and plan ave small scale and not
profitable and the applicants argument to be that if a dwelling is permitted, the likelihood of the
establishment of an agricultural activity, regardless of the fact that it would not be profitable, would
be greater and better suited to small acreage parcels primarily used for residential purposes. Staff
agreed with the applicant, that the parcelization and nonfarm development that occurred on the
subject property while the property was not subject to Goal 3 has reasonably cansed additional
difficulty to commercially farm this particular area; especially asa larger farm unit. Based on the
testimony and evidence provided by the applicant, Staff concluded that the subject properties are
not suitable for farm use with the primary purpose of obtaimng a profit in money. Based on the
evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer does not come to this conclusion. The NRCS soil
survey shows the tract as having very good agricultural capabilities, even taking into account
various physical limitations such as slope and microclimate. The Hearings Officer presumes this
indicates commercial capability, and applicants have not overcome this presumption by contrary

cvidence.
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Materials submitted by the applicant indicate that the subject propertics contain “timber that has
many defects from the excessive wind and snow loads that occur at this site," Although growing
marketable timber on the subject propextics has proved chaflenging according to the applicant's
statements, analysis of Natural Resource Conservation Service (N RCS) soils maps accessed using
Polk County GIS analysis fools indicates the subject propetties' soils are productive forest soils.
Soils on the subject properties have an average forest capability of approximately 154 cubic feet
per acre annually. A forest soil capability index of 69 cubic feet per acre annually is average for
the Pacific Northwest.8 The subject properties’ soils are capable of producing over twice as much
wood fibet as the average local site managed for forest uses. The applicant points to "many defects
from the excessive wind and snow loads that occur at this site", with "blown out tops, excessive
limtbs, excessive tapering, and butt swell" cited as common defects in timber grown in the past on
the subject properties. Steep slopes on the western portion of the subject properties also present
challenges with logging operations according to the applicant, although it is common knowledge
that logging in this region often must deal with steep slopes.

The applicant submitted additional evidence into the record on October 26, 2015, October 27,
2015, November 10, 2015 and November 24, 2015 regarding the forest capability of the subject
properties. The applicant's arguments concerning the timber capability of the subject properties
focused on site specific issues related to topography, climate and challenges encountered during a
single timber harvest. The record does not indicate that the subject properties have ever been
actively managed for timber, even though its site index for forest propagation is double the average
for the Pacific Northwest. Evidence submitted by the applicant addresses the suitability of the
proposed exception area for soft wood timber production, notably Douglas fir, The prevailing
aspect of the subject properties, composed mostly of steep south and west facing slopes are not
conducive to Douglas fir production because of high transpiration rates. Notwithstanding the vigor
of the subject properties' soils for forest propagation, evidence in the record submitted by Sarah
Deumling, owner of Zena Forest Products, and by Steve Vaught, a professional forester who is
familiar with timber management in the Hola Hills. In serial cotrespondence, Sarah Deumling
details the timber operations of Zena Forest Products, a company that specializes in hard wood
forest products. Zena Forest Products sustainably produces flooring and cabinet making materials,

rimarily from Oregon White Oak and Oregon Big Leaf Maple trees, on lands with similar site
characteristics just north of the subject properties. Ms. Deumling has proposed to purchase the
subject properties to manage them for hard woods and has offered pro-bono consulting services to
profitably produce hard wood forest products on the subject properties. Both Steve Vaught and
Sarah Deumling attest to the legitimacy of hard wood forests for timber production, habitat values
and soil and water conservation benefits. Considering that the proposed exception area has an
average forest capability value of 154 cubic feet per acre annually, it has never been actively
managed for forest production and there is a commercial hard wood forest operater in its
immediate vicinity, the Hearings Officer concludes that the propagation and harvesting of forest

products is practicable.

Most of the land in the vicinity of the subject properties is zoned EFU. Per ORS 215.213(1)(b),
implemented locally by PCZO 136.030(B), the propagation and harvesting of forest products 15
permitted in the EFU zone. As such, Goal 4, Forest Lands, must be addressed when amending the
land use designation of lands considered suitable for forest uses. Some of the property surrounding
the subject pioperties is either currently engaged in foresiry, or was recently managed for forest
purposes. Property to the northwest of the subject properties is managed for commercial timber,
evident in 2011 Polk County Aerial Photography images. The approximately 48.4-acre EFU zoned
property owned by Franl Tullius, identificd as Tax Lot 700 in T7S, R4W, Section 14 contains
172 acres of designated forest land according to information maintained by the Polk County
Assessor's Office. Similarly, the property immediately west of the Frank Tullius land contains

6 Conner, Roger & Thompsaon, Michael, Timber Growth, Management, and Change, USDA
Forest Service, 2007
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approximately 42.7 actes of desighated forest land on a 49.5-acre parcel. The adjacent property to
the west, a 158 acre parcel zoned Farm/Forest, was the subject of a PCCP Map amendment and
Zone Change in 2011. The amendment to Farm/Forest (FF) fiom Timber Conservation (TC)
zoning was processed to allow a new property owner, Bola ¥ills Wine Cellars Inc,, to establish a
winery at what has become the Legacy Hstate Vineyard, Prior to acquisition by Eola Hills Wine
Cellars Inc., the 158-acre parcel was managed for commercial timber by various companies,
including Zena Timber Company.

The applicant submitted additional evidence into the tecord on October 12, 2015, addressing forest
practices on the subject propetties. The applicant cites geographic and climatic factors related to
elevation, wind, sun scald, cold temperatures, steep slopes a preponderance of boulders, and power
line easements that make managing the subject properties for commercial forestry impracticable.
An inventory of standing timber on the subject propertics is presented by the applicant
demonstrating that existing stands are a mix of merchantable timber, like Douglas fir and oak, and
non-merchantable timber like maple. According to the applicant, existing trees on the subject
property serve as a buffer benefitfing adjoining properties. Although the applicant has submitted
evidence in the record demonstrating that a mix of tree species and ages is present on the subject
properties, there is little discussion of the subject properties' forest potential, as required by this
rule. Bvidence in the recotd submitted by Sarah Deumling, owner of Zena Forest Products, and by
Steve Vaught, a professional forester who is familiar with timaber management in the Eola Hills,
Tn serial correspondence attests to the forest capability of the subject properties, Sarah Deumling
details the timber operations of Zena Forest Products, a company that specializes in hard wood
forest products. Zena Forest Products sustainably produces flooring and cabinet making materials,
primarily from Oregon White Oak and Oregon Big Leaf Maple trees, on lands with similar site

charactetistics just north of the subject properties.’

Given the elevated capability of soils for growing timber on the subject properties, and current and
historic timber operations on nearby lands, more information from the applicant concerning the
potential ability of the subject properties to be managed for commercial timber operations is
necessary to determine the proposal's consistency with Goal 4. The applicant provided information
on October 12, 2015 regarding existing timber on the subject properties and describing climatic
and geographic challenges thereon that limit the production of fimber, However, information
concerning the potential of the subject properties to grow merchantable timbey is still lacking in
the record, While the applicant's description of site specific limitations on the subject properties
inhibiting commercial timber production has merit, it lacks information concerning the capability
and economic viability of propagating and harvesting forest products across the entire proposed
exception area. Based on the above, Staff concluded that applying the proposed Rural Lands PCCP
designation to the subject property could be consistent with the provisions of OAR 660-004-
0028(3), provided additional evidence demonstrating how commercially producing forest products
is not economically viable within the exception avea is provided by the applicant prior to or during
the Octobex 27, 2015 public hearing on this matter. With his additional evidence, a conclusion
could be made that the applicant's proposal is inconsistent with Goal 4, Forest Lands,

As noted above, applicant submitted additional written materials immediately prior to the public
hearing on October 27, 2015, entitled Additional Findings Demonstrating Compliance with
Statewide Planning Goal 4 (self authored) and Custom Soil Resource Repori (dated October 16,
2015) by the Natural Resources Conservation Service of USDA. The document dated October 26,
2015, featured "empirical observations” concerning timber products by Frank Walker and
Associates (FWA), as well as applicant Simmons. The document dated October 27, 2015, in
considerable detail described the vatious soils in the subject tract. Applicant concludes that "The
evidence cleatly shows that no trees, including cherries, can survive long term in this mapping
unit," Applicant states that the conclusion is based primarily on data in the custom report, and it
appears generally to support applicant's contention that the tract is unsuitable as a forestry resource.
At the same time, the Hearings Officer finds nothing to show that the report has been submitted o
DLCD for review, as required by state legislative action. This yule, which applies to rezoning of
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resonrce lands to non-resource uses, says only soil reports so reviewed can be considered by local
governments in land use proceedings. DLCD has raised an ob jection to this proceeding based on
this requirethent, as expressed in its latter received by Staff on October 27, 2015. While the
materials described in this paragraph have become a part of the record, the Hearings Officer cannot
see how he can give weight as evidence to the data therein.

Applicani’s Additional Findings:

The Properties Are Not Suitable for Vineyards - The issue of the ability of the subject properties
to support commercial vineyards has been studied extensively by several experts in the wine and

vineyard fields.

Exhibit Y is 2 letter memorandum from Andy Gallagher, who is a recognized soil scientist, with
a particular specialty in assisting property owners in the evaluation of property to potentially be
used for vineyards, A key element in the study of the subject properties involved topography and
weather patterns. Included in the Gallagher report is climate information from Dr. Greg Jones,
who is a professor at Southem Oregon University, and who is an international expert on vineyard

climatology.

This report notes that the topography and climate of the subject properties is not favorable for
growing wine grapes. This opinion is due to the high elevation, exposure to wind, higher rainfall
and overall cooler microclimate. The science is derived from indices developed at U. C. Davis,
and establishes that for a commercial vineyard there must be from 2000 to 2200 “growing degree
days” (GDD). This index includes complex measures of climatic conditions, and establishes a
seientific measure for the probability of land becoming a productive commercial vineyard. After
a review of the subject properties, and applying this index, it was determined that the predominate
amount of the subject property falls below the minimum 2000 GDD standard, therefore making
it unsuitable and unwise to attempt viticulture on the site.

In addition, Mike McLain, Vineyard Properties, a recognized expert on identification of vineyard
property in the Willamette Valley was engaged to review the site and provide his expert opinion.
He classified the subject properties as “higher risk” to a buyer based on its high elevation, its wrong
facing slope and its high exposure to wind. Mr, McLain’s letter report is attached hereto as Exhibit

Property is Not Suitable for Forest Uses - A Forestland Suifability Analysis was performed on
the subject propecties by CLiff Barnhaxt, ACE, Stuntzner Engineering & Forestry, LLC, a well
recognized expert on the development of forest lands in Oregon. His study is attached hereto as
Exhibit W. )

‘This study recognizes that a good share of the subject property is overtaken by scotch broom,
blackberrics and other brush. The focus of this study is on the large area of the subject property
that is the western slope where thete are trees intermixed with the brush. Of the 226.1 acres
studied, 157.1 acres were found to historically be in scotch broom and other brush, or power line
right of way or in non-forestry types of uses. Only 24.1 acres were found to contain some
Douglas fir and Maple, and only 44.8 acres with QOak trees.

Using historical aerial photographs, the study demonstrates how the western slopes of the subject

property have never been commercially used for timber or any type of forest uses. The trees that
have grown up on these slopes are native volunieers that even with commercial management

would not amount to a productive forest use. There appears to have been some tree cutting in the
fate 1960%, with some limited replanting of Douglas fir done in 1969.

Contributing factors determined in this study to the lack of suitability for forest use of the subject
properties include the steep slopes of the western face; poorer soil types; the wind and rain effect
on the west facing slopes; and fire risk since the subject properties arc not within an ODF fire

protection district.
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Additional obstacles to development of the subject propertics for forestry use include the inability
to apply herbicides by helicopter due to the significant level of development on surrounding Iands.
Use of manual labor for spraying is cost prohibitive. There is also the inability to butn slash
generated as a routine part of forestry management after harvest because of governmental

restrictions, and smoke‘complaints. Noise from equipment opetations, relay horn signals, back up
beepers are also significantly resiricted in a highly residential arca such as is present on

sutrounding lands.

The Applicant submitted additional evidence during the Open Record period with an Addendum
to the Forestland Suitability Analysis. This Addendum provided expert analysis as to the upper
lands, 100+ acres on the subject properties. This Supplemental Forestry Study by CIiff Barnhart
determined:

I. The upland area of 105. 8 acres has a total of 14 acres commitied to development such
as dwelling and roads, leaving the net acreage for review at 91.8 acres.

2. The land has been committed to non-forestry uses since at least 1935,

3. Conversion of this npland area would require some effort and cost in the application of
herbicides.

4. The land is not financially viable for forestry production based on the same issues raised
in the original report for the western slopes.

5 (iven the climate change, and the proliferation of fires, along the West Coast, and since
2017 in Oregon, the risk of fire to timber, especially in areas with many dwellings, risen.
dramatically.

6. The subject property has a high voltage power line traversing it, and it is located int eh
middle of an area that has a Jarge number of dwellings nearby. These are factors that
contribute heavily to the increased fire risk.

7. Given the dramatic rise in fire risk, the liability insurers have stepped away from this
market making it nearly impossible and financially unfeasible for small lot forest
ownerships to obtain insurance.

Also, included with the study is a Financial Analysis that details the monetary elements involved
in commercial forestry. Using the two generally accepted accounting measures for financial
feasibility for forestry uses, the study determined that the net present value for an investment in
this land for forsstry uses would be between minus $105 per acre upwards to minus $391 per acre.
Obviously the financial analysis of this property clearly shows that no commercial forestry uses
can legitimately be implemented.

The Applicants also argue on the Rebuttal that there is no conflicting evidence with regatd to the
practicability of forestry uses on the Subject Property as they have the only expert evidence
submitied, The Applicants argue the subject properties are not snitable for forestry uses, and the
inability to institute foxestry uses is shown in over 80 years of activity on the Subject Property by
the Simmons family without ever even considering forestry uses due to the thin and racky soil, the
slopes and wind affect from the Van Duzer corridor.

Hearings Officer Findings:
1. Farm Use as defined in ORS 215.203

The Hearings Officer previously concluded that based on NRCS soils data, the subject propetties
have very good agricultural capabilities, even after taking into acconnt various physical limitations
auch as slope and microclimate. Here, the Hearings Officer finds that the NRCS soils data
demonstrates the subject propetties have very good agricultural capabilities, even after taking into
account various physical limitations such as slope and microclimate. :

To address the Hearings Officer’s previous findings, with these applications the Applicants provided
additional expert testimony from Andy Gallagher, who is a recognized soil scientist, and Mike
Mclain, who is an expert in identifying vineyard propertics within the Willamette Valley to address

the subject propetties vineyard capabilities. B oth Mt. Gallagher and Mr. McClain’s concerns for the
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site seem to be for only pinot noir production. The Hearings Officer believes that there are other
grapes, besides pinot noir, produced in the Willamette Valley for wine. The record is unclear if Mr.
McClain and Mr. Gallaghtr evaluated the site for other types of grapes, or only Pinot Noit, However,
Mr. McClain made a statement that “What would happen in all but the very best years (i.e. very eatly
and warm until harvest) is that the fruit would only be sellable {o a sparkling wine winery (they don’t
want ripe flavors) or that the fruit would be rejected by the contracted winery because it doesn’'t meet
the minimum degree brix requirements of the contract. This implies to the Hearings Officer that the
grapes will be sellable almost every year for sparkling wine thereby having the potential to generate

gross income.

The Applicants also argue that slope and elevation are chellenges too big to overcome for viable
vineyard production on the subject propesties, The Applicants rely on the reports authored by Mr.
McI_ain and Mr. Gallagher to support their argument as to these challenges. However, Mr.
Gallagher’s concers regarding the site are related to pinot noir grapes as mentioned above, In
evaluating the elevation, Mr. Gallagher concluded that with the elevation, the majority (60%) of
the property puts it into the Winkler Index category 1a, suitable for hybrid wine grapes and only
the earlies V. vinifera varicties. Mr, Gallagher analyzed data and determined that due to the
elevation, the site is cooler than the median values for the much of the planted area in the Eola-
Amity AVA; however, the growing degree-day and average growing season temperature values do
still fall within cool climate suitability on average. Thus, Mr. Gallagher concluded:

On average the site would be expected to have vintage to vintage vatiability (1811 to 2111)
which could still ripen fruit, but at the margins in the cooler years. For the extremes, the
analogy here is that the warmest of years in a 30-year period, similar to 2015, would
produce conditions that would be vety conducive to ripening fruit at this elevation. On the
other hand, the coolest of years in a 30-year period, similar fo 2010, would produce
conditions that would be very difficult fo ripen fiuit at this elevation. (Applications, Exhibit

Y)

The Hearings Officer believes the evidence supports a finding that on average the subject property
could have successful vineyard production, While extreme cold weather years may be hard, that is
true for many agricultural products and certainly is not sufficient evidence to support a finding that
farm use is impracticable.

During the review for PA 14-01 and ZC 14-02, findings stated that, “The Simmons have also been
the only bona fide farmers to ever farm portions of this land since World War I” and “Na gross
carnings from farming have accrued to any of the participants in this zoning action since 2004”.
These findings may now be invalid, as Staff found, conflicting evidence that demonstrates at least
two (2) of the subject properties are currently employed in farm use with an intent to make a profit
in money. Staff reviewed Polk County’s Community Development records and found two (2)
Agriculture Exempiion Permits for two (2) of the subject properties {Tax Lots 602 and 603 in T75,
RAW, Section 14). Polk County’s Agriculture Exemption Permit requires applicant’s to “Be
specific in desciibing your favm or forest enterprise, size of operation, and annual profit.” One of
the Agriculture Exemption Permits was issued for Tax Lot 602 on March 6, 2017, which indicates
that the farm operation consisted of 20 acres of fescue that was switched to orchard grass in 2016,
with an annual profit of more than $10,000. The other Agriculture Exemption permit was issued
for Tax Lot 603 on July 12, 2018, which indicates that the farm enterprise consists of horse
boarding, lessons, and chicken egg production with an annual profit of $14,000. At the public
hearing, the Applicant’s attorney, Mx. Lien, argued that this was potential profit not actual annnal
profit. Whether it is actual or anticipated profit, the agricultural permits demonstrate to the
Hearings Officers that the subject properties have agricultural capabilities. The 2018 Polk County
aerial photograph recently became available through Polk County’s GIS. Based on this recent 2018
photograph, Staff determined that approximately 35 acres of the subject properties are currently in
field crop production, which is located partially on Tax Lot 602 and partially on Tax Lot 603.
These photographs are consistent with the statements provided in the Agricultural Exemption
permit that was issued for Tax Lot 602 and with the statement made by Mr. Lafayette. Based on
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the evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds that there is substantial evidence in the record
to demonstrate that at least a portion of the subject properties are managed for farm use and are
making a profit in money.

Based on evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds that the subject propetties have
agricultural capabilities. Evidence in the record further demonstrates that at least a portion of the
subject propexty is currently being managed for farm use with an intent to make a profit in money.

2. Forestry Practices - Propagation or harvesiing of forest product as specified in OAR
660-033-0120 and Forest operations or forest practices as specified in OAR 660-006-
0025(2)(a) :

The Hearings Officer previously concluded, “Considering that the proposed exception area has an
average forest capability value of 154 cubic feet per acre annually, it has never been actively
managed for forest production and there is a commetcial hard wood forest operator in iis
immediate vicinity, the Hearings Officer concludes that the propagation and harvesting of forest
products is practicable.” As discussed above, in order to ensure that the most up to date information
is being evaluated for this review, Staff generated a new soils report for the subject properties, which
is sumrarized in Table 2 above, and is based on soils data that was last updated on September 17,
5018. Based on the most recent NRCS soils data available, Staff determined that the subject
properties ate cable of producing an average of approximately 154 cubic feet of wood fiber per
acre, per yeat, Approximately 52 percent of the subject properties contain Class If and IIT soils,
which is considered forest lands. The Hearings Officer finds the soil data is relevant and credible
factor in examining afl the evidence to determine if an Exception to Goal 4 exists.

The Applicants concluded that there is no ability to carcy out commercial timber production ot
management for harvesting or related forest uses on the subject properties, based on a Forestland
Suitability Analysis conducted by Cliff Barnhart, ACF, with Stuntzner Engineering and Forestry,
LLC. (Exhibit W) This analysis indicates that the primary focus of the assessment is 1) physical site
condition with respect to forest production; 2) the impacts of surrounding perimeter land uses; and
3) the economic feasibility of commercial forest uses. Maps included with the assessment indicate
that the entire subject property was evaluated, however, the narrative states that the primary focus of
the assessment is the western slopes of the property, some of which is currently forested, while some
of which is currently overtaken by scotch broom, blackberries, and other forms of brush vegetation.

Mr. Barnhart’s assessment included an evaluation of different land cover types for the subject
properties based on 1935, 1969, and 2016 aerial photographs. These photographs depict five (5)
different land cover types and how the land cover has changed over time. The five (5) classifications
include: Douglas fir/maple forest, scotch broom/brush, eak forest, non-forest, and powerline right-
of-way. '

The area identified as “Type 17 includes Douglas fir and maple forests, which comprises
approximately 24.1 acres of the subject property near the northwest corner of the proposed re-zone
area. Aerial photographs indicate that this area has been forested for the 82-year period that aerial
photographs are available. Findings indicate that the northern half of this area was harvested
sometime around 1969, and the southern half was barvested around 1990. The notthern area was 1ot
replanted after the 1969 harvest, but natural regeneration inciuded a mix of maples and scattered
Douglas fir trees. The southern area was replanted with Douglas fir trees, with an estimated survival

rate of 25% and the remaining 75% currently contains brush and hardwoods.

The area identified as “Type 2” is composed of grass, scotch broom, and blackberries with scattered
hardwood trees, which comprises approximately 48.0 acres near the south-central portion of the
subject properties. Mr. Barnhatt concluded that theye are three scenarios for why this area lacks forest
cover including, 1) fire history, 2) historic clearing for grazing, or 3) the site is not suitable for
growing trees. In addition, farming and application of herbicides within this area could explain the
Tack of afforestation. Findings also indicate that it would be difficult to reforest this area with Douglas
fir due to the southwest aspect and shallow soils, Findings indicate that Ponderosa pine is a more
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suitable species for these types of conditions, however, it is the opinion of Mr. Barnhart that the
economics of growing pine in this region is not favorable.

The area identified as “Type 3" is composed of naturally regenerated hardwood species over the last
35 years, which comprises approximately 44.8 actes. Earlier photographs show the area to be
historically comprised of land cover that is closer to “Type 2” vegetation, with the exception of some
scattered hardwoods. Historic photographs also show that this area was cleared for agricultural
purposes in the 1960°s. Mr. Batnhart nofes that Douglas fir was not observed in the undesstory of

the current oak stand.

An Addendum to Forestland Suitability Analysis was entered into the Record during the Open
Record period to address the area identified as “Type 4" which comprises the eastern half of the
subject properties, an arca approximately 105.8 acres in size. Type 4 is generally described as rolling
ridgetop topogeaphy. There cutrently is not any forest vegetation within Type 4 other than two
narrow strips along the eastern fence lines. Of the 105.8 acres included in Type 4, 14.0 acres are
already committed to other uses and 91.8 are potentially available to convert to forest use. The area
potentially available to forest production is cutrently vegetated with grass fields and primarily
herbaceous vegetation. The Addendum states in part:

[Clonversion of Type 4A to forest productivity would require herbicide site preparation
and planting. No cleating or brush piling would be required in this area, Douglas-Fir
should be fairly easy to establish in this area as long as competing vegetation is controlled
during the first five years of establishment in order to conserve moisture available to the
trees, and to prevent outbreaks of field mice which like grass cover. The gentle northerly
and easterly aspects in type 4A. showld be favorable to seedling survival under normal

precipitation years.

The upland area mapped as Type 4 includes a combination of Jory and Nekia silty clay
loam soils. Both of these soil types have forest productivity ratings classitied as being
suitable for commercial forest uses.

All of Type 4A could be operated on with ground machinery.

The Hearings Officer interpreis the Addéndum as describing Type 4 as possessing positive qualities
for forest productivity; (1) no clearing or brush piling would be required; (2) gentle northerly and
eastetly aspects in type 4A should be favorable to seedling survival under normal precipitation years;
(3) Douglas Fir could easily establish; soil is classified as being suitable for commercial forest uses;
(4) all of the Type 4A could be operated with ground machinery.

‘While there would need to be some herbicide preparation, when evaluating all of the other factors,

that factor alone can establish the forest use as impracticable. Fusther, considering the topographical,
vegetative, and soil differences beiween Type 4 and Type 1 and Type 3, the Hearings Officer is not
persuaded that the financial suitability analysis prepared for Type 1 and Type 3 is accurate for T'ype
4. The DCE model for Type 1 and 3 relied on the soil productivity reported by the NRCS soil survey.
The soil productivity is higher for Type 4. It is logical to assume that with a higher soil productivity
that potential for productivity (i.e. timber volume) would be higher. It is also logical to conclude that
minimum site preparation, the ability to use ground machinery, and a high survival rate for seeding
would all result in lower input costs, which would result in higher profit margins.

‘While the Simmons family has never tried commercial forest productivity, that does not mean it
is impracticable, Given all of the evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds the applications
do not demonstrate that forestry operations or practices are impractical.

D. A conclusion that an exception area is irrevocably committed shall be supporied
by findings of fact that address all applicable factors of section (6) of this rule and
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by a statement of reasons explaining why the facts support the conclusion (hat
uses allowed by the applicable goal are impracticable in the exception area.; [OAR
660-004-0028(4)] :

E. Findings of fact and a statement of reasons that land subject to an exception is
irrevacably committed meed not be prepared for each individual parcel in the
exception area. Lands that are found to be irrevacably committed under this rule
may inelude physically developed lands, [OAR 660-004-0028(5)]

F. Findings of fact for a conunitted exception shall address the following factors:
[OAR 660-004-0028(6)]

1. Existing adjacent uses; [OAR 660-004-0028(6)(a)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings: The applicants say adjacent land uses are upusually
varied, including a discussion of the elevation of Willamette vineyards, on pages 45 and 46 of the

Staff report. __
Applicant says if wine grapes could grow on the property, they would already be here.

The proponents have strongly held beliefs that an exception is wacranted based on a host of
complex factors including but not limited to elevation, wind exposure, sun exposure, shallow soils,
preponderance of rock, cold temperatures related to elevation, inability to irrigate and inability to
burn crop residues. In addition, there are no Jinkages to the other farm enterprises in the area that
are less affected by the same factors. Also, there are two bordets where all the parcels are zoned
for non-resource use and thus no camplementary farm enterprises.

Staff notes that statements by the applicant indicate that lands in the vicinity of the subject property
exhibit an ownership pattern that hinders the management of small farm haoldings as Jarger farm
units, which has contributed to a proliferation of small scale, specialty agriculture in the area. Staff
notes that the nearest large agricultural operations to the subject properties are Christmas tree farms
and vineyards, A rural residential exception area is also adjacent to the southern parcels of the
exception area. Due to an escarpment on the west side, applicants believe the subject properties
are more closely associated geographically with adjacent properties along Best Road than those to

the west taking access from Oak Grove Road, which is 600 feet lower in elevation.

The applicant states that wine grapes are not a suitable crop for the subject propetties, citing site
specific limitations related to elevation, a lack of irrigation water, crop damage from pests, a
preponderance of boulders, and a lack of landscape uniformity to establish blocks with the
appropriate aspeet. The applicant states that the vast majority -of vineyards in the Willamette
viticulture area are below 600 feet in elevation. Indeed, existing nearby vineyards ate at lower
elevations than the subject properties. Cubanisimo Vineyards to the east of the subjéct properties
is located on the leeward side of Glenn Hill at an elevation of approximately 050 feet, liola Hills
Wine Cellars' Legacy Estate Vineyard is located at the toe of the escarpment west of the subject
properties at an elevation of approximately 500 feet, Kathken Winety, to the northwest of the
subject properties is at an elevation of approximately 830 feet, and Domaine Drouhin Oregon,
Inc.’s vineyard northeast of the subject properties at an clevation of approximately 680 feet. While
the aforementioned vineyards are all above 600 feet of elevation, except for the Legacy Estate
Vineyard, they are not located on ridge tops, and are largely sheltered from the constant winds
affecting the subject propertics. Vineyard sites in the vicinity of the subject properties reveal the
variety of landscapes on which vineyards are planted, with east facing, west facing and south
facing vineyards represented by the small sample above. However, the subject properties are more
exposed to wind and sun than the vineyard sites surrounding it, lending some --- though not
conclusive - credence to the applicant’s observations that wine grape production is impracticable

there.

Using 2011 Aerial Photographs and GIS measuring tools, Staff estimated the size of the largest
agricultural operations in the vicinity of the subject properties. Eola Hills Wine Cellars' Legacy
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Estate Vineyard has approximately 75 acres of vineyard planted on a 160 acre parcel immediately
west of the subject properties; Domaine Drouhin Oregon, Inc. has approximately 140 acres of
vineyard planted on four adjacent parcels totaling approximately 278 acres about a mile northeast
of the subject properties; Doubletrees Land & Timber, LLC has approximately 120 actes of
Christmas trees planted on an approximately 170 acre propetty about one third of a mile southeast
of the subject properties; Schudel Enterprises, LLC owns approximately 198 acres immediately
west of the Domaine Drouhin Oregon, Inc. and grows Christmas trecs on approximately 185 of
those acres; and, across Orchard Heights Road from the subject properties, Charles and Andrea
THatchetic own ten contiguous tax lots comprising approximately 147 acres planted with over 100
acres of Christmas trees. Growing specialty crops at a larger scale generally means Jower input
costs, and more predictability at harvest.

Land use changes on properties in the vicinity of the subject propertics generally support the
applicant's statements regarding the proliferation of small scale farms in the area. Staff developed
Table 3 on page 33 of this report to characterize the nature of specialty agriculture in the vicinity
of the subject properties. The 2014 Polic County Assessor's Office records were referenced for the
assessed vahes of land and structures located on EFU lands within 1,000 feet of the subject
properties to help evaluate whether neaxby lands are primarily used for agricultural or residential
purposes. There is no evidence demonstrating whether or not surrounding propeities are able fo
make a profit in money from agriculture. Therefore, to help understand whether ot not surrounding
small farm operations rise to the level of a commercial farm where there is the intent to make a
profit in money we can assume that properties engaged primarily in agriculture generally have
higher assessed values for land relative to structures thereon.

Of the 21 properties zoned EFU within 1,000 feet of the subject properties, eight have higher
assessed values for structures than for the underlying land. Two of the properties for which land is
assessed at a higher value than the structures thereon are not teceiving farm deferrals, which would
inflate the assessed value of the those lands. Staff observes that three of the 12 nearby EFU
propetties having higher assessed values for land than for structures are vacant. Accordingly, it
can be argued that, within 1,000 feet of the subject propeities, there are nearly as many small scale
farms among EFU properties with residences than there are large commercial farming operations.
A majority of the EFU lands to the north and west of the subject properties are, or could be, large
commercial scale farms. The applicant has characterized the properties to the east as "hobby™
farms. A definition of a "hobby" farm from Internal Revenue Setrvice (IRS) is generally accepted
to mean that there is no imtention by the farm opetator to make a profit from a gricultural activities.”
Staff observed that EFU zoned properties near the subject property that have higher assessed
values for structures than for the mnderlying land and may qualify as hobby farms by this definition.
Without economic data for the surrounding properties, Staff is making the assumption that
agricultural income would not be sufficient to support the costs of dwellings and other structural
improvements on those lands. Therefore, capital derived from sources other than farm income
from these neighboring properties would be necessary to construct and maintain the dwellings and
structures, leading one to conclude that agricultural activities thereon are ancillary to the residential
uses. This does not in itself allow the conclusion that surrounding properties are not capable of or
are not currently making a profit in money from agriculture; only that it may not be the primary
activity or use of the land.

Measure 37 claims were made on two properties adjoining the subject propetties. One of the
Measure 37 claims was succeeded by Measure 49 Order No. 11132401, which permits the
establishment of two additional parcels for a total of three home sites on Tax Lot 200 in T7S, R4W,
Section 23, Pursuit of potential land entitlements under Measures 37 and 49 are emblematic of
trend towards a growing number smaller agricultural parcels occurting in the vicinity of the subject

7 FS-2007-18, Business or Hobby? Answer Has Implications for Dedictions, Internal Revenue
Service, (April 2007), https:/Awvww.irs. gov/uac/Business-or-Hobby%3F-Answer-Has-
Lmplications-for-Deductions, viewed 10/19/15.
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properties over the past several decades, This has resulted in a diversification of farming on a small
scale with equine stables, Christmas tree farms, grass seed growers, wood lots, and vineyards and
wineries operating within a thousand feet of the subject properties. Recent changes on these neatby
properties exemplify the shift to small scale specialty agriculture. Cubanisimo Vineyards began
with a partition of a 32-acre parcel into 12-acre and 20-acre parcels in 1978 (Polk County Planning
File SE 78-18), followed by a farm dwelling approval in 1989 (Polk County Planning File FD 89-
16). A conditional use permit approved wine sales and marketing as a home occupation. in 2004
(Polk County Planning File CU 04-21), including four (4) events attracting up to 300 visitots.
Another commercial winery was established within the past ten years adjacent to the subject
properties, Bola Hills Winery purchased a large parcel immediately west of the subject properties
which was the subject of Plan Amendment and Zone Change applications in 2010 (PA 10-05 and
ZC 10-06, respectively) to change the PCCP designation from Forest to Farm Forest and change
the Zoning designation from Timber Conservation (TC) to Farm Forest Overlay (FFO). A
subsequent land use application (LUD 13-11) was approved to establish a winery at what is now
known as the Legacy Estate Vineyard. The winery offers wine tasting, company picnics and
wedding ceremonies at their J.egacy Estate Vineyard location.

Over the past decade a series of partitions of the original Simmons holdings, identified as LP 05-
20, LP 05-22, and LP 05-23, and memorialized in Partition Plats 2006-0027 through 2006-0029,
have tesulted in the current configurations of the subject properties. These recent land partitions
were made possible by three (3) Measure 37 Claims (identified as M 03-09, M 05-13, and M 05-
14). Subsequent vesting determinations by Polk County Planning Division, identified as file
numbers VRD 09-01 through VRD 09-03, upheld these Measure 37 partitions. The Measure 37
partitions of the subject properties created six parcels to bring the total number of parcels to nine
(9). Following the Measure 37 Claims (Claims) and corresponding vested rights determinations, a
suite of Measture 49 claims were submitted, which resulted in three Measure 49 Final Order and
Home Site Authorizations (Final Order) approved by DLCD, Final Oxders arising from these three
Claims provided for five dwelling entitlements for the subject properties. The Final Orders
referenced above authorized five dwellings on the parcels vested under Measure 37. Of the five
authorized dwellings under Measure 49, three have been built. These dwellings are on Tax Lots
602 and 603 in T7S, R4W, Section 14 and Tax Lot 101 in T7S, R4W, Section 23. Based on a
review of the Polk County Assessor records, the subject properties currently contain a total of three

dwellings.

A large area of commitied lands, substantially isolated from the exception area by steep slopes,
resides to the south of the subject properties. This committed lands arca, comprising approximately
1,100 acres of AR-5 zoned land, extends south to Highway 22 and west to the Salem city limits.
Ten of the fourteen AR-5 parcels neatest the subject properties are owned by William Curtright
and are vacant {T7S, R4W, Section 24 Tax Lots 303 - 308 and T75, R4W, Section 23 Tax Lots
1000 & 1003 - 1005). Each of these vacant AR-5 parcels could be developed with dwellings,
although they have been in their current ownership for over 20 years and are still vacant. Should
the applications be approved, one 20 acre parcel zoned EFU (located at 1785 Best Road) would be
surrounded by properties with Rural Lands Plan designations. This property was created and
authorized by a Measure 37 Claim, Parcel 3 in Partition Plat 2006-0029, and the dwelling was
subsequently approved by Measure 49 Order number H132890C. Since the 20 acre parcel and the
dwelling thereon were approved absent review relative to the Statewide Planning Goals, Staff
anticipates that the proposed goal exception would not commit the home site to uses other than
those allowed by Goal 3 since if has already been created and developed for nonfarm use.

The applicant contends that the subject properties are compatible with the properties in the vicinity
and that the subject properties cannot reasonably or feasibly be utilized for farm or forest use by
themselves or in conjunction with adjoining properties, Division of the subject properties
following Measure 37 claims made by various members of the Simmons family, and the
construction of three dwellings on its eastem portion have broken up the ownership of what was
once an approximately 267-acre farm unit. The resulting parcelization and establishment of
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infrastructure to service the three new dwellings on the subject propetties has made achieving
economies of scale for agriculture difficult. Furthermore, water, power and septic lines that
connect the dwellings to domestic services have been placed underground, rendering the
management of the land for agriculture impractical, since the land cannot be plowed without
interfering with this buried residential infrastructure. Roads serving existing dwellings on the
subject properties are aligned so that they interfere with the orderly tilling of soil, and are gravel
surfaced for residential use. Farm activities such as ripping, discing, seeding and spraying require
large, uniform fields to be done efficiently. Gravel driveways crossing the middle of the subject
properties both vertically and horizontally conflict with the efficient management of soil
preparation and crop protection activities.

While the characteristics of the proposed exception area are considered relevant factors when
taking an irrevocably committed goal exception, the emphasis of the exception is on the
relationship between the proposed exception area and adjoining uses, and why that relationship
commits the subject properties to uses not allowed by the goals. In this instance, the applicant
contends that the lawful physical development that occurred under Measures 37 and 49 on the
subject properties, while they were not subject to Goals 3 or 4, are changing conditions that, while
may not have vested a Measure 37 use, rise to the level to have jrrevocably committed the subject
properties to uses not allowed by Goal 3. Neither this argument nor supporting evidence was
extended to Goal 4 uses at the time of the Staff report. The applicant has since provided additional
evidence in the record demonstrating that residential development around the subject property
makes agriculture and forestry difficult by limiting the ability to spray due to the impact of drift
on surrounding residential uses. The applicant has thoroughly documented the topographical,
climate and cultivation challenges of the subject properties, while offering cursory review of how
recent changes on adjoining lands has committed them to uses not allowed by the goals and
whether allowing the proposed amendments would, in turn, commit adjacent or nearby lands to
uses not allowed by the applicable goal. The applicant fails to adequately demonstrate how recent
changes on adjacent lands make timber production on the subject properties impracticable. The
seven properties comprising the proposed exception area arc between 20 acres and 45 acres in size.
The applicant's proposal contemplates 10 acre properties intended primarily for acreage residential
uses and perhaps hobby farming. A proposal increasing the number of parcels in the proposed
exception area would amplify internal conflicis with agricultural operations by creating smaller
farm units. The Hearings Officer cannot ignore the inevitable loss of some resource land to the
siting of proposed residences: Streets, sidewalks, driveways, storage sheds and septic systems, to
mention. the footprint of homes and outbuildings. While this factor alone may not be decisive, it
does negatively qualify applicant's statement that no resource lands would be .lost to agricultural

and forestry nses.

Provisions found in OAR 660-004-0018(2)(b )(B) require that "rural uses, density and public
facilities will not commit adjacent or nearby resousce land to uses not allowed by the applicable
goal as described by OAR 660-004-0028." The applicant's proposal involves an "itrevocably
committed” goal exception pursuant to OAR 660-004-0028, which necessitates an analysis of
whether the proposal could commit adjacent or neatby resource land to uses not allowed by the
applicable goal. Increasing the residential density of the subject properties would invariably create
conflicts with nearby large agricultural operations due to spray duift, dust and the movement of
farm machinery. While Oregon has "right to farm" laws that protect farmers from allegations of
trespass, inherent conflicts between residential and agricultural uses increase the probability of
nuisance lawsuits against farmers engaging in accepted agricultural practices such as tilling fields
and spraying crops. The applicant submitted material into the record on November 24, 2015
addressing the issue of drift from agricultural and forestty spray activities. The applicant contends
that spray applications in connection with agricultural and forestry operations on the subject
properties could drift to adjacent properties, causing damage to nearby crops and creating a
nuisance for neatby residences. The applicant's argument is a double-edged sword, however, since
the same reasoning could be employed by nearby wine grape and Christmas tree growers if the
subject properties’ primary nse were residential,
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Based on matetials and statements in the record, Staff generally supported the applicant's
conclusion that the proposal is consistent with land use pafferns and uses in the vicinity of the
subject properties. The applicant subsequently submitted evidence to the contrary. Nevertheless,
the Hearings Officer finds that evidence is lacking that would demonstrate the relationship with

existing adjacent uses has made either farm or forest use of the subject properties impracticable.

Applicant’s Additional Findings:

The land use inventory, Exhibit V, details all the characteristics of the adjacent and surtounding
lands. The inventory study included an analysis of every propetty on & total of four sections that
surround the exception area. The study area Map includes all 8 Assessor maps in Sections 13, 14,
23 and 24, in Township 78, Range 4W. The total study avea is approximately 4 miles square,
encompassing approximately 2,571 actes.

Thete are 215 useable Tax Lots, plus three easement roads, two tower sites and two well sites, for
an effective total of 222 Tax Lots. There ave 153 houses on the 215 parcels, equating to 71% of the
parcels in the study area have single family dwellings. Almost all the parcels that are identified m
actual farm use do not have a dwelling located on-site.

The average patcel size in the study area is 12,07 acres. 165 of the 215 parcels are under 10 acres in
size, meaning 77% of the parcels in the study area are under 10 acres in size.

(18 of the 215 Tax Lots are in farm or forest deferral programs, and 97 are not, meaning only 55%
of the parcels are in a deferral program. Fven this figure is deceptive since 104 of the 215 parcels
have structure values that exceed the land value, making these by IRS definition “Robby farms”.
This means fhat 48.8% of the parcels in the study area can be clagsified as “hobby farms”. Parcels
which are granted deferral status, despite the fact that the owners derive their income from sources

other than employment of agricultural or forestry practices on their land. These owners generally
woik a full time job off-site which suppotts the capital investment in the parcel.

There is one large commercial vineyard (Eola Hills) in the study area that is a total 0of 232.1 acres in
size, and encompasses three tax lots. Thete is one large Filbert Orchard (Walker) in the study area
that is 242.02 acxes in size, and is encompassed in two fax lots. There is one large tree farm
(Doubletrees Land and Timber) in the study area that is 169,63 acres in size. There is one large
ownership {(Waldensee LLC) that is 99.18 acres in size which is idle at this time. There is one large
ownership (Pratt) that is 91.38 acres in size which appears to be idle at this time as well. Aside from
these large ownerships, no other parcel in the study area is ovet 50 acres in size. It should be noted

that these large parcels are all on the fatter land to the west, with considerably different land
characteristics that exist in the higher elevations of the exception area.

There are several parcels in the study area that are owned in combination with other parcels by one
owner, and those are detailed above.

The study area contains some of tlhe most valuable homes in the Willamette Valley. 21 of the parcels
here are vatued at over $1,000,000, nearly 10% of the entire study area, 82 more of the parcels in
the stady area are valued at more than $500,000, which is over 38% more of the pareels in the study
area. Combined, parcels in the study area that have valuation of over $500,000 is 103, meaning over
48% of the parcels in the study area ave very ligh value non-resource related homesites.

110 of the parcels are zoned EFU. 4 of the parcels are zoned FF. 1 of the parcels is zoned TC. 99
of the parcels are zoned AR-5, which figure may actually be 100, as one of the parcels is identified
by the county as being zoned AR, however it is most likely that parcel is also zoned AR-5: 4 of the

parcels are zoned SR,

Hearings Officer Findings: .

Prior to the hearing, Angela Carnahan from DLCD submitted comments into the record that the Land
Use Inventory submitted by the Applicants encompassed too large of an arca. Open Record period

comment also raised argument that the size of the Study Area diluted what was actual occurring in
the adjacent lands. The Applicants argned the exception area should be looked at as if it were a
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donut, and the exception arca is in the inside hole and examination of a larger area (the meat of the
donut), adjacent to the Bxception arca should be examined. The Hearings Officer finds that utilizing
4 gquare miles (approximatcly 2,571 acres) as “adjacent” lands to the subject propetties (totaling

228 acres) means the s1ze of the Exception area is not even 10% percent of the total area of land
in the Applicants’ Land Use Inventory and this Tnventory is too large to examine the existing
adjacent uses. The Hearings Officer will focus on the contiguous tax Tots to the exception area in
order to determine if the existing adjacent uses iirevocably commit the exception area, There are 14
contiguous tax lots and the Applicants included information about ¢ach tax lot in their applications

as well as during the Open Record period. The Hearings Officer summaries the information below:

Map Tax Lot and Size | Zoning Additional Information

7.4.13B | Tax Lot 2400~ EFU This property is located across Best Road, It
14.64 Acres Joes have Christmas trees planted on it.

74.13 Tax Lot 1701 — | EFU This property is located across Best Road. T he
19.71 Acres Applicants believe 10 active farming 1s

“occutring on this property however they also
observed in 2017 there was a fenced grass field.

7.4.24 Tax Lot 300 — AR5 Adjacent to Tax Lot 601, This property contains
5.19 Acres | Dense Timber. The Applicants believe close
dwelling compound to propetty line inhibits
agricultural and forest uses on Simmons

property.
74.24 Tax Lot 303 — AR-S Applicanis contend this property is solely for
4,02 Acres residential use due to size. This impacts farm use

practices for Sirmmons (livestock) and Lathen
(grass sced and Christmas Trees). No way for
farm use on Simumons and Lathen propetties to
be buffered or screened from the permitted
residential use.

7.4.23 Tax Lot 102 — ETU This propetty has been used as cherty orchard
20 Acres and it currently has a portion being farmed for
grass seed planted. The Applicants have raised
concern that Tax Lot 101 cannot plant
Christmas trees Dbecause of high chemical
jmpact and proximity to fhis property where
children live. Applicant Simmons again raises
conceth over home proximity fo potential swine
operation. This property was previously owned
and farmed by Applicant Simmons.

____,__-—________—-——-—-

7.4.23 Tax Lot 1004 — | AR-S This ptopetty is currently vacant. The
11. 42 Acres - Applicants discuss how this property could be
Same Owner as developed and potential impacts.
Tax Lot 1003
7.4.23 Tax Lot 1003 — | AR-5 This property is curtently vacant. The
11.42 Acres — Applicants discuss how this propetty could be
Same Owner as developed and have potential impacts,
Tax Lot 1004
74.23 Tax Lot 1020 — | AR-5 This propetty is used for residential use.
5.7 Acies Applicants argue this propetty could affect

oo f
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customary forest practices, including helicopter

spraying and harvesting.
7.4.23 Tax Lot 1010 — | AR-5 This property is used for residential wuse.
4,92 Acres Applicants argue establishment of another

dwelling impacts fire concern, More dwellings
affect forest management practices.

7.4.23 Tax Lot 1015- | AR-5 This propetty is used for residential use. The
5.02 Acres owners did create large fire buffers. Applicants
argue presence of luxury home impacts normal
and necessary forest practices.

7423 Tax Lot 200 — EFU The Applicants have observed no farning
91.38 Acres activity but have obsetved two mature stands
of timber. This propety also has variable
topography.
7.423 Tax Lot 500—- | ¥/F Nearly 100% of land is in resource use. This
157.7 Acres property contains a targe vineyard.
7.4.14 Tax Lot 700 - B/E This propexty is being used for timber. This
48.44 Acres Property borders Applicants Gray and Pugtnire.
These properiies coexist.
7.4.14 Tax Lot 600 — | BFU This parcel hias a cherry orchard and Christmas
18.14 Acres trees on it. The Applicants have argued the
cherty orchard is non-productive and it is low-
value timber.

From the above table it is clear that most of the parcels that are adjacent to the exception zone are
currently in some type of agricultural or forestry practice. There are also contiguous parcels that are
used for primarily residential purposes. However, contiguous AR-5 zoned parcels were planned and
zoned for residential use. OAR 660-004-0028(6)(c)(A) states, “.. Resource and nonresource
parcels created and uses approved pursuant to the applicable goals shall not be uged to justify a
committed excepfion...” Applicants have also argued that due to the proximity of several
surrounding homes, including homes that have a high dollar value, will detrimentally affect
farming practices on the subject propetties, including the ability for swine production; thus,
committing the exception zone, However, even assuming that some farm uses or practices on the
subject properties might be “objectionable to non-fatm residents,” as the Applicants claim, it is
well settled that “people who build houses in an agricultural area must expect some discomforts to
accompany the perceived advantages of a raral location.” Prentice v. LCDC, 71 Or App 394, 403,
692 P2d 642 (1984), guoting 1000 Friends of Oregonv. LCDC, 69 Or App 717, 728, 688 P2d 103
(1984).

The Applicants also argue that forestry practice 18 impracticable within the Exception area due to

residential development on adjacent properties. The Applicants contend that cutrent proximity of
several of the homes on contiguous parcels create additional fire risk and increased cost to potential
forest production. However, again the contiguous properties, particulaily, to the south of the
exception zone were created and approved pursuant to applicable goals. Further, the subject
properties have contiguous properties that are currently in use for forestry purposes, as evidenced
by Polk County’s aerial photo graphs.
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In Johnson v. Land County, 31 Or LUBA 454 (1996), LUBA determined that a county’s reliance
on the existence of adjacent non-resource parcels in justifying a committed exception s
impermissible where the findings do not adequately establish how or when the adjacent parcels
were created. Therefore, surrounding parcels that were lawfully partitioned and developed
pursuant to the applicable goals cannot be used to justify an itrevocably committed Goal Exception
for the subject properties. The Applicants Land Usc Inventory and additional evidence submitted
during the Open Record Period does not demonsirate sufficient evidence that the AR-5 zoned
properties contiguous to the exception zone were created and approved without application of the
applicable goals. The Polk County Subdivision and Partition Ordinance was first adapted on May
15, 1974. Therefore, even if the parcels were created without the application of applicable goals,
they would have likely been created prior to May 15, 1974. Evidence in the record does not
demonstrate a nexus for how adjacent parcels created priot to 1974 would commit the subject
properties to non-resource uses. Thus, the Hearings Officer will not consider the AR-5 zoned
contignous parcels as justification for an irrevocably committed exception to Goals 3 and 4.
Futther, thete are several adjacent properties that have residential uses and are managed for

resource purposes.

Based on the evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds the applications do not meet the
critetion fhat the existing adjacent uses justify an irrevocably comimitted exception to Goals 3 and -

4.

2. Existing public facilities and services (water and sewer lines, ete.); [OAR 660-
004-0028(6)(b)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant says the applications are partly predicated on this premise due to the fact that the subject
property was the subject of a Ballot Measure 37 application, a Ballot Measure 49 Authorization
and a Vested Rights Argument. The various public facilities and services ave identified in more
detail on pages 48 to 51 of the Staff report.

According to materials submitted by the applicant, Coffee Geosciences conducted a hydrologic
study of the subject properties to determine the relationships between its springs, wells and
groundwater aguifers. Results of the hydrologic study indicate that the proposal could be setved
with groundwater without any effect on nearby wells. The hydrologic report indicates that
groundwater withdrawals of 10 gallons per minute would cause a one-inch drawdown of the
aquifer within a radius of 240 faet, The Coffee Geosciences report indicates that a test well
pumping 28.5 gallons per minute for 24 hours recovered 90% of the aquifer drawdown in 30

mimites.

The applicant states that the subject propeities are in the Eola Hills Groundwater Limited Area
(BEHGLA). The Oregon Departiment of Water Resources (WRD) has defined the EHGLA as being
bounded by Township 5 South in Yamhill County, the Willamette River, Highway 22 and
Highway 99W. Extracting groundwater from aquifers in Columbia River Basalt formations in the
EHGLA is regulated by WRD. Accordingly, the propeity owners would be required to submit a
well report with WRD to withdraw up to 15,000 gallons of groundwater per day for any domestic
use on the subject properties. The applicant states that the number of wells that would serve the
proposal could be minimized by leveraging wells that produce 15-30 gallons per minute to serve

- three potential dwellings instead of just one. The Oregon Public Health Division of the Oregon

Health Authority regulates Public Water Systems with four ormore service connections, consistent
with OAR 333-061-0020. If a single well was used to serve three potential dwellings on the subject
properties, a Public Water System would not be required; however, withdrawals of groundwater
Trom fhe well would be limited to 15,000 gallons per day absent a permit from WRD.

Absent a Public Water System cextification, drinking water safety for groundwater sources is
incambent on individual users. Well contractors are aware of threats to public safety from domestic
water wells that are too shallow, or that are located within 100 feet of a septic system's leach field.
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Also, any dwellings that may be cons tructed following this land use action would require septic,
building, plumbing and electrical permits from Polk County. A site plan review confirming that
relevant development setbacks are met would be part of the building permit process. Part of the
site plan review evaluates whether the location of a domestic water source (a well) is at least 100
feet from a septic system leach field, thereby protecting propetty owners public health by
mitigating ¢ colf vectors.

Based on the evidence provided by the applicant, Staff concluded that adequate water would be
available to serve the proposal. On the other hand an independent expert on geological matiers and
water rights, Dr. E. Timothy Wallin, in written testimony submitted on November 10. 2015, said
the aquifer at issue cannot be relied on to provide a stable supply of water to the proposed
concentration of users under the proposal. He says there is a risk that new wells and existing wells
would find their supplies depleted. The Hearings Officer is not a geologist or hydrologist, but with
additional testimony and evidence in the record and the warnings of Dr. Wallin, it is such that the
Hearings Officer finds that there is not adequate water available to serve the proposal.

Applicant’s Additional Findings: -

The exception area is accessed from Best Road. The area is a gated community with an extensive
internal Toad system serving the entire exception atea. Best Road is a Minor Collector, The
transportation system for parcelization of the exception to 10 acres or more (a maximum of 17

additional homesites) has been stdied and found to present no significant impacts on the local
transportation facilities. The transpottation reports were confirmed by ODOT.

With the exception of two hook-ups available from the Orchard Heights Water District, the
remainder of the exception area will be provided with domestic water from a well. There is no public
sewer system available to the exception area, SO the area is served by individual septic systems,

The exception area is provided educational services by the Salem Keizer School District. Fire
protection is provided by the Salem Suburban RFPD. Law enforcement is provided by the Polk
County Sheriff's Office. There is no ODF timber fire protection provided for the subject properties,

Hearings Officer Findings:

Any future residential development would be served by an individual on-site septic system. Staff
finds that parcels 10 acres in size are generally large enough to suppott a single-family dwelling
served by an on-site septic system.

Based on written testimony submitted by Dr. L, Timothy Wallin, the Hearings Otficer previously
determined that there is inadequate water available to serve the Applicants’ proposal, For this reason,
the Applicants provided an additional hydrology study performed by J ohn M. Rehm, Jr., who is a
Registered Geologist with the State of Oregon,

Mr. Rehm'’s hydiology study focused on seven key points including; 1) Basalt is a good aquafer for
drawing water for a rural residential water well; 2) The Columbia River Basalt extends equally into
the Salem Hills and Eola Hills; 3) Basalt rock layering ins the same in the Salem Hills and Fola Hills;
4) Groundwatex recharge is the same i the Salem and Eola Hills; 5) The structural geology in the
Salem Hills and Eola Hills is the same; 0) Hydrology in the Salem Hills and the Eola Hills is the
same: and 7) There has been recent site wotk in the Orchard Heights Area. The submitted hydrology
study also includes an evaluation of “The Water Budget”, which demonstrates that even with up to
19 new home sites, the remaining recharge would be 79.9%. Mr. Rehm indicates that value of the
recharge is vety high becausethe Orchard Heights area is a very spread out ruval area; new residences
on the subject property would be on large jots (10 acres); and domestic water use would follow water

use practices of 525 gallons per day, per household.

Public comments were received that raigsed concerns over adequate water supply and argued the
applications need to also have findings regarding an Exception to Goal 5 of the Polk County
Comprehensive Plan. As discussed above, the Oregon Department of Water Resources (WRD) has
defined the Eola Hills Groundwater Limited Area (EHGLA) as being bounded by Township 5
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South in Yamhill County, the Willamette River, Highway 22 and Highway 99W. The Applicants
have acknowledged the subject properties are within the EHGLA. But based on a review of the
Polk County Significant Resource Area (SRA) Map, the subject properties have no inventoried
significant resources.

The submitted hydrology repott was stamped with M., Rehm’s Oregon Registered Professional
Geologist stamp. The Hearings Officer finds that Mr. Rehm is a credible professional who has
determined there is available water to serve future residential development on the subject
properties. Based on the evidence in the record, the Hearing Officer finds the Applicants have
demonstrated there is adequate water which meets the standards of the State Department of Health. -
Full details of this hydrology report are incfuded as Exhibit X in the record.

3. Parcel size and ownership patterns of the exception area and adjacent lands:

a Consideration of parcel size and ownership patterns under
subsection (6)(c) of this rule shall inciude an analysis of how the
existing development pattern came about and whether findings
against the goals were made at the time of partitioning or subdivision.
Past land divisions made without application of the goals do not in
themselves demonstrate irrevocable commitment of the exception
area. Only if development (e.g., physical improvements such as roads
and underground facilities) on the resulting parcels or other factors
makes ansuitable their resource use or the resource use of nearby
lands can the parcels be considered to be irrevocably committed.
Resource and nonresource parcels created and uses approved
pursuant te the applicable goals shall not be used to justify a
committed exception. For example, the presence of several parcels
created for nonfarm dwellings or an intensive commeycial
agricultaral operation under the provisions of an exclusive farm use
zone cannot be used to justify a committed exception for the subject
parcels or land adjoining those parcels.

b. Existing parcel sizes and contiguons ownerships shall be considered
together in relation to the land's actnal use. For example, several
contiguous undeveloped parcels (including parcels separated only by
a road orx highway) under one ownership shall be considered as one
farm or forest operation. The mere fact that small parcels exist does
not in itself constitute irrevocable commitment. Swmall parcels in
separate ownerships are more likely to be irrevocably committed if
the parcels are developed, clustered in a large group or clustered
around a road designed to serve these parcels, Small parcels in
separate ownerships are not likely to be irrevocably committed if they
stand alone amidst larger farm or forest operations, or are buffered
from such operations; [OAR 660-004-0028(6)(c)(A) and (B)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Agpplicant says the area surrounding the property has gradually developed over the last 80 years to
contain a large number of dwelling units in the AR-5 zoned areas to the south and east and to
smaller high value farm units to the northeast. According to the applicant, the practice of farming
properties across boundaries (complementary) was and is absent from this area. The subject
property is an isolated piece of land which is evident when visiting it. The subject rezonc area does
not directly border any other farm field (not to be confused with properties that have farm use).
The area surrounding the property has three different zoning categories which speaks to the
variability of the land. The entire southern boundary abuts an AR-5 zoned as does half of the
eastern boundary. The very dark blue pattern in the upper tight hand comer of the map is within
the Salem Urban Growth Boundary (Urban Reserve), The remainder of the eastern boundary is
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bordered by EFU zoned parcels that are 11, 14.6, 15.0, 18.29 and 19.71acres respectively. Most of
these parcels are leased out to larger farming operations except for the 19.71 acre parcel which is

the Cubanismo Vineyard.

Applicant contends that, with respect to the relationship of the property with adjoining and neatby
agricultural lands, the Jands adjacent and nearby have no positive impact on the farming of the
subject property. There is no relationship historically between the subject rezone areas and the
smaller "hobby farms" (the owners have outside jobs such as doctors and lawyers) that border on
the east. The farms to the north that are across Orchard Heights Road are farmed in conjunction
with large fields that have superior soils to those found on the subject property. The ridge line
notth of Orchard Heights Road opens up into a very large contiguous block of farm land in which
uniform practices ave possible. This is due to relatively level topography, deeper well drained soils
and larger field sizes

Changing conditions in the surrounding area also affect the types of crops grown. The Salem Area
has had a doubling of the population in the last 50 years with a significant growth factor in the
West Salem portion of Salem and most notably east of the subject property. The demand for the
types of crops grown historically have diminished such as cherries, prunes, Douglas fir Christmas
trees, grass seed and grain as the yield of these crops also dropped. Some of the processing facilities
for these crops have relocated or closed.

The portion of the property adjacent to non-farm uses on the southeast and south used to be in
orchard crops and Christmas trees, The farming activities were compatible with these uses but in
more recent years at least three dwellings were established that are close to active farming areas.
The subject property borders seven such parcels of which three have dwellings. The overall
establishment of non- farm dwellings in the area does not apparently affect the farming of the land
because they have coexisted for many years without conflict despite field burning and orchard
spraying, One nearby neighbor did have a problem with a well failure but there is no evidence that
the farming of the subject property created that sitnation.

Staff notes that statements by the applicant indicate that parcelization of fands in the vicinity of
the subject properties has resulied in an ownesship pattern that preciudes the management of small
farm holdings as larger farm units, which has led to the proliferation of small scale specialty farms,
Staff notes that the nearest large agricultural operations to the subject properties are Christmas
trees and vineyards. A rural residential exception area is also adjacent to the southern parcels of
the exception area. Due to a steep escarpment on the west side, the subject properties are more
closely associated geographically with adjacent properties along Best Road than those to the west
taking access from Oak Grove Road, which is 600 feet lower in elevation.

Using 2011 Aerial Photographs and GI3 measuring tools, Staff estimated the size of the largest
agricultural operations in the vicinity of the subject properties, Eola Hills Wine Cellars' Legacy
Estate Vineyard has approximately 75 acres of vineyard planted on a 160 acre parcel immediately
west of the subject propexties; Domaine Drouhin Oregon, Inc. has approximately 140 acres of
vineyard planted on four adjacent parcels totaling approximatcly 278 acres about a mile northeast
of the subject properties; Doubletrees Land & Timber, LLC has approximately 120 acres of
Christmas trees planted on an approximately 170 acre properly about one third (~) of a mile
southeast of the subject properties; Schudel Enterprises, LLC owns approximately 198 acres
immediately west of the Domaipe Drouhin Oregon, Inc, and grows Christmas {rees on
approximately 185 of those acres; and, across Orchard Heights Road from the subject properties
Chatles and Andrea Hatchette own ten contiguous tax lots comprising approximately 147 actes of
Cliristmas tree land, of which over 100 acres is planted. Growing specialty crops on a large scale
lowers input costs and provides mote predictability at harvest. :

The proposed exception area is comprised of seven parcels ranging in size from 45 acres to 20
acres. Simmons Family Properties, LLC owns four contiguous parcels in a 120-acre tract (Tax
Lots 601,604 and 605 in T7S, R4W, Section 14, and Tax Lot 100 in T78, R4W, Seclion 23). A
20-acre parcel south of the Simmons Family Propertics, L1C, is owned by Kevin Stone (T78,
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R4W, Section 23, Tax Lot 101). Two parcels to the north of the Simmons Family Properties, LLC
tract are owned by Christopher & Kimberly Gray (at T78, R4W, Section 14, Tax Lot 602) and
Jonathan & Tamara Pugmire (at T73, R4W, Section 14, Tax Lot 603), and are 45 acres and 43.7
acres, respectively.

Over the past decade a series of partitions of the original Stmmons holdings, identified as LP 05-
20, LP 05-22, and LP 05-23, memorialized in Pattition Plats 2006-0027 through 2006-0029, have
yesulted in the current configurations of the subject properties. These recent land partitions were
made possible by three Measure 37 Claims (identified as M 05-09, M 05-13, and M 05-14).
Subsequent vesting determinations by the Polk County Community Development department,
identified as file numbers VRD 09-01 through VRD 09-03, upheld these Measure 37 parfitions,
The Measute 37 paxtitions of the subject properties created six parcels to bring the total number of
parcels to mine. Following the Measute 37 Claims (Claims) and corresponding vested rights
determinations, a suite of Measure 49 claims were submitted, which resulted in three Measure 49
Final Order and Home Site Authorizations (Final Order) approved by DLCD. The Final Orders
referenced above authorized five dwellings on the parcels vested nunder Mcasure 37. Of the five
authorized dwellings under Measure 49, three have been built, These dwellings are on Tax Lots
602 and 603 in T78, R4W, Section 14 and Tax Lot 101 in T7S, R4W, Section 23. Based on a
review of the Polk County Assessor records, the subject propesties currently contain a total of three

dwellings.

Measure 37 clains were made on two properties adjoining the subject properties. One of the
Measure 37 clajims was succeeded by Measure 49 Order No. E132401, which permits the
establishment of two additional parcels for a total of three home sites on Tax Lot 200 in T75. R4W,
Qection 23. A second Measure 37 claim on an approximately 104-acre parcel, identified as Tax
Lot 601 in T7S. R4W, Section 23, adjacent to the southwest comer of the subject properties
authorized two additional parcels pursuant to a Measure 37 Claim (M06-249), and two additional
dwellings pursuant to a Measure 49 Final Order (I11 34231). Pursuit of potential land entitlements
ander Measures 37 and 49 are emblematic of trend towards a growing number smaller agricuitural
parcels occurring in the vicinity of the subject properties over the past several decades. This has
tesulted in a diversification of farming on a small scale with equine stables, Christmas tree farms,
wood lots, and vineyards and wineries operating within a thonsand feet of the subject propertics.
Recent changes on nearby properties exemplify the shift to small scale specialty agriculture.
Cubanisimo Vineyards began with a partition of a 32-acre parcel into a 12-acre parcel and a 20
acre parcel in 1978 (Polk County Planning File SE 78-18), followed by a farm dwelling approval
in 1989 (Polk County Planning File FD 89-16) A conditional use permit approved wine sales and
marketing as a home occupation in 2004 (Polk County Planning File CU 04-21), including four
&vents attracting up to 300 visitors. Another commercial winery was established within the past
ten years adjacent to the subject properties. Eola Hills Winery purchased a large parcel
immediately west of the subject properties which was the subject of Plan Amendment and Zone
Change applications in 2010 (PA 10-05 and 7€ 10-06, respectively) to change the plan desighation
from Forest fo Farm Forest and change the zoning designation from Timber Conservation (TC) to
Farm Forest Overlay (FFQ). A subsequent land use application (LUD 13-11) was approved fo
establish a winery at what is now known as the Legacy Estate Vineyard, The winery offers wine
tasting, company picnics and wedding ceremonics at the Legacy Estate Vineyard location.

The applicant states that the smaller resource properties in the area are clustered along Best Road,
immediately east of the subject properties. According to 2011 Aerial Photographs and GIS
measuring tools, small scale, specialty farms make up the adjacent uses immediately north of the
subject properties, and to the east across Best Road. An 18.1-acie property north of the subject
properties, located at 1895 Best Road, contains an old orchard. A 15-acre property at 1890 Best

. Road, is planted with Christmas trees. The next propeity to the south, 1860 Best Road, is a 14.6-

acre property planted for grass seed. Further south, a 19, 7-acre properfy at 1800 Best Road appears
to be used as pasture. The southerly adjacent property, 1679 Best Road, is a fallow 11.4-acre tax
lot under common ownership with an” Acreage Residential-Five Acre (AR-5) zoned tax lot. A
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number of contiguous properties zoned AR-5 exist to the south of the subject properties that were
included in the initial committed lands inventory leading up to acknowledgement of the PCCP.
This large area of committed lands, substantially isolated from the exception area by steep slopes,
resides to the south of the subject properties. This committed lands area, comprising approximately .
1,100 acres of AR-5 zoned land, extends south to Highway 22 and west to the Salem city limits.
Ten of the fourteen AR-5 parcels nearest the subject propertics are under one ownership and ate
vacant (T78, R4W, Section 24 Tax Lots 303 -308 and T78, R4W, Section 23 Tax Lots 1000 &
1003 -1005). Bach of these vacant AR-5 parcels could be developed with dwellings, aithough they
have been in their current ownership for over 20 years and are still vacant. Should these
applications be approved, one 20-acte parcel zoned BFU (located at 1785 Best Road) would be
surrounded by properties with Rural Lands Plan designations. This property was created and
authorized by a Measure 37 Claim, Parcel 3 in Partition Plat 2006-0029, and the dwelling was
subsequently approved by Measure 49 Order number H132890C. Since the 20-acre parcel and the
dwelling thereon were approved absent review relative to the Statewide Planning Goals, Staff
anticipates that the proposed goal exception would not commit the home site to uses other than
those allowed by Goal 3 since it has already been created and developed for nonfarm use.

Tn this case, the applicant is making the argument that while the subject properties were exempt
from Oregon Statewide Planning Goals, the property owner made a substantial investment in
developing the subject properties for nonfarm nses. Staff understands the applicant's argument to
be that the legal development and land use pattern of the subject properties that occurred under
Measures 37 and 49 were the tipping point for commitment of the subject properties to non-
resource uses. It was not necessarily recent changes in the land use pattern or development on
surrounding properties that in and of themselves commit the subject propetties. The applicant
contends that the subject properties are compatible with the propertics in the vicinity but that the
subject properties cannot reasonably or feasibly be utilized for farm or forest use by themselves or
in conjunction with adjoining properties.

In VRD 09-01, Polk County concluded that the Estate of Nina Simmons and the Ervin Simmons
Testamentary Trust had vested, on December 6, 2007, three separate parcels consisting of 45, 45
and 19.77 acres each, depicted on Palk County Partition Plat 2006-0027, and a single-family
dwelling residential use on Parcel 3 of said partition plat. In VRD 09-02, Pollc County concluded
fhat the Estate of Nina Simmons had vested, on December 6, 2007, three separate parcels
consisting of 40, 20 and 20 acres each. In VRD 09-03, Polk County concluded that the Frvin
Simmons Testamentary Trust had vested, on December 6, 2007, three separate parcels consisting

of 40, 20 and 20 acres each.

Division of the subject properties following Measure 37 claims made by various members of the
Simmons family, the vesting of which is described above, and the construction of three dwellings
on its eastern portion have broken up the ownership of what was once an approximately 267-acre
farm unit and has made achieving economies of scale for agriculture difficult. The applicant does
not rely solely on the recent parcelization pattern of the subject propertics to demonstrate how the
propetties were committed. The applicant states that the actual development of the land including
water, power and septic lines that connect the dwellings to domestic services have rendered the
management of the land for agriculture impractical since the land cannot be plowed without
interfering with buried residential infrastructure, Roads serving existing dwellings on the subject
properties arc aligned so that they interfere with the orderly tilling of soil, and are gravel surfaced
for residential use. Farm activities such as ripping, discing, seeding and spraying require laige,
uniform fields to be done efficiently. Gravel driveways crossing the middle of the subject
properties both vertically and horizontally conflict with the efficient management of essential soil
preparation and crop protection activities.

The applicant contends that these facts, coupled with the physical characteristics of the sife, have
{ed to the inability to manage the subject properties for resource use, either together or individually,
and return a profit. The applicant provided a map indicating where ciops or agricultural activities
are cither established or could be established but did not provide a wyitten plan or profit and loss
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proformna. Nevertheless, Staff understands the applicant to mean that the new agricultural uses and
plan are small scale and nat profitable and the applicants argument to be that if a dwelling 1s
permitted, the likelihood of the establishment of an agricultural activity, regardless of the fact that
it would not be profitable, would be greater and better suited to smail acreage parcels primarily
used for residential purposes. Staff agrees with the applicant, that the parcelization and nanfarm
development that occurred while the property was not subject to Goal 3 has reasonably caused
additional difficulty to commercially farm this pacticular area; especially as a larger farm unit,
Based on the testimony and evidence provided by the applicant, Staff concluded that the subject
properties are not suitable for farm use with the primary purpose of obtaining a profit in money.
The applicant has since provided additional evidence in the record demonstrating that residential
development around the subject property makes agriculture and forestry difficult by limiting the
ability to spray due to the impact of drift on surrounding residential uses. The applicant has
thoroughly documented the topographical, climate and cultivation challenges of the subject
properties, while offering cursory review of how recent changes on adjoining lands has committed
them to uses not allowed by the goals and whether allowing the proposed amendments would, in
tum, commit adjacent or neatby lands to uses not allowed by the applicable goal. The applicant
fails to adequately demonstrate how recent changes on adjacent fands make timber production on
the subject propetties impracticable. The seven properties comprising the proposed exception area
are between 20 acres and 45 acres in size. The applicant's proposal coutemplates 10 acre properties
intended primarily for acreage residential uses and perhaps hobby farming, A proposal nereasing
the number a parcels in the proposed exception area would amplify internal conflicts with
agricultural operations by creating smaller farm units,

The Hearings Officer rejects applicant's attempts in effect to discredit the NRCS soil survey daia
by repeatedly calling attention to factors such as slope, which already are taken into account when
the soil was evaluated, and by referring to other soil surveys not certified by DLCD, The Hearings
Officer, without challenging applicant's veracity, finds it difficult to establish a precedent of
allowing applicants to testify of their own failures to farm specific tracts profitably, when it is to
their own advantage that the land be deemed unsuitable for large-scale agriculture. Indeed,
evidence has been included in the record confradicting the applicant's statements regarding the
viability of the proposed exception area for farm and forest uses. The applicant states that wine
grapes are 1ot a suitable crop for the subject properties, citing site specific limitations related to
elevation, a lack of irigation water, crop damage from pests, a preponderance of boulders, and a
lack of landscape uniformity to cstablish blocks with the appropriate aspect. The applicant states
that the vast majority of vineyards in the Willamette viticulture area are below 600 feet in
elevation. Indeed, existing nearby vineyards are at lower elevations than the subject properties.
Cubanisimo Vineyards to the east of the subject properties is located on the leeward side of Glenn
Hill at an elevation of approximately 950 feet, Eola Hills Wine Cellars' Legacy Estate Vineyard is
located at the toe of the escarpment west of the subject properties at an elevation of approximately
500 feet, Kathken Winety, to the northwest of the snbject properties is at an elevation of
approximately 830 feet, and Domaine Drouhin Oregon, Tnc.’s vineyard nottheast of the subject
properties at an elevation of approximately 680 feet. While the aforementioned vineyards are all
abave 600 feet of elevation, except for the Legacy Estate Vineyard, they are not iocated on ridge
tops, and are largely sheltered from fhe constant winds affecting the subject properties. Vineyard
sites in the vicinity of the subject properties reveal the variety of landscapes ‘on which vineyards
are planted, with cast facing, west facing and south facing vineyards represented by the small
sample above. However, the subject properties are more exposed to wind and sun than the vineyard
sites surronnding if, Jending some credence to the applicant’s observations that wine grape
production is impracticable there. At the same time, evidence in the record shows that some
knowledgeable giape growers feel that "the rocky, wind-battered slopes of the Fola-Amity hills
have emerged as one of Oregon's most singular terrains for pinot noir." [Patrick Comiskey, "Wind
Powered Pinot", Wine & Spirits Magazine, April 2013.] Applicant contends above that the
Simmons family "actively farmed the tract, growing goosebetries, sirawberties, prunes, cheriies,
fine fescue grass, Christmas trees and wheat with little success," attempting by this recitation to
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demonstrate the land is not suitable for large-scale commetcial agricultural crops. There is no
indication that attempts were made to grow grapes of any varicty.

With respect to Goal 4, information concerning the potential of the subject properties to grow
merchantable timber was lacking in the applications. While the applicant's description of site
specific limitations on the subject properties inhibiting commercial timber production may have
some merit, it lacked information concerning the capability and economic viability of propagating
and harvesting forest products across the entire exception area. Staff concluded that if sufficient
valid additional evidence demonstrating how the exception areas lack of ability fo commercially
produce forest products is provided by the applicant prior to a final local decision on the
applications, the applicant’s proposal would be consistent with this criteria. Applicant submiited a
substantial volume of material looking toward this end, both before and after the public hearing,
citing site specific challenges related to climate, topography and a failed timber harvest.

Evidence submitted by Sarah Deumling, owner of Zena Forest Products, and by Steve Vaught, a
professional forester who is familiar with timber management in the Bola Hills indicates the area
could be managed profitably as a hard wood forest. In serial correspondence, Sarah Deumling
details the timber operations of Zena Forest Products, a company that specializes in hard wood
forest products, Zena Forest Products sustainably produces flooring and cabinet making materials,
primarily from Otegon White Oak and Oregon Big Leaf Maple trees, on lands with similar site
characteristics just north of the subject properties. Ms. Deumling has proposed to purchase the
subject propetties to manage them for hard woods and has offered pro-bono consulting services to
profitably produce hard wood forest products on the subject properties. Both Steve Vaught and
Sarah Deumling attest to the legitimacy of hatd woed forests for timbet production, habitat values
and soil and water conservation benefits. Considering that the proposed exception area has an
average forest capability value of 154 cubic feet per acre annually, it has never been actively
managed for forest production and there is a commercial hard wood forest operator in iis
immediate vicinity, the Hearings Officer concludes that the propagation and harvesting of forest

products is practicable.
Applicants’ Additional Findings:
There are seven parcels in the exception area, totally 228 acres. The size and ownership pattern is

detailed above. The parcel sizes and ownership pattern in the surrounding study area are also
detailed above.

The inventory study included an analysis of every parcel on a total of four sections that surround
the target properties. The study area Map includes all § Assessor maps in Sections 13, 14, 23 and
24, in Township 7S, Range 4W. The total study area is approximately 4 miles square,
encompassing approximately 2,571 actes, In the study area 7 parcels have been approved for
second dwellings. There is at least one approved non-fann dwel ling. 31 of the parcels were created
by pattition, either a regular partition, or one approved under BM37/49 regulations. Contignons
parcels under one ownership constitute 22 separate parcels (11 ownetships). Five owners in the
study area own multiple parcels, some are contiguous and some are not.

Land Use Inventory of the Property and Surrounding Area - The key element in any irrevocably
committed exception is a complete and detailed study of the property and the lands that surround
it Pxhibit V hereto is an exhaustive inventory study of West Salem Hills properties, inctuding
the 228 acres of applicant’s property. The propetties are adjacent to Best Road NW, and consist
of seven Tax Lots, identified as Tax Lots 601, 602, 603, 604 and 605 on Map 7.4.14, and Tax

Lots 100 and 101 on Map 7.4.23.

The inventory study included an analysis of every property on a total of four sections that
surround the target properties. The study area Map includes all 8 Assessor maps in Sections 13,
14, 23 and 24, in Township 7S, Range 4W. The total study area is approximately 4 miles square,
encompassing approximately 2,571 acres.
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It must be recognized that topography plays a significant tale in the uses that take place in this
area. The ridge line of the Eola Hills runs through the middle of the study area. The highest
point along this ridge line is acmally located on one of the farget properties, being 1,065 feet in
elevation. The ridge line dives steeply to the west with propexties at the western edge of the study
area being less than 300 feet in elevation. The ridge line height also accounts for the presence of
water and communication towers in the study area.

Each and every Tax Lot identified within the study arca was reviewed in detail. Assessment data

and taps were considered, as well as aetial photographs and drive by site visits in order to

provide as much information about the surrounding atea as was possible. From the information

contained in this Study, one has the ability to detetmine all aspects of each and every parcel

within the study area. The relevant information found here includes: ownership; valuation;

location, deferral status, current use; size; if there is a dwelling; if there are accessory structures;

how the parcel was created; and what the zoning is.

From the information obtained and analyzed, the following is a suminary of the findings made

from the base data reviewed: -

1. Inthe study area there are 215 useable Tax Lots, plus three easement roads, two tower sites
and two well sites, for an effective total of 222 Tax Lots.

9 These are 153 houses on the 215 parcels, equating to 71% of the parcels in the study area have
single family dwellings. .

3. Total acreage in this study area is 2,571.2, with and average paroel size of 12.07 acres.

4. 165 of the 215 parcels are under 10 acres in size, meaning 77% of the parcels in the study area
are under 10 acres in size.

5. 118 of the 215 Tax Lots are in farm or forest deferral programs, and 97 are not, meaning only
55%, of the parcels are in a defetral program,

6. There is one large commercial vineyard (Eola Hills) in the study area that is a total of 232.1
acres in size, and encompasses three tax lots.

7. There is one large Filbert Orchard (Walker) in the study area that is 242,02 acres in size, and
is encompassed in two tax lots,

8. There is one large tree farm (Doubletrees T.and and Timber) in the study area that 1s 169.63
acres in size.

9. There is one large ownership (Waldensee LLC) that s 99.18 acres in size which is idle at this
time. .

10. There is one large ownership (Pratt) that is 91.38 acres in size which appears to be idle at this
time as well.

11. Aside from these large ownerships, no other parcel in the study area is over 50 acres in size,

12. The following are people/entities that own multiple parcels in the Study Area:

12.1. Glencreek Springs owns 3 parcels totaling 42.95 acres.

12.2. Hanke owns 7 parcels fotaling 6.98 acres,

12.3. Hatchette owns 4 parcels totaling 42.98 acres plus an easement 1oad.
12.4. Curtright owns 4 parcels totaling 51.39 acres.

12.5. Ogdahl owns 3 parcels totaling 8.59 acres

13. The study area contains some of the most valuable homes in the Willamette Valley. 21 of the
parcels here arc valued at over $1,000,000, nearly 10% of the entire study area. 32 more of
the parcels in the study area are valued at more than $500,000, which is over $38% more of
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the parcels in the study arca, Combined, parcels in the study area that have valuation of over
$500,000 is 103, meaning over 48% of the parcels in the study area are very high value

homesites.
14. 110 of the parcels are zoned EFU.
15. 4 of the parcels are zoned FF.
16. 1 of the parcels is zoned TC.
17. 99 of the parcels are zoned AR-5.

18. 1 of the parcels is ideniified as being zoned AR, however it is possible the actual zoning is AR~
5.

19. 4 of the parcels are zoned SR.

20. 104 of the 213 parcels have stmcture values that exceed the land value, making these by IRS
definition “hobby farms”. This means that 48.8% of the parcels in the study area can be

classified as “hobby farms”.

During the Open Record Period the Applicants submitted additional information regarding their
Taventory Study as thoroughly discussed above., The Applicants also argue that even focusing on
just the fourteen adjacent parcels, there is sufficient evidence to justify the irtevocably committed
exception, The Applicants contend there are 10 existing dwellings on 14 existing parcels. There is
also the ability for more dwellings under Measure 37/49 or two parcels are currently larger in size
then required and could divide. Specifically, in regard to the contiguous parcels, the Applicants
argue:
There is one actively managed resource use in this mix, Legacy Vineyards, all the other parcels
are not managed for farm or forest uses. Three of these parcels are under 5 acres in size. Two
are over 5 acres but under 10 acres in size, Six of the parcels are over 10 but are 20 acres or
under, Only three of the parcels are over 20 acres in size. '

Hearines Officer Findings:

Duting the Open Record period, the Applicant submitted an updated Land Use Inventory to
supplement the Land Use Inventory submitted with the applications. In the update to the Land Use
Inventory the Applicants researched the Study area to determine date of parcel creation and date of
residential development. The Applicants created a table to demonstrate the tax lots created prior to
1970 since that would encompasses the tax lots created without land use regulation, In regards to
the entire the Land Use Inventory, the Hearings Officer is concerned information may be
inaccurate. Tt is not uncommon for one (1) parcel to contain multiple tax lots. For this reason, it
cannot be assumed that sepatate tax lots equate to separate parcels. Although the Land Use
Tnventory does contain some “comments” detailing how some parcels were created, it is unclear
how the Applicants determined the lawful configuration of each surrounding parcel. For example,
the Applicants identify the properties within Section 14 that are owned by “Hatcheite”, to be 4
parcels (Tax Lots 100, 104, 118 and 202), totaling 42.98 acres plus an easement road. However,
Community Development records indicate that the lawful parcel configuration of Tax Lot 202 also
includes Tax Lot 901 (T7S, R4W, Section 11), and Tax Lot 114 (T78, R4W, Section 14),
containing approximately 24 acres, not 3.11 acres as represented by the Land Use Inventory, This
example demonstrates how the Applicants’ repres entation of “average parcel size” is likely based
on calculations of tax lot sizes, not legal parcel sizes. Therefore, the Hearings Officer believes the
information presented in the Land Use Inventory does not accurately represent the characteristics
of surrounding properties and cannot be relied upon to justify an exception to Goals 3 and 4.

The Hearings Officer recognizes the Applicants put forth a significant amount of time and effort into
compiling information in the Land Use Inventory and its update. However, as discussed above, the
Hearings Officer finds the Land Use Inventory too expansive and is focusing on the fourtecn adjacent
properties to the Exception area. The Hearings Officer is concerned that the Applicants’ conclusions
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are still lacking details about when these surrounding propertics were created and developed pursuant
to the applicable Statewide Planning Goals. For example, it is safe to assume that all residential
development (with the exception of Measure 37 and Measure 49 zesidential development) on
surrounding properties, where a planning authotization and/or building permit was acquired, can be
presumed to have been approved pursuant to the applicable Goals. Similarly, all parcels created
pursuant to a land partition (with the exception of Measurc 37 and Measure 49 partitions) can also
be presumed to have been approved pursuant to the applicable Goals. This criterion states, “Resource
and nonresource parcels created and uses approved pursuant to the applicable Goals shall not be
used to justify a commited exception.” The additional information provided during the Open
Record period identified adjacent properties that contain dwellings that were built prior to 1970.
The Applicants identified January 1, 1970, as an arbitrary start date for when Statewide Goals or
Guidelines became applicable. Even when considering this additional evidence, it is unclear how
dwellings that were established prior to 1970 would commit the subject property, as this
development would not be a recent change characteristics in the surrounding vicinity.

The Hearings Officer finds the record still does not contain information regarding how and when
the AR-5 zone propetties adjacent to the Bxception area were cieated. The Heavings Officer is also
not clear on how the Applicanis are determining when a property is “actively managed resowrce
use” and the record reflects that more than one parcel is being managed for resource use. The
Applicants have argued that only Tax Lot 500 Legacy Vineyard is bemg managed for resource
use; however, Tax Lot 700 is also being managed almost entirely for forestry use-timber. Further,
other contiguous properties have a portion of their property being managed for resource use. The
Hearings Officer also finds the record reflects that only two contiguous parcels are smaller than
five acres, Tax Lot 303 and 1010 and the contiguous ownership of Tax 1004 and Tax Lot 1003 do
not appear to have been considered in parcel size of contiguous properties.

Based on the evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer has concerns regarding the accuracy of
the Land Use Inventory and finds the record cannot support a finding that the parcel size and
ownership patterns of the exception area and adjacent lands justify an irrevocably committed

exception to Goals 3 and 4.
4. Neighborhood and regional characteristics; [OAR 660-004-0028(6)(d)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant desctibed in considerable detail the adjacent and neighboring properties, summarized
in pages 55 to 57 of the Staffreport. Statements by the applicant indicate that lands in the vicinity
of the subject property exhibit an ownership pattemn that hinders the management of small farm
holdings as larger farm units. Accoiding to 2011 Aerial Photographs and GIS measuring fools,
small scale, specialty farms malke up the adjacent uses immediately north of the subject
properties, and to the east across Best Road. A number of contiguous propertics zoned AR-5
cxist to the south of the subject properties that were included in the initial commiited lands
inventory leading up to acknowledgement of the PCCP. 'The five remaining adjacent properties
north and east of the subject properties, with the exception of the Eola Hills Wine Cellars' Legacy
Estate Vineyard, are between 48 acres and 101 acres in size and managed primarily as woodlots,
Due to a steep escarpment on the west side, the subject properties are more closely associated
geographically with adjacent properties along Best Road than those to the west taking access
from Oak Grove Road, which is 600 feet lower in elevation.

The applicant states that wine grapes arenot a suitable crop for the subject properties, citing site
specific limitations related to elevation, a lack of irrigation water, crop damage from pests, a
preponderance of boulders, and a lack of landscape uniformity to establish blocks with the
apprapriate aspect, The applicant states that the vast majority of vineyards in the Willamette
viticulture area are below 600 feet in elevation, Indeed, existing nearby vineyards are at lower
elevations than the subject properties. Cubanisimo Vineyards to the east of the subject properties
is located on the leeward side of Glenn Hill at an elevation of approximately 950 feet, Eola Hills
Wine Cellars' Legacy Bstate Vineyard is located at the toe of the escarpment west of the subject
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properties at an elevation of approximately 500 feet, Kathken Winery, to the notthwest of the
subject properties is at an elevation of approximately 830 feet, and Domaine Drouhin Oregon,
Inc.’s vineyard tortheast of the subject properties at an elevation of approximately 680 feet.
While the aforementioned vineyards are all above 600 feet of elevation, except for the Legacy
Estate Vineyard, they are not located on ridge tops, and are largely sheltered from the constant
winds affecting the subject properties. Vineyard sites in the vicinity of the subject properties
reveal the variety of landscapes on which vineyards are planted, with east facing, west facing
and south facing vineyards represented by the small sample above.

The applicant states that the demand for the types of crops grown on the subject properties
histarically have diminished such as chetries, pranes, Douglas fir Christmas trees, grass seed and
grain as the yield of these crops also dropped. Some of the processing facilities for these crops
have relocated or closed. The applicant also states that prohibition of jirigation on the subject
property and physical characteristics of the site have been a limiting factor in the ability to
profitably manage the subject properties for agriculture.

Staff concluded that these factors described by the applicant coupled with the development that
occurred under Measures 37 and 49 on the subject properties and former farm unit are changing
neighborhood and regional characteristics.

Applicant’s Additional Findings:

These characteristics ate detailed above. The exception area is unique in that it includes the highest
ridge line in West Salem, and also the steep slopes down the flat fann land to the west. The study
area surrounding the exception area js predominately parcels averaging 12 acres in size with a non-
resource related dwelling. Thers are some larger resource parcels, generally to the west, which do
not have dwelling associated with them, The area in the West Salem Hills is mostly 1ural residential
parcels and homesites. The Salem UGB is neatby to the East. Because of the elevation, the area has
several .electronic towers and water tanks. The major east west BPA major power lines bisect the
area and traverse across the middle of the exception area.

Hearings Officer Findings:

As discussed above, the information presented in the Land Use Inventory and supplemental
information submitted during the Open Record period cannot be relied upon to justify an exception
to Goals 3 and 4 because the Land Use Inventory does not appear to accurately depict tax lot and
parcel categories, the record does not demonstrate whether or not surrounding parcelization and
tesidential development was approved pursuant to the applicable Statewide Planning Goals, and
even if they were created and developed prior fo zoning regulations, how that parcelization and
development has committed the subject propertics to noN-resoUIce USEs. Further, there are several
contiguous parcels as well as regional parcels being managed for resonrce use, For these reasons,
the Hearings Officer finds that informatjon provided by the Applicants does not accurately depict
the neighborhood and regional characteristics and cannot be used as justification for an irrevocably
commiited exception to Goals 3 and 4.

5. Natural or man-made features or other impediments separating the
exception area from adjacent resouyrce land. Such features or impediments
include but are not limited to roads, watercourses, utility lines, easements,
or rights-of-way that effectively impede practicable resource use of all or
part of the exception area; [OAR 660-004-0028(6)(e)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant contends that the subject propeity has extensive forests, steep rocky hillsides and
windswept hilltops with relatively thin and infertile soils. There are also areas that are mot¢
protected from the weather elements with decper and well drained soils. The objective of this land
use action is to create a circumstance where more specialty farms can come into this area such as
organic oats, grass seed that requires no burning, and Noble fir Christmas trees.
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The applicant's narrative states that approximately two-thirds of the northern boundary is in a
heavily wooded buffer that separates the subject property from Orchard Heights Road. Thetre 1s a
very deep ravine that is the headwater area for a creek that barely touches the northwest comer of
the property. This atea has never been farmed and it has never been settled very likely due to steep
and irregular topography, the presence of very large oak and fir trees, and wet pockets. There is
also no good road access to this arca. According to the Applicant a significant element of wasteland
is present on this site, The westernmost 80 acres owned by the Simmons family applicant argues,
is for all intents and purposes "wasteland" because it either hias never been farmed or is fully in a
woodlot, Other areas on the property also are toa steep to farm, Applicants claim. The ridge line
now has roads and dwellings that have had the effect of breaking up larger agricultural fields in
vesponse to Ballot Measures 37 and 49, There is some interest in possibly setting aside some of
the forested areas on the steep west facing slopes for conservation easernents and buffers. The
lands near the western border are not only maccessible by road but are difficult to traverse duc to

heayy thickets and boulders,

The proponents have strongly held beliefs that the an exception is warranted based on a host of
complex factors including but not limited to elevation, wind exposure, sun exposure, shallow soils,
preponderance of rock, cold temperatures related to elevation, inability to itrigate and inability to
bum crop residues. In addition, there are no linkages to the other farm enterprises in the area that
are less affected by the same factors, Also, there ave two property lines where all the parcels are
zoned for non-resource use and thus no complementary farm enterprises could be pursued.

Staff concluded that, as stated by the applicant, the subject properties are situated on a high point
at the southetn end of the Eola Hills. This geographic juxtaposition isolates the subject properties
due to steep slopes on the north, west and south flanks of Glenn Hill, its highest elevation, while
Best Road separates the subject properties from other EFU zoned {ands to the east. The applicant
contends that the subject properties are compatible with the properties in the vicinity, but that the
subject properties cannot reasonably or feasibly be utilized for farm or forest use by themselves or
in conjunction with adjoining properties.

The subject properties have a residual system of roads resulting from the prior applications and
approval of Measure 37 Claims and Measute 49 Final Orders. The road construction that resulted
from these land use actions is 4,100 feet long, The properties now have a gated access fronting
Best Road. Land partitions pursuant to Ballot Measure 37 Claims, and building infrastructure to
service the three new dwellings built pursuant to Measure 49 Final Orders on the subject propetties,

" have made achieving economies of scale for agriculture difficult. Furthermore, water, power and

septic lines that connect the dwellings to domestic services have been placed underground, which
make management of the land for agriculture impractical since it cannot be plowed without
interfering with this buried residential infrastructure. Roads serving existing dwellings on the
subject properties ave aligned so that they interfere with the orderly tilling of soil, and are gravel
surfaced for residential use. Farm activities such as ripping, discing, seeding and spraying require
large, uniform fields to be done cfficiently. Gravel driveways crossing the middle of the subject
properties both vertically and horizontally conflict with efficient management of soil preparation
and crop protection activities. Based on materials and statements in the record, Statf generally
supports the applicant's conclusion that the proposed exception area is isolated from adjacent
resource land by steep slopes, residential infrastructure and a county road. The Hearings Officer
concurs, though noting this conclusion is not decisive as to the applications,

Applicants® Additienal Findings:

Best Road borders a portion of the exception area to the east. The topographical change in elevation
separates the exception area from the flat land below to the west. These features, and how they
impede fthe ability of the exception area to be used for productive resource use are discussed above.

Heayings Officer Findings;
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The record demonstrates that at least a portion of the subject ptoperties are currently in farm use with
an intent to make a profit in money, as evidenced by two (2) Agricultural Exemption permits that
were issued to two different property owners of the proposed exception area. In addition, the
submitted Forestland Capability Analysis and Addendum demonstrated that the eastern portion,
which contains the most productive forestland soils, could be managed for timber production.
Although the Applicants have described the phiysical characteristics of the snbject property, the
Hearings Officer finds that the tecord does not demonstrate how natural or man-made features or
other impediments preclude the entire 228-acre exception area from being managed for farm and

forestry purposes.

6. Physical development according to OAR 660-004-0025; and [OAR 660-
004-0028(6)()]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant says the applications are partly predicated on this premise due to the fact that the subject
property was the subject of a Ballot Measure 37 application, a Ballot Measure 49 Authorization
and a Vested Rights Argument. The vested rights arguments ate submitted as part of this record to
demonstrate that the property is built and committed with stveets, electric power, septic systens,
communication systems and domestic wells. The amount of expended for the mfrastructure
improvements listed in the preceding paragraph is $1,016,489.30. This figure does not include the
more recent studies for hydrology, transportation, wildlife, soils, agronomy and planning setvices.
The eastern half of the property has been the beneficiary of most of the improvement expenditures
such as improved roads, wells, eleciric power, land clearing, surveying, sanitation testing and
engineeting. The westernmost 120 acres only has some roughed out roads and no utilities.

Applicant says the resultant effects of Ballot Measures 37 and 49 also have a bearing on the

filing of these applications since significant capital fixity was established on the easternmost
128 acres. The subject property has a residual system of roads resulting from the prior
applications and approval of Ballot Measure 37 claim. All of the roads that can serve all parts
of the property are at the very least "roughed out". The road construction that resulted from
the Ballot Measure 37/49 claims is 4,100 fect long. The property now has a gated access that
otiginates on Best Road. These roads can serve as farm to market roads as well as for everyday
access for the residents and their needs. Electric power has been extended into the site to serve
the Lathan, Stone, and Gray residences. There is now additional capacity for electric power
to the eastern half of the rezone area. Extensions from existing underground lines can be made
to serve existing and future parcels to the west. In addition, two shares for water hookups have
been purchased from the Orchard Heights Water District, There is a potential for four more
non-farm dwellings fo be established on properties adjacent to the subject rezone area but the
conditions on those propetties would likely prevent any houses from being so close as to

interfere with farming activities.

Staff notes the applicant identifies physical development from parcelization and residential
development on the subject properiies arising from Measure 37 Claims, Measure 49 Final
Orders, and Vested Rights Determinations. The vested rights arguments are submitted as part
of this record to demonstrate that the property is built and committed with streets, eleciric
power, sepilc systeins, communication sysiems and domestic wells. According to the
applicant, the amount expended for the infrastructure improvements is $1,016,489.30. The
castern haif of the property has been the beneficiary of most of the improvement expenditures
such ag improved roads, wells, electric power, fand clearing, surveying, sanitation testing and
engineering. The westernmost 120 acres only has some roughed out roads and no utilitics.

The subject properties have a residual system of roads resulting from the prior applications
and approval of Measure 37 Claims and Measure 49 Final Orders. The road construction that
resulted from these land use actions is 4,100 feet long. The properties now have a gated access
fronting Best Road. Land partitions pusuant to Ballot Meagure 37 Claims, and building
infrastructure to service the three new dwellings built pursuant to Measure 49 Final Orders on
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the subject properties, has made achieving economies of scale for agriculture difficult.
Furthermore, the applicant states that wates, power and septic lines that connect the dwellings
to domestic services have been placed underground, which make management of the land for
agriculture impractical since it cannot be plowed without interfering with this boried
residential infrastructure. Roads serving existing dwellings on the subject properties are
aligned so that they interfere with the orderly tilling of soil, and are gravel surfaced for
residential use. Farm activities such as ripping, discing, seeding and spraying require large,
uniform fields to be done efficiently. Gravel driveways crossing the middle of the subject
propertics both vertically and horizontally conflict with efficient management of soil

preparation and crop protection activities.,

Based on materials and statements in the record, Staff generally supports the applicani's
conclusion that the proposed exception area has benefitted from infrastructure investments
that interfere with its management as a farm unit. However, substantial evidence
demonstrating that the same infrastructure interferes with the exception arcas ability to be

used for forestry is lacking.

Applicants® Additional Findings:

The excepiion area is developed with three large and expensive homes and several outbuildings,
including one large stable. There are 4,100 linear feet of road constructed in the exception area.
Electrical power has been extended to the site, and buried vaulis and cables ate extended throughout
the top land. There is sufficient capacity constructed in the exception area to serve the proposed
increase in density. There ave many wells drilled in the exception area, three of which are currently
being used by the three homes that are curtently built. There are three on-site septic systems in place
in the exception area.

The Simmons family has expended in excess of $1,000,000 in the development of the exception
area. The three new homes constructed in the exception area have added over $2,500,000 more in
expenses i constructing those homes. The total amount of money expended to develop the

exception area is then over $3,500,000.
Hearings Officer Findings:

The Hearings Officer believes the Applicants have expended significant finances for mfrastucture
improvements. Howevet, in catefully reviewing the Forestland Suitability Analysis and Addendum,
the NRCS soil data, and the current agricultural exemption permits for structures; the Hearings
Officer finds the evidence in the record does not demonstrate that “physical development” within

the exception zone “commits” these prop erties from engaging in agricultural or forestry praciices.
7. Other relevant factors. [OAR 660-004-0028(6)(g)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant states that the subject property has extensive forests, steep rocky hillsides and
windswept hilltops with relative thin and infertile soils. There are also areas that are more protected
from the weather elements with deeper and well drained soils. The objective of this fand use action
is to create a circumstance where more specialty farms can come into this area such as organic
oats, grass seed that requires no butning, and Noble fir Christmas trees. The property owners want
to facilitate this trend while having minimal impacts on public facilitics and services, groundwater
resources, and aesthetics. None of the uses so far require irrigation water, nor will they since this
is a groundwater restricted area.

Applicant contends there are so many factors individually and collectively that limit use that
one can only conclude that the property as a whole is impractical to farm with intent to make
a profit. Applicant lists some of these factors, as summarized in pages 60 and 61 of the Staff
report. The topography of the site, applicant states, can only be described as varied and
complex. The westernmost 120 acres has slope orientations south to north that are: southeast,
due west, and northwest. Slopes are alternating convex and concave (drainages). None of the
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area in the westernmost 120 acres has ever had any agricultural activity except for a brief
period when sheep were grazed there. Applicant maintains that the sheep were decimated by
coyotes and no cultivated agriculture has ever taken place here. The Hearings Officer himself
once ran some sheep and is aware of the risk of predation. However, the Record does not show
that the risk is greater in the Eola Hills than elsewhere.in Polk County. '

Applicant argues that the resultant effects of Ballot Measures 37 and 49 also have a bearing
on the filing of these applications since significant capital fixity was established on the
easternmost 128 acres. The subject property has a residual system of roads resulting from the
prior applications and approval of Ballot Measure 37 claim. All of the roads that can serve all
parts of the property are at the very least 'roughed out". The road construction that resulted
fiom the Ballot Measure 37/49 claims is 4,100 feet long. The propetty now has a gated access
that originates on Best Road. These roads can serve as farm to market roads as well as for
everyday access for the residents and their needs. Fleciric power has been extended into the
site 10 serve the Lathan, Stone, and Gray residences, There is now additional capacity for
electric power to the eastern half of the rezone area. Extensions from existing underground

lines can be made to serve existing and future parcels to the west. In addition, two shares for

water hookups have been purchased from the Orchard Heights Water District. There is a
potential for four more non-farm dwellings to be established on propesties adjacent to the
subject rezone area but the conditions on those properties would likely prevent any houses
from being so close as to interfere with farming activities.

Staff responded that the applicant observes that a number of factors complicate agricultural
uses of the subject properties including but not limited to elevation, wind and sun exposure,
shailow soils, preponderance of rock, cold temperatures related to elevation, inability to
irrigate and inability to burn crop residues. The elevation of the subject properties is between
900 and 1,060 feet with steep slopes to the west and south. As stated by the applicant, the
subject properties are situated on a high point at the southern end of the Eola Hills. Wind
exposure is high since this southern promontory of the Bola Hills is in the path of coastal
winds passing through the Van Duzer Gap. Moreover, the subject properties' location on the
south side of a promontory means fhey receive more incident solar radiation than other areas
of Polk County. The apphicant indicates that a combination of solar exposure on steep south
facing slopes and steady winds make raising crops on the subject properties impractical
because increased transpiration of available soil moisture stunts growth and leads to crop
failures. The slope, aspect and elevation of the subject properties has contributed to crop
failures resulting from cool temperatures that discourage pollinators, heavy rains precipitated
from orographic lifting of clonds up the Eola Iills, and constant wind stressing and damaging
plants. Based on materials and statements in the record, Staff generally supports the
applicant's conclusion that geographic and climatic factors have contributed to repeated crop
failures on the subject propertics, indicating the site is unsuitable for commercial agriculime.

The subject properties have a residual system of roads resulting from the prior applications
and approval of Measure 37 Claims and Measure 49 Final Orders. The road construction that
resulted from these land use actions is 4,100 feet long. The properties now have a gated access
fronting Best Road. Land partitions pursuant to Ballot Measure 37 Claims, and building
infrastructure to service the three new dwellings built pursuant to Measure 49 Final Orders on
the subjcct properties, has made achieving economies of scale for agriculture difficult.
Furthermore, the applicant states that water, power and septic lines that connect the dwellings
to domestic services have been placed underground, which make management of the land for
agriculture jmpractical since It cannot be plowed without interfering with this buried
residential infrastructure. Roads serving existing dwellings on the subject propetties are
aligned so that they interfere with the orderly tilling of soil, and are gravel surfaced for
cesidential use. Farm activities such as ripping, discing, sceding and spraying requirc large,
uniform fields to be done efficiently. Gravel driveways crossing the middle of the subject
properties both vertically and borizontally conflict with efficient management of soil
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preparation and crop protection activities. BRased on materials and statements in the record,
Staff generally supports the applicant's conclusion that the proposed excepfion area has
benefitted from infrastructare investments that intetfere its management as a farm unit.

Staff evalnated statements by the applicant and evidence in the record as demonstrating that
other Televant factors, including climatic and geographic limitations and substantial
infrastructure improvements made to vest Measure 37 Claims and built to serve three Measure
49 dwellings contribute to irrevocably committing the subject properties to uses not allowed
by Goal 3. The Hearings Officer does not attach great weight to statements by any of the
applicants abont his/her own personal efforts to farm or grow timber commercially with
success on the subject property, but otherwise does not disagree with Staff's conclusions.

Applicants’ Additional Findings:

See the totality of factors discussed above.

For exceptions to Goals 3 or 4, local governments are required to demonstrate that only the _statutorily
defined farm uses or activities, and the Administrative Rule defined propagation and operation and
practices employed in forest uses ate impracticable.

Tt is wnderstood that in certain places in the exception area plants and frees can be grown and
harvested. The point here is that those activities cannot be done commercially for a profit due to
impacts from the surrounding uses - the trend of which is to place rural residential neighbors, with

more urban expectations, all around and adjacent to the exception atea,

The concept being put forward hete is that the intent of the planning program is ultimately to put
land to its highest and best use and then to protect that use from other uses that come along that
interfere with the highest and best use. In this case, the elevation and climate, and the proliferation
of rural residential parcels and uses on the smrounding lands, among other factors make commercial
farming and forestry impracticable. The economy of the region over the Jast two decades or more
trend development in two ways: large farm patcels with good soil and proper elevation on large
parcels for commercial farming and forestry; and smaller rural residential parcels some used only
for living, and other for living combined with some resource activity for home supplement or use,
and not for commertcial sale.

This combination provides that all the land is put to its highest and best use. Junk lands such as that
in the exception area cannot be commercially farmed. The Simmons family has tried that for decades
and failed. These lands can be productive however in smaller parcels, where the owner is allowed
to live on the land and employ specialty practices that can be done part time with little out of pocket
expense, and which supplement the family’s outside income. The trade off is clearly preferred in
Oregon’s land use system which encourages the highest and best nse of the land. What is better 228
acres of idle land with three homes, or 17-19 smaller parcels with homes and pethaps some small
specialty farm or forest practices that generate commodities for the public?

Tt must be remembered that the land use program in Oregon is designed to be flexible and change
with the times and the needs of community. It is not required that the exception area demonstrate
that all farm or forest practices are inpossible, only that certain identified and defined practices are
impracticable. The applications meet the exception standard and should be approved.

Hearings Officer Findings:

Alihough the Applicants have put forth a compelling argument regarding the highest and best use of
the proposed exception atea, the Hearings Officer disagrees with the Applicant’s assertion that
Oregon’s planning program “. .is ultimately fo put land to its highest and best use and then to protect
that use from other uses that come along that interfere with its highest and best use.” Statewide
Planning Goals 3 and 4 are designed to protect agricultural and forestlands, which includes the
subject properties by definition. Oregon Case Law demonstrates that Goal 3 protection does not
mean the agricultural tand must be put to commetcial use, LUBA has previously determined that a

Page 101 of 124 — PA 18-01, ZC 18-02 - Hearing Decision and Recommendation



B0~ S b B W —

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

195
20

21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
3l

32
33
4
35
36
37
38
39

40
41
42
43

44
45
46

47
48

Goal 3 committed exception cannot be justitied based on a finding that “commercial farming” is
impracticable on the subject property. LUBA also found that a Goal 3 committed exception cannot
be justified simply because the property is not capable of supporting an economically self-
supporting agricuttural operation, or property on which a reasonable farmer could make a living
entirely from agricultural use of the land. Farm uses that do not meet that threshold are protected
by Goal 3 (Lovinger v. Lane County, 36 Or LUBA 1, 1999). The test under Lovinger is not whether
the property is capable of supporting “commercial” levels of agriculture, See Gordon v. Polk
County, 54 Or. LUBA 351 (2007)(citing Lovinger v. Lane County, 36 Or, LUBA 1, 18 (1999).

The Hearings Officer believes that the Applicants have previously faced challenges with
commercial farming; however, the Hearings Officer finds “commercial farming” as argued by the
Applicants is not the threshold as set forih by LUBA for whether or not a Goal exception is
watranted. The Hearings Officer also finds that evidence does not suppott a finding that the forest
product propagation or harvesting nor that forestry practices are impracticable; thus, the
Applicants have also not sufficiently demonstrated an Exception to Goal 4 is warranted. The
adjacent properties surrounding the subject properties have almost entirely been planned pursuant
to Statewide Planning Goals. The adjacent properties also contain planned residential use and
resource nse. The Statewide planned use of the adjacent properties do not commit the proposed
exception area to NONIGSOUICE USES.

Based on the evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds the applications do not comply
with this criterion.
2. Findings for Zone Change, File ZC 18-02:

A. AMENDING OFFICIAL ZONING MAP. A zone change is a reclassification of
any area on the Official Zoning Map from one zoning designation to another, after
the proposed change has been reviewed and a recommendation made by the
Hearings Officer or the Planning Commission. Such change shall be an ordinance
enacted by the Board of Commissioners after proceedings have been
accomplished in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, Annexation of
territory to a city shall result in automatic amendment of the Official Zoning Map
as of the effective date of annexation. When the Official Zoning Map is amended
by ordinance or annexation to a city, the Planning Director shall cause the changes
to be made to the Official Zoning Map. [PCZO 111.110]

Planning Division Staff reviews the proposed zone change, and prepares a Staff report and
recommendation for the Hearings Officer. The Hearings Officer makes a recommendation to the
Board of Commissioners for a final local decision. Authorization for a zone change is provided
ander PCZO 111.275. A zone change is subject to recommendation by the Hearings Officer after
holding a public hearing pursuant to PCZO 111.190 and 115.030 and decision by the Polk County
Board of Commissioners after holding a public hearing pursuant to PCZO 111.200 and 115.030.
The Hearings Officer finds the applications have been processed in accordance with these
procedural requirements of the PCZO.

B. ZONE CHANGE CRITERIA. Pursuant to Section 111.160, a zone change may he
approved, provided that the request satisfies all applicable requirements of this
ordinance, and provided that with written findings, the applicant(s) clearly
demonstrate compliance with the following criteria:

1. The proposed zone is appropriate for the comprehensive plan land use
designation on the property and is consistent with the purpose and policies for
the applicable comprehensive plan land use classification; [PCZO 111.275(A)]

a. It is the intent of the Rural Lands Plan designation to provide an
opportunity for a segment of the population to obtain acreage home sites
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in a rural area, while at the same time encouraging and protecting
agriculture and forestry.

In those areas that receive an exception from the Oregon Statewide
Planning Agricultural and Forest Land Goals #3 and #4, but arc not given
an exception to Oregon Statewide Planning Urbanization Goal #14,
implementation will be accomplished with the Acreage Residential 10-
Acre (AR-10) Zone 2nd Agriculture and Forestry 10-Acre (AF-18) Zone.
In those aveas that receive an exception from the Oregon Statewide
Planning Agricaltural and Forest Land Goals #3 and #4 and Urbanization
Goal #14, implementation will be accomplished with the Acreage
Residential (AR-5) or Suburban Residential (SR) Zones, [PCCP Section 4]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant says the proposed Agriculture/F orestry-10 Zone implements the intent statements of the
Rutal Lands designation and the Agricultural designation. Roth intent statements seek to preserve
and protect agriculiural lands, Both designations encourage the agricultural use of land over home
site development and the Rural Lands broaden the scope to protect forestry as well.

The Rural Lands designation promotes opportunity for a segmeni of the population fo undertake
resource use of land without having to start with a large acreage. The Rural Lands designation is
a good fit for the subject applications because none of the existing parcels conform to the 80-acre
minimum lot size for the EFU zone. The parcel sizes involved in this zone change are: 45, 43, 40,
40, 20, 20, and 20. The proposed AF-10 zoning is a good fit for this area given the highly variable
topography, soils, wind exposure, vegetative cover and elevation.

Staff notes that, as described in Section 4 of the PCCP, the Rural Lands Plan designation is
implemented by the AR-5, AR-10 and AF-10 zones. The main difference between the AF-10 zone
and the AR-5 and AR-10 zones is that a purpose of the AF-10 zone is to provide larger acreage
home sites while maximizing opportunities for farm uses, and the purpose of the AR-5 and AR-10
zones is fo act as a buffer between farm zones and higher density urban areas. The subject parcel
is currently zoned BFU, which has an 80-acre minimum parcel size. The EFU zone and AF-10
zone have different minimutm parcel sizes and dwellings are outright permitted in the AF-10 zone,
so zoning the subject property AF-10 would allow for additional residential density beyond what
is currently permitted. The uses in the AF-10 zone have already been determined to be consistent
with the Rural Lands PCCP designation, and the management of the subject properties for small
scale agricultural purposes and the establishment of single family dwellings, all uses permitted in
the AT-10 zone. Therefore, Staff conchided, the applications complied with this criterion.

Applicants’ Additional ¥indings:

The AFE-10 zone is identified as one of the zones that appropriately implements the Rural Lands
plan designation. This section is complied with,

Hearings Officer Findings:

The Applicants have concurrently applied for a zone change to amend the subject properties zoning
designation from EFU to AF-10, and a Comprebensive Plan Amendment with an exception to
Statewide Planning Goals 3 and 4, to change the designation from Agriculture to Rural Lands. Rural
Lands is the appropriate Comprehensive Plan designation for the AF-10 Zoning Disfrict, The Zone
Change application should not be approved unless concurrent approval is obtained for a
Comptehensive Plan amendinent with an exception to Goals 3 and 4. An exception to Goal 14 is not
required because the AF-10 zone has a 10.0 acre minimum parcel size.

2. The proposal conforms with the purpose statement of the proposed zone;
[PCZO 111.275(B)]

a, Ttis the purpose and function of the Agriculture and Forestry — 10-acre
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minimum (AF-10) zone to:

i. Allow the designation of new Rural Lands consistent with Oregon
Administrative Rule (OAR) 660-004-0040, without requiring an
exception to Oregon Statewide Planning Goal 14; [ PCZO 128.810 (A)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant claims that the AF-10 Zone is ideally suited to the extreme variations that exist on this
site with respect to clevation, slope, wind exposure, aspect, soil mapping units, soil depth, soil
fertility, vegetative cover, degree heating days, frost free days as well as historical nse of the land.
The purpose and intent of this zone is to create an envitonment in which small scale agriculture
and forestry can be conducted through residency management. The concept of small scale farming
and "starter farms” can make substantial contributions to the local farm economy of the arca.

According to the Western Rural Development Center Paper from Oregon State University;

‘With the growing awareness of the fact that small-scale farmers are an impoitant

embodiment of Traditional American values, new interest has been generated in
ensuring their ultimate survival. Small-scale farmers, however, are significant
not only for the social values they represent, but also for their sheer numbers.
They malke an important contribution to strengthening the economic base and
enhancing the social environment of the rural community. Although farmers
with gross product sales of less than $40,000.00 account for only 15 percent of
the Oregon's farm product sales, they constitute 80 percent or 21,466 of the
26,753 farmers in the state,

An Oregon State University Publication entitled Small-Scale Farming, a portrait of Polk County,
Qregon was published in 1979 and much of what this document promotes has come to fruition
throughout Oregon including Polk County. This 45-page document, though dating from 1979, has
to somne extent been realized with the proliferation of small farms, most notably vineyards, farms,
specialty livestock and non-traditional diaries. Other exotic crops being conducted on small
acreage include fowl (ostrich and emu), fur producing animals (mink, alpaca, and Hamas) and
flower nurseries. Two produce stands are located within a mile of each other on the Kings Valley
Highway near the Little Luckiamute River Bridge. A fresh vegetable produce stand is located east
of Dallas where the Rickreall Cutoff intersects with Highway 22 across from the Oak Grove Golf
Course. The operators of the Rickreall facility earn most of their yearly income from the sale of
farm grown praduce. Other fresh produce is featured on Wednesdays and Saturdays in Salem and

~ in Independence on Saturdays.

The only other AF-10 zoned property in Polk County is located near the intersection of Harmony
Road and Highway 22 and nearly next door to the location of the Buell Store. This 40-acre parcel
has been adaptively reclaimed from a former quairy site into an intensive forest management
operation. The subject property, similar to the Buell property, has areas that are ideally suited for
small woodland management, horse operations, specialty grain and grass seed and possible orchard
crops. A horse operation is already taking hold. Polk County has no other AF-10 zoned aveas
except at Buell.

This purpose statement is not an approval criterion but it provides an opportunity to establish where
limitations currenily exist. The subject property defies any attempt to manage it on a large field
size basis and with uniform crops, according to applicant's statements. The Simmons family has
had crop failures for prunes, chertics, gooseberries, wheat, grass seed, Christmas trees, and other
specialty crops. The adaptive use of this site for smaller and more intensive farm and forest
operations, applicant concludes, is a hand-in-glove fit for this highly variable location, The
Hearings Officer cannot disagree with the applicant's zeal o foster small-scale agriculture, but
must yernind himself that nothing in the re-designation or re-zone gives assurance that agricultural
activity in fact will be practiced on any of the small tracts newly established.
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Staff notes that the applicant has proposed a zone change irom EFU to AF-10. The proposed AF-
10 zone allows "farm use" and "the propagation and harvesting of a forest product" and a single
family dwelling as permitted uses. Based on the application materials and statements by the
applicant, the AF-10 zone would be compatible with sutrounding land uses and also enable the
applicant to develop larger acreage home sites where the occupants could manage the property for
a range of specialty farm uses as a hobby even though the land is not suitable to meke a profit in
money from farm use. The putpose statement of the AF-10 zone indicates that the function of ihe
zone is to allow the designation of Rural Lands, consistent with OAR 660-004-0040(7)(D)(A),
without requiring a Goal 14 exception. Staff conchided that designation of the subject properties
as the proposed the AF-10 zone, with its 10-acre minimum parcel size, does not require a Goal 14
exception.

Applicants’ Additional Findings:

According to PCZO 128.810, there are many purposes for the AF-10 zone. Itis first and foremost
a zone to accommodate exceptions to Goal 14, while providing larger acreage homesite that will
allow small time specialty hobby farms that the owner can manage while working off-site and still
make some production from the land that would not be the case otherwise. The AF-10 zone intends
to provide for orderly growth; promote the planning of future roads and protect identified natural
resources. These are the exact reasons for this proposal. This section is complied with,

Hearings Officer Findings:

If these applications were approved, the subject properties could be further divided to create parcels
that are 2 minimum of 10.0 acres in size. A single-family dwelling is a permitted use within the At-
10 zone. Because the AF-10 zone has a 10.0 acte minimum parcel size, an exception to Goal 14 is
not required. The Hearings Officer is concerned that even if the AF-10 zone was applied, all of the
permitted uses within the AF-10 zone may still not be allowed on the subject properties pursuant to
the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions for the Glenn Hill Estates. However, the
Applicants have presented testimony and evidence into the record that their intent is to allow the
establishment of “hobby farming” which agricultural and foreslry is still a permitted use in AF-10.
Polk County administers the Polk County Zoning Qrdinance, not private agreements that further
Jimit uses allowed on the subject properties. However, the Hearmngs Officer acknowledges the
contradicting evidence in the record regarding the intended uses for the proposed 17-19 additional

parcels.

ii. Provide larger acreage home sites while at the same time providing
the maximum apportunity for agriculture and forestry related
operations that could result in rural employment for the residents of
Polk County; [PCZO 128.810(B)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant states there is no supply of this type of land found in a cohesive area anywhere in Polk
County. The properties comprising this request are already tracking in this direction and the
objective is to continue this trend. Fine Fescue and orpanic oats have already been planted and a
horse boarding and training facility is also being established as the applications are being

processed.

Staff states that the applicant has applied for an irrevocably committed Goal exception as part of
the applications. The exception criteria are evaluated above. The proposed exception ates may
contain a predominance of agricultural soils and even contitwe to have other agricultural
characteristics, while still qualifying for an irrevocably committed Goal exception, This criterion
requires Polk County to determine the most approptiate PCCP designation for the exception area,
once an exception is approved. The applicant is proposing a Rural Lands PCCP designation. The
applicant states that the demand for the types of crops grown historically have dinminished such
as cherties, prunes, Douglas fir Christmas trees, grass seed and grain as the yield of these crops
also dropped. Some of the processing facilities for these crops have relocated or closed. The
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applicant also states that prohibition of jrrigation on the subject properties and physical
characteristics of the site have been limiting factors inhibiting the ability to profitably manage
the subject properties for agriculture. Further, applicant contends the AF-10 zone would be
compatible with surrounding land uses and, also enable the applicant to develop larger acreage
home sites where the occupants could manage the subject properties for a range of specialty farm
uses as a hobby even though the land is not suitable to make a profit in money from farm use.
The Hearings Officer does note that the applicant later made it apparent that sutrounding
residential uses make spraying for agriculture and forestry difficult.

Applicant’s Additional Findings:
(Addressed in PCZ0 128.810 (A) above.)

Hearings Officer Findings:

As a result of the proposed zone change, the subject propetties could be further divided to create
patcels that are a minitaum of 10.0 acres in size. Therefore, basea on the size of the proposed rezone
area, the Applicants’ proposal could result in 17-19 additional single-family dwellings on the subject
properties. The Applicants’ proposal of “small hobby farms” that contain a single-family dwelling
would be consistent with the purpose and intent of the AF-10 zone; however, as previously pointed
out by the Hearings Officer and reiterated here, there is no assurance that any agricultural or forestry
practices would actually be practiced as a result of approving these applications.

jii. Provide for the establishment of uses consistent with the location,
inherent limitations and the functional needs of the area; [PCZ0O

128.810(C)]
Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant contends that the subject property has extensive forests, steep rocky hillsides and
windswept hilltops with relative thin and infertile soils. There are also areas that are more protected
from the weather elements with deeper and well drained soils. The objective of this land use action
is to create a circumstance where mote specialty farms can come into this atea such as organic
oats, grass seed that requires no burning, and Noble fir Christmas trees, The property owners want
to facilitate this trend while having minimal impacts on public facilities and services, groundwater
resources, and aesthetics. None of the uses so far require irrigation water, nor will they since this

is a groundwater restricted area.

Staff concluded that the applicant has submitted materials in the record demonstrating that inherent
limitations of the proposed exception area preclude its management as a farm unit. The applicant
observes that a number of factors complicate agricultural uses of the subject properties including.
elevation, wind exposure, sun exposute, shallow soils, preponderance of rock, cold temperatures
related to elevation, inability to itrigate and inability to burn crop residues. Based on all the

evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer, however, cannot reach the same conclusion as Staff.

The Heatings Officer relied on specific evidence to arrive ata different conclusion than Staff. First,
the Soils Survey demonstrates the subject properties are composed of predominantly’ of
agricultural soils. Land with a_predominance of soils in capability classes 1 through IV is
considered agriculinral land per OAR 660-033-0030. With 53.5% being soils designated capability
class 11 through 1V, according to the Soil Survey, the subject property qualifies as agricultural by
rule. While the Norgren and Galtagher soil studies were not used as part of the Hearings Officer's
evaluation of the applicant's proposal, they validate soils maps found in the Soils Survey
demonstrating a prédominance of agricultural soils on the subject property. Based on soils data,
fhe Hearing Officer finds that the subject property is agricultural land, consistent with OAR 660-

033-0030.
The applicant states that wine grapes are not a suitable crop for the subject propetties, citing site

specific limifations related to elevation, a lack of irrigation water, crop damage from pests, a
preponderance of boulders, and a lack of landscape uniformity to establish blocks with the
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appropriate aspect. The applicant states that the vast majority of vineyards in the Willamette
viticulture area are below 600 feet in elevation. Indeed, existing nearby vineyards are at lower
elevations than the subject properties. Cubanisimo Vincyards to the east of the subject properties
is located on the leeward side of Glenn Hill at an elevation of approximately 950 feet, Eola Hills
Wine Cellars' Legacy Estate Vineyard is located at the toe of the escarpment wesi of the subject
properties at an elevation of approximately 500 feet, Kathken Winery, to the northwest of the
subject properties is at an elevation of approximately 330 feet, and Domaine Drovhin Oregon,
Inc.’s vineyard northeast of the subject properties at an elevation of approximately 680 feet. While
the aforementioned vineyards arc all above 600 feet of elevation, except for the Lepgacy Estate
Vineyard, they are not [ocated on ridge tops, and are largely sheltered from the constant winds
affecting the subject properties. Vineyard sites in the vicinity of the subject properties reveal the
variety of landscapes on which vineyards are planted, with east facing, west facing and south
facing vineyards represented by the small sample above. However, the subject properties are more
exposed to wind and sun than the vineyard sites surrounding it, lending some credence to the
applicant's observations that wine grape production is irapracticable there. At the same time,
evidence in the record shows that some knowledgeable grape growers feel that "the rocky,
wind-battercd slopes of the Eola-Amity hills have emerged as one of Qrepon's most singular
terrains for pinot noir." [Patrick Comiskey, "Wind Powered Pinot", Wine & Spirits Magazine,
April 2013.] Applicant contends above that the Simmons family "actively farmed the tract,
growing gooseberries, strawberries, prunes, cherrics, fine fescue grass, Christmas trees and wheat
with Litle success," attempting by this recitation to demonstrate the land is not suitable for large-
scale commercial agricultural crops. There is no indication that attempts were made to grow grapes
of any variety.

Evidence submitted by Sarah Deumling, owner of Zena Forest Products, and by Steve Vaught, a
professional forester who is familiar with timber management in the Fola Hills indicates the area
could be managed profitably as a hard wood forest. In serial correspondence, Sarah Deumling
details the timber operations of Zena Forest Products, a compatty that specializes in hard wood
forest products. Zena Forest Products sustainably produces flooring and cabinet making materials,
primarily from Oregon White Oak and Oregon Big Leaf Maple trees, on lands with similar gite
characteristics just north of the subject properties. Ms. Deumling has proposed to purchase the
subject properties to manage them for hard woods and hias offered pro-bono consulting services to
profitably produce hard wood forest products on the subject properties. Both Steve Vaught and
Sarah Déumling attest to the legitimacy of hard wood forests for timber production, habitat values
and soil and water conservation benefits.

Applicant argues that the elevation of the subject propetties is between 900 and 1,060 feet with
steep slopes 1o the west and south. As stated by the applicant, the subject properties are sitmated
on a high point at the southern end of the Eola Hills. Wind exposure is high since this southern
promontory of the Eola Hills is in the path of coastal winds passing through the Van Duzer Gap.
Moreover, the subject properties' location on the south side of a promontory means they receive
mote incident solar radiation than other areas of Polk County. The applicant indicates that a
combination of shallow soils, solar exposure on steep south facing slopes and steady winds make
raising crops on the subject properties impractical because increased transpiration of available soil
moisture stuats growth and leads to crop failures. The slope, aspect and elevation of the subject
properties has contributed to crop failures resulting from cool temperatures discouraged
pollinators, heavy rains precipitated from orographic lifting of clouds up the Fola Hills, and

constant wind stressing and damaging plants.

Staff understands the applicant's argument to be that if a dwelling is permitied, the likelihood of
the establishment of an agricultural activity increases because the occupant conld manage the
property for a range of specialty farm uses as a hobby even though the land is not suitable to make
a profit in money from farm use. Staff agrees the proposed AF-10 zone would then be appropriate
for the subject properties due to inherent limitations on agriculture brought about by the unique
climatic and geographic factors described above.
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As suggested above, the Hearings Officer has some skepticism about the number of potential
residents who might be seriously interested in long-term hobby farming, and finds nothing in the
record showing how many new residents will take advantage of the opportunity. It is clear that
such a persen or family may build a residence as a matter of right, but will incur no penalty for
ipnoring farming or forestry activities. Therefore, the Hearings Officer finds that the proposal
would not provide for the establishment of uses consistent with the location, inherent limitations
and functional needs of the area.

Applicant’s Additional Findings:
(Addressed in PCZO 128.810 (A) above.)

Hearings Officer Findings:

Based on soils data, the Hearing Officer previously determined that the subject property is
agricuttural land (consistent with OAR 660-033- 0030) and was not convinced that future property
owners would actually manage the property for “hobby farms”. The Hearings Officer and Staff do
not doubt that there is a legitimate market for small-scaled intensive agricultural operations that
produce crops that can be sold at local farmers markets. However, as pointed out previously, there
is no assurance that the land would actually be managed this way, especially with all of the site
characteristics that the Applicants have identified to be challenging for agricultural management
(slope, wind, temperature, etc.). One of the subject properties is already 20 acres in size and
contains a dwelling. Tt is unclear how a 10 acre parcel that contains a dwelling would not face the
same challenges that a 20 acre parcel with a dwelling currently faces, as described by the
Applicants. The Applicants have made extensive arguments above how the proximity of the
subject properties to residential lands presents challenges to agricultural and forestry practices, it
is unclear how adding more houses changes or make those hardships easier. For these reasons, the
Hearings Officer finds that there is no assurance that the proposed zone change would provide for
the establishment of uses consistent with the location, inherent limitations and the functional needs

of the area.

iv. Provide for the orderly growih of the rural areas so that as
development occurs, the supporting community will be able to afford
the increased capital investments required for services to and within
the new rural area and the costs of maintenance of utility facilities,
roads, protective services, and desired social service; [PCZO
128.810(2)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant states that the subject propertics have been involved in prior land use actions that would
have resulted in a denser development. This proposal maintains at least a 10-acre parcel size. Two
recent sales have been for parcels that are 43 and 435 acres respectively, Earlier, an 18.14-acre
parcel was created. Two of these parcels now have agricufiture uses being established, thus
affivming the trend for this area. The 45 and 43 acre parcels were created through a Ballot Measure

49 Claim.

Staff states that the applicant addresses current residential development on the subject properties
arising from Ballot Measure 37 Claims, a Ballot Measure 49 Final Orders, and Vested Rights
Arguments. The Vested Rights Arguments ate included as part of the record to demonstrate that
the subject properties ave built and commitled with streets, electric power, septic sysiems,
communication lines and domestic wells, The amount of expended for these infrastructure
improvements, applicant statcs, was $1,016,489.30. The eastern half of the property has been the
beneficiary of most of the expenditures for improved roads, wells, electric power, land clearing,
surveying, septic system testing and engineering. The westernmost 120 acres only has some
roughed out roads and no utilities.
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The subject properties have a residual system of roads resulting from the prior applications and
approval of Measure 37 Claims and Measure 49 Final Orders. The road construction that resufted
from these land use actions is 4,100 feet long. The properties now have a gated access fronting
Best Road. Land partitions pursuant to Ballot Measure 37 Claims, and building infrastructure to

. service the three new dwellings built pursuant to Measure 49 Final Orders on the subject properties,

has made achieving economies of scale for agriculture difficult. Furthermore, water, power and
septic lines that connect the dwellings fo domestic services have been placed underground, which
make management of the land for agriculture impractical since it cannot be plowed without
interfering with this buried residential infrastructure. Roads serving existing dwellings on the
subject properties are aligned so that they interfere with the orderly tilling of soil, and are gravel
surfaced for residential use. Farm activities such as ripping, discing, seeding and spraying require
latge, uniform fields to be done efficiently. Gravel driveways crossing the middle of the subject
properties both vertically and horizontally conflict with efficient management of soil preparation
and crop protection activities. Staff has evaluated statements by the applicant and evidence in the
record demonstrating that infrastructnre improvements made to vest Measure 37 claims and buikt
to serve three Measure 49 dwellings would likely reduce the share of capital investment needed

from the local community to serve fiuture development.

The applicant has provided information in the Record concerning the provision of public facilities
and services that would be available to serve the proposed residential use of the subject propetties.
The applicant has demonstrated the subject properties are served by existing public services.

The applicant estimates that 19 additional single family dwellings could be constructed if this
proposal is approved. According to the 2010 US Census demographic profile for Oregon, the
average houseliold size is 2.47 peopie. As a result, the proposed PCCP change could result in an
additional population of 46 people. Staff found no evidence to suggest that these service providers
lack capacity to serve an additional 19 single family dwellings with an estimated population

increase of 46 people.

The subject properties abut Best Road, a Minox Collector in Figure 3 of the Polk County
Transportation Systems Plan. The applicant submitted a transportation analysis for the proposal
authored by Lancaster Engineering dated October 22, 2013, supplemented on October 9, 2015,
which indicates that the proposed AF-10 zone would generate 1 7 morning peak hour trips and 23
evening peak hour trips, as compared with 4 and 5 trips, respectively, for the current EFU zone.
Weekday total trip generation from the proposal would be 218 trips for the proposed AF-10 zoning
and 48 for the current EFU zoning. The Lancaster Engineering traffic analysis included a
discussion of potential traffic impacts the proposal may have on the State Highway System, and
the proposal's consistency with the Transportation Planning Rule (TPR). The relevant section of
the TPR, OAR 660-012-0060, ensures that the function and capacity of State highways will not be
adversely affected by traffic increases resulting from changes to adopted land use plans and
regulations. Lancaster Engineering's TPR diseussion focused on the intersection of Highway 22
and 55 Avenue NW, which is also where Highway 51 intersects Highway 22. A letter from Daniel
Fricke, Senior Transportation Planner with ODOT, dated June 8, 2015 supporis the conclusions in
the Lancaster Engincering traffic analysis addressing the TPR - that the applicant's proposal would
not have a significant impact on a State highway.

An operational traffic analysis dated October 22, 2013, was conducted by Lancaster Engineering
for the intersection of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road. The applicant provided additional
analysis of two intersections on Orchard Heights Road in a supplemental report by Lancaster
Engineering dated October 15, 2015. Lancaster Engineering's additional traffic analysis of impacts
on the county road system from potential tiip generation by the proposal, paticularly the
intersections of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road and Orchard Heights Road and Orchard
Heights Place, was reviewed by the Polk County Engineer Todd Whitaker, P.E, who determined
the impact of the proposal on the county road system would not be significant. After reviewing the
applicant's statements, and comments from Whitaker, the Polk County Engineer Staff concludes

that sufficient transportation facilities would be available to serve the applicant's proposal.
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However, at the time the applicant submits applications to develop the exception area, should this
proposal be approved, they may be responsible for trangportation improvements.

Applicant’s Additional Findings: (Addressed in PCZ0 128.810 (A) above.) \

Hearings Officer Findings:

As discussed above, the record received comments from the Salem-Keizer School District which
contains estimated facility costs associated with additional Elementary, Middle, and High School
errollment that could result from approving these applications. Staff defermined that nothing in the
record demonstrates that there are currently insufficient school facilities; however, increased
enrollment inevitably requires more funding.

Based on a memorandum writien by Brian Davis with Lancaster Engineering, Staff determined that

the proposed zone change would not result in a significant increase in traffic. Thus, the Hearings
Officer finds that up to 19 additional dwellings could be supported by existing public services and

facilities,

v. To promote the planning of future roads in the area; and [PCZ0O
128.810(B)] ‘

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant states that the subject property has a residual system of roads resulting from the prior
applications and approval of Ballot Measure 37 claim, All of the roads that can serve all parts
of the property are at the very least "roughed out”. The road construction that resulted from the
Ballot Measure 37/49 claims is 4,100 feet long. The property now has a gated access that
originates on Best Road. These roads can serve as farm to market roads as well as for everyday
access for the residents and their needs. :

The applicant addressed current residential development on the subject properties arising from
Measure 37 Claims, Measure 49 Final Orders, and Vested Rights Determinations. The
applicant included evidence from the Vested Rights Determinations as part of the record to
demonstrate that the subject properties are built and commitied with streets, electric powert,
septic systems, communication networks and domestic wells. The amount of expended for the
infrastructure improvements was $1,016,489.30. The eastern half of the property has been the
beneficiary of most of the expenditures for improved roads, wells, electric power, land
clearing, surveying, sanitation testing and engineating, The western most 120 acres only has
some ronghed out roads and no ufilities.

. The subject properties iave a residual system of roads resulting from the prior applications
and approval of Measure 37 Claims and Measure 49 Final Orders. The road construction that
resulted from these land use actions is 4,100 feet long. The properties now have a gated access
fronting Best Road. Land partitions pursuant to Ballot Measure 37 Claims and building
infrastructire to service the three new dwellings built pursuant to Measure 49 Final Orders on
the subject properties, have made achieving economies of scale for agriculture difficult.
Furthermore, water, powet and septic lines that connect the dwellings to domestic services
have been placed underground, which make management of the land for agriculture
impractical since it cannot be plowed without interfering with this buried residential
infrastructure. Roads serving existing dwellings on the subject properties are aligned so that
they interfere with the orderly tilling of soil, and are gravel surfaced for residential use, Farm
activities such as ripping, discing, seeding and spraying require large, uniform fields to be done
efficiently. Gravel driveways crossing the middle of the subject properties both vertically and
horizontally conflict with efficient management of soil preparation and crop protection
activities. Based on materials and statements in the record, Staff generally supports the
applicant's conclusion that the proposed exception area has benefitted from infrastructure

investrents that interfere its management as a farm unit.
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Comments from the Polk County Engineer set forth in a letter from Austin McGuigan, Polk

County Community Development Director, dated October 15, 2014 indicate that the

anticipated 300 trips a day would trigger a warrant {0 pave Best Road, Best Road provides the
primary access to the subject propeities and is currently surfaced with gravel. An operational’
traffic analysis dated October 22, 2013 was conducied by Lancaster Engineering for the

intersection of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road. The applicant provided additional

analysis of two intersections on Orchard Heights Road in a supplemental report by Lancaster

Engineering dated October 15, 2015. Lancaster Enginecring's additional traffic analysis of

impacts on the county road system from the 218 potential trips generated by the proposal,

particulazly the intersections of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road and Orchard Heights

Road and Orchard Heights Place, was reviewed by the Polk County Engineer, Todd Whitaker,

P.E, who determined the impact of the proposal on the county r0ad system wounld not be

significant, After reviewing the applicanf's statements, and comments from Whitaker, Staff

concluded that sufficient transportation facilities would be available to serve the applicant's

proposal. However, at the time the applicant submits applications fto develop the exception.

area, they may be responsible for transportation improvements.

Applicant’s Additional Findings: (Addressed in PCZO 128.810 (A) above.)
Hearings Officer Findings:

As discussed above, the Applicants provided a memorandum writien by Brian Davis with Lancaster
Engineering, who determined the proposed zone change from EFU to AF-10 could generate up to
13 additional vehicle trips during the morning peak hour and 18 additional vehicle trips during the
evening peak hour. Staff provided notice of the Applicants® proposal to the Polk County Public
Works Department and to the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT). No comments from
either of these departments were received. Therefore, the previous comments submitted by Todd
Whitaker, P.E, ate sufficient for this review. After reviewing the traffic analysis authored by Brian
Davis, and comments previously submitted from Mr. Whitalcer, the Hearings Officer concludes that
qufficient transportation facilities would be available to scrve the Applicants’ proposal. However, if
these applications were to be approved, additional transportation improvements may be required.

vi. To provide for the above, yet not adversely affect fish and wildlife
resources and habitat areas, natural areas, and scenic areas, [PCZO

128.810(F)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Tindings:

Applicant claims the subject property has been examined for fish and wildlife resources by a
licensed biologist and the potential impacts to those resources, The property is basically a ridge
line with large flanking slopes to the east and west. There are permanent streamns and there 1s an
intermittent drainage in the very extreme northwest comer of the propetty above Legacy
Vineyard, The wildlife biologist did discover some significant old growth Oregon White Oak.
These trees are in relatively inaccessible locations but could be preserved through restrictive
covenants. The portion of the property owned by the Simmons family is being considered for a
Conservation Easement, particularly close to the Legacy Vineyard to minimize conflicts between

use areas and to maintain a tree canopy cover to preserve a wet weather draw.

Staff indicates that, based on a review of the Polk County Significant Resource Areas Map, the
subject properties have no inventoried significant resources. Based on a review of the National
Wetland Inventory map, Rickreall quadrangle, the middle fork of the McNary Branch of Mud
Slough abuts the northwest comer of the subject propetties, and is identified as a linear wetland,
This request does not include a review of any specific new development. However, development
within a riparian setback area may be prohibited or require County, State, and/or Federal permits.
As deseribed in PCZO 182.050(B)(2), the size of the wetland/riparian setback ranges between
25 and 100 feet based on the type and size of the wetland. Any future non-structural development
activity that is identified as a conflicting use in PCZO 182,070 within a riparian setback area
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would require a management plan filed with the Polk County Planning Division. Such
development would also regﬁﬁre State or Federal permits. If a management plan is required, the
applicant shall coordinate the plan with Oregon Department of State Lands (DSL) and other
appropriate State and Federal agencies. Structural development would be prohibited within the
riparian setback area. Within the riparian setback area, all trees and at least 50 percent of the
understory would be retained, excluding the exceptions authorized pursuant to PCZ0
182.050(B)(1)(a-¢). The property owner is responsible for obtaining any necessary County, State
and Federal permits prior to commencing development.

Applicant’s Additional Findings: (Addressed in PCZ0 128.810 (A) above.)
Hearings Officer Findings:

Based on a review of the Polk County Significant Resource Area (SRA) Map, the subject properties
do not contain any inventoried significant resources. Based on the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) panel numbers 41053C0275F, dated December
19, 2006, the subject properties are located outside of the Special Flood Hazard Area. There are no
historic sites or Greenway areas located on the subject properties. The National Wetland Inventory
(NWI) map, Rickreall quadrangle, indicates that the middle fork of the McNary Branch of Mud
Slough may abut the northwest corner of the subject properties. However, based on Staff’s review of
LIDAR imagery it does not appeat to be located on the subject properties. The Hearings Officer finds
the evidence m the record does not suggest that the Applicants’ proposal would adversely affect fish
and wildlife resources, habitat areas, natural arcas, or scenic areas.

3. The uses allowed in the proposed designation will not significantly adversely
affect allowed uses on adjacent lands; {PCZO 111.275(C)]

4, Adequate public facilities, services, and transporiation networks are in place,
or are planned to be provided concurrently with the development of the

property; [PCZO 111.275(D}]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings: _

Applicant contends that the area surrounding the property has three different zoning categories
which speaks to the variability of the land, The entire southern boundary abuts an AR-5 zone as
does balf of the eastern houndary. The very dark blue pattern in the upper right hand comes of the
map is within the Salem Urban Growth Boundary (Urban Reserve). The remainder of the eastern
boundary is bordered by EFU zoned parcels that are 14.6, 15.0, 18.29 and 19.71acres respectively.
Most of these parcels are leased ont to larger farming operations except for the 19.71-acre pascel
which is the Cnbanismo Vineyard. !

The subject property is bordered on the north by Tax Lot 700 which is 48.44 and a point on the
northwest by Tax Lot 201 which is 49.44 acres. One could argue that both Tax Lots 700 and 201
should be zoned TC or FF because they are heavily timbered, very steep and have never been
farmed in documented history

Two-thitds of the western boundary is bordered by Farm Forest Zoning, and it is within this
property (Tax lot 500 in 7 4 14) that Legacy Vineyard is located. The property is dominantly in
Farm use but there are still large forested areas in the northern one-haif of the propetly and along
the eastern boundary next to the proposed rezone avea. The remaining one-third of the western
boundary is bordered by a 92-acre parcel that is basically devoid of any farm use and is principally
in timber use and dormant land that appears fo be in Scotch Broom. This parcel is not lacking in
farming potential except for areas with large boulders. The property does not appear to be actively
farmed at the present time. A. 78-acre parcel touches ona point in the southwest comer. It is heavily
wooded, very steep and devoid of agriculture neat the common boundary. ‘

Applicant states it is noteworthy that there is a very large contiguons block of AR-5 zoned lands
that starts at the southern boundary of the property extends south to State Highway 22 and also
extends to the east for two miles to the Salem Utban Growth Boundary (See Figure 4, PCCP Plan
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Map): This block of AR-zoned land is the third largest in Poll County and the largest near Salem.
Tt should also be noted for the record that there are three other nodes of AR zoned lands north and
west of Salem and two of them are contiguous to the Salem Urban Reserve. The block of AR zoned
land bordering the subject property does border the Salem Urban Reserve farther to the east.

The proponents have strongly held beliefs that the exception is warranted based on a host of
complex factors including but not limited to elevation, wind exposure, sun exposure, shallow soils,
preponderance of rock, cold temperatures related to elevation, inability to irtigate and inability to
burn crop residues. Tn addition, there are no linkages to the other farm enterprises in the area that
are less affected by the same factors. Also, there are two boundaries in the proposed exception area
where all the parcels are zoned for non-resource use and thus no complementary farm enterprises

exist.

Staff notes that the applicant is proposing a zone change of the subject propetty from EFU to AF-
10. With few exceptions, the AF-10 zone permits those uses that are allowed in the EFU zone.
Based on a review of the Polk County Zoning Map, neighboring properties are zoned AR-5, EFU

and FF. A review of the 2011 Polk County aetial photograph shows that contiguous properties are
primarily used for agricultural and forestry purposes. Adjacent properties to the north and east

contain dwellings.

If the applications are approved, the primary changes to the uses permitted on the subject properties
would be that the AF-10 zone allows dwellings as an oufright permitted use and a 10-acre
minimum parcel size. Dwellings may be permitted in the EFU zone, subject to certain acreage,
income and land temure standards, Outright permitted uses on AF-10 zoned land include single-
family dwellings, public parks, churches and a host of accessory uses and structures (including
home occupations, schools, public facilities, among other uses). Based on the evidence submitted
by the applicant, the AF-10 zone, wonld be compatible with surrounding land uses and also would
enable the applicant to develop larger acreage home sites where the oceupants could manage the
propetty for a range of specialty farm uses as a hobby cven though the land is not suitable to make
a profit in money from farm use. Despite considerable verbiage about hobby farming, however,
there would be no explicit requirement that agricultural activity be carried on at any portion of the
land so zoned. Uses allowed in the AF-10 zone are already allowed on the neighboring properties
that are zoned AR-5. It is commonly accepted that properties that have the same pernitted uses

are generally compatible with one another.

The uses that would be allowed under the AF-10 zone, that are not permitted in the EFU zone,
include dwellings, churches and schools as a permitted use and certain conditional uses which may
have offsite impacts. Such conditional uses include home occupations, kennels, and outdoor motor
race tracks. The applicant has not indicated that any of those uses would be established on the
subject properties, but it would remain a possibility. Any conditional uses in the A¥-10 zone would
require an application with Polk County, and the applicant would need to demonstrate how their
specific proposal would comply with all conditional use standards. The analysis and opportunity
for public involvement affoxded through the conditional use permitting process would ensure that
conditional uses would not significantly adversely affect allowed uses on adjacent lands.

The AE-10 zone also permits the uses allowed in the EFU zone, which is the subject property's
current zohing designation. Neighboring properties are egither zoned AR-5, EFU or FF, so
agriculinre and forestry uses in the AF-10 zone would be substantially similar to, and therefore

congistent with, uses allowed on neigliboring properties.
In consideration of the above factots, Staff concluded that the uses permitted in the AF-10 zone

would not significantly adversely affect allowed uses on adjacent lands. Adequate public facilities,
services, and transportation networks are in place, or are planned to be provided concurrently with

the development of the property. [PCZO 111.275(D)]

plicant recites how the subject property was the subject of a Ballot Measure 37 application, a
Ballot Measure 49 Authorization and a Vested Rights Argument. The vested rights arguments are
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submitied as part of this record to demonstrate that the property is built and committed with streets,

electric power, septic systems, communication sysiems and domestic wells.
Available public facilities and services already have been enumerated above,

On October 22, 2013 a transportation analysis was conducted at the request of Wayne Simmons
to stndy the transportation impagts. The conclusion on Page 8 of the analysis reads as follows:
Seven tax lots in Polk County are proposed for a zone change from EFU fo AFE-10. The proposed
zone change could generate an additional 17 trips during the morning peak hour, and 22 additional
frips during the evening peak hour. The existing infrastructure, including the intersection of
Orchard Heights Road and Best Road adjacent to the property, is adequate to support this potential
additional traffic through the planning horizon. The proposed zone change is therefore in
compliance with the State of Oregon's Transportation Planning Rule.

Staff indicates that the applicant has provided information in the record regarding the public
facilities and services that would be available to serve proposed residential uses on the subject
properties. The applicant has demonstrated the subject properties could be adequately served by
existing public services. :

The applicant estimates that 19 additional single family dwellings could be constructed if this
proposal. is approved. According to the 2010 US Census demographic profile for Oregon, the
average household size is 2.47 people. As a result, the proposed PCCP change could result in an
additional population of 46 people. Staff found no evidence to suggest that these service providers
lack capacity to serve an additional 19 single family dwellings with an estimated population

increase of 46 people.

The subject properties abut Best Road, a Minor Collector in Figure 3 of the Polk County
Trapsportation Systems Plan. The applicant submitted a transportation analysis for the proposal
authored by Lancaster Engineering dated October 22, 2013, supplemented on October 9, 2015 with
additional analysis of several intersections on Qschard Heights Road, which indicates that the
proposed AF-10 zone would generate 17 morning peak hour trips and 23 evening peak hour trips,
as compared with 4 and 5 trips, respectively, for the current BFU zone. Weekday total trip
generation from the proposal would be 218 trips for the proposed AF-10 zoning and 48 for the
ourrent EFU zoning. The Lancaster Engineering traffic analysis included a discussion of potential
traffic impacts the proposal may have on the State Highway System, and the proposal's consistency
with the Transportation Planning Rule (TPR). The relevant section of the TPR, OAR 660-012-
0060, ensures that the function and capacity of State highways will not be adversely affected by
traffic increases resulting from changes to adopted land use plans and regulations, Lancaster
Engineeting's TPR discussion focused on the intersection of Highway 22 and 55th Avenue NW,
which is also where Highway 51 intersects Highway 22. A lefter from Daniel Fricke, Senior
Transportation Planner with ODOT, dated June 8, 2015 supports the conclusiong in the Lancaster
Engincering traffic analysis addressing the TPR - that the applicant's proposal would not have a

significant irpact on a State highway.

An operational traffic analysis dated October 22, 2013 was conducted by Lancaster Engineering
for the intersection of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road. The applicant provided additional
analysis of two intersections on Orchard Heights Road in a supplemental repott by Lancaster
Engineering dated October 15, 2015, Lancaster Engineering's additional traffic analysis of impacts
on the county road system from potential trip generation by the proposal, patticularly the
intersections of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road and Orchard Heights Road and Orchard
Heights Place, was reviewed by the Polk County Engineer, Todd Whitaker, P.E, who determined
the impact of the proposal on the county road system would not be significant. After reviewing the
applicant's statements, and comments from Whitaker, Staff concluded that sufficient transportation
facilities would be available to serve the applicant's proposal. '

According to materials submitted by the applicant, Coffee Geosciences conducted a hydrologic
study of the subject properties to determine the relationships between its springs, wells and
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groundwater aquifers. Resulis of the hydrologic study indicate that the proposal could be served
with groundwater without any effect on nearby wells, The hydrologic report indicates that
groundwater withdrawals of 10 gallons per minute would cause a onc ~inch drawdown of the
aquifer within a radius of 240 feet, The Coffee Geosciences report indicates that a test well
pumping 28.5 gallons per minute for 24 hours recovered 90% of the aquifer drawdown in 30

minutes.

The applicant states that the subject properties are in the Eola Hills Groundwater Limited Area
(EHIGLA). The Oregon Department of Water Resources (WRD) has defined the EHGLA as being
bounded by Township 5 South in Yamhill County, the Willamette River, Highway 22 and
Highway 99W. Extracting groundwater from aquifers in Columbia River Basalt formations in the
BHGLA is regulated by WRD. Accordingly, the property owners would be required to submit a
well report with WRD to withdeaw up to 15,000 gallons of groundwater per day for any domestic
use on the subject properties, The applicant states that the number of wells that would serve the
proposal could be minimized by leveraging wells that produce 15-3C gallons per minute to serve
three potential dwellings instead of just one, The Oregon Public Health Division of the Oregon
Health Authority regulates Public Water Systems with four or more service connections, consistent
with OAR 333-061-0020. If a single well was used to serve three potential dwellings on the subject
praperties, a Public Water System would not be required; however, withdrawals of groundwater
from the well would be limited to 15,000 gailons per day absent a permit from WRD,

Absent a Public Water System certification, drinking water safety for groundwater sources is
incumbent on individual users. Well constructors are awate of threats to public safety from
domestic water wells that are too shallow, or that are located within 100 feet of a septic system's
leach field. Also, any dwellings that may be constructed following this land use action wonld
require septic, building, plumbing and clectrical permits from Polk County. A site plan review
confirming that relevant development setbacks are met would be part of the building permit
process. Part of the site plan review evaluates whether the location of a domestic water source (a
well) is at least 100 feet from a septic system leach field, thereby protecting property owners'
public health by mitigating e-coli vectors.

Based on the evidence provided by the applicant, Staff concluded that adequate water would be
available to serve the proposal. On the other hand an independent expert on geolo gical matters and
water rights, Dr. E. Timothy Wallin, in writien testimony submitted on November 10. 2015, said
the aquifer at issue cannot be relied on to provide a stable supply of water to the proposed
concentration of users under the proposal. He says there is a risk that new wells and existing wells
would find their supplies depleted, The Hearings Officer is not a geologist or hydrologist, but with
additional testimony and evidence in the record and the warnings of Dr. Wallin, it is such that the

Hearings Officer finds that there is not adequate water available to serve the proposal.
Applicants’ Additional Findings:

The AF-10 uses will not significantly adversely affect allowed uses on adjacent lands - This section
is addressed in detail under the exception statement, and is supported by the inventory study that
is Exhibit V. This section is complied with.

Adequate public facilities are in place - As noted herein, the existing street system is adequate;

water and sewer will be provided on-sife; and electrical service is already established on site to
accommodate the projected growth if these applications are approved. This section is complied

with.
Hearings Officer Findings:

Findings to evaluate adequate public facilities, services, and transportation networks have been
fully evaluated above, As discussed above, the Hearings Officer has determined that existing
public service and facilities, including transportation could support the creation of additional
parcels 10 acres in size and up 19 additional single-family dwellings.
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As discussed above, when evalnating whether the subject properties conld be managed for forestry
purposes, the Applicants provided a Forestland Suitability Analysis. This analysis determined that
surrounding parcelization and residential development makes the property less desirable for timber
managemerit because there is a greater risk of lawsuit threats from slash burning, it wonld be more
difficolt to use common forestry practices, and there is a perceived lower financial rate of return
that could be a deterrent for investors, The Forestland Suitability Avalysis Addendum also raised
concerns about the inability for small to medium sized timber owners to obtain liability insurance
due to wildfire concerns. The Addendum stated that two significant conditions associated with the
recent wildfire catastrophes in California exists on the subject properties; (1) high voltage overhead
powerlines throughout the property, and (2) the close vicinity to heavily populated aveas. This
evidence raises concerns for the Hearings Officer that if increased rural residential development
on surrounding Jands is the factor that makes the subject property not suitable for commercial
forestry operations as purported by the Applicants, it is then unclear how developing 17-19
additional dwelling on 10 acre parcels as proposed by the Applicants would not adversely impact
allowed uses on surrounding properties (approximately 199.5 acres) that are currently recetving
farm deferral and visually appear to be managed for forestty putposes based on the 2018 Polk
County aerial photograph. The subject properties are bordered on two sides by high value timber.

Based on the evidence in the record, the Hearings Officer finds these applications do not comply
with this criterion because the evidence does not suppoxt a finding that uses allowed in the
proposed designation will not significantly adversely alfect allowed uses on adjacent lands

5, The proposed change is appropriate taking into consideration the following:
a. Surrounding land uses,
b. The density and pattern of development in the area,

¢. Any changes which may have occarred in the vicinity to support the
proposed amendment. [PCZO 111.275(E)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant argues that the area surrounding the property has three different zoning calegories which
speaks to the variability of the land, The entire southern boundary abuts an AR-5 zoned as does
half of the eastern boundary. The very dark blue pattern in the upper right hand comer of the map
is within the Salem Utrban Growth Boundary (Urban Reserve). The remainder of the eastern
boundary is bordered by EFU zoned parcels that are 11, 14.6, 15.0, 18.29 and 19.7]1 acres
respectively. Most of these parcels ate leased out to larger farming operations except for the 19,71-
acre parcel which is the Cubanismo Vineyard. '

Two-thirds of the western boundary is bordered by Farm Forest Zoning, and it is within this
property (Tax lot 500 in 7.4.14) that Legacy Vineyard is located. The property is dominantly in
farm use but there are still large forested areas in the northern one-half of the property and along
the eastern boundary next to the proposed rezone area. The remaining one-third of the western
boundary is bordered by a 92-acre parcel that is basically devoid of any farm use and is principally
in timber use and dormant land that appears to be in Scotch Broom, This parcel is not lacking in
farming potential except for areas with large boulders. The property does not appear to be actively
farmed at the present time. A 101.78-acre parcel touches on a point in the southwest comer, It is
heavily wooded, very steep and devoid of agriculture near the common boundary.

It is noteworthy that are very large contiguous block of AR-5 zoned lands that starts at the southern
boundary of the property extends south to State Highway 22 and also extends to the east for two
miles to the Salem Urban Growth Boundary (See Figure 4, PCCP Plan Map). This block of AR
zoned land is the third largest in Polk County and the Jargest near Salem. It should also be noted
for the record that there are three other nodes of AR zoned lands north and west of Salem and two
of them are contignous to the Salem Urban Reserve. The block of AR zoned land bordering the
subject property does border the Salem Urban Reserve farther to the east.
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The area surrounding the property has gradually developed over the last 80 years to coniain a large
number of dwelling units in the AR-5 zoned areas to the south and east and to smaller high value
farm units to the northeast. The concept of farming properties across boundaries (complementary)
was and is absent from this ares. The subject property is an isolated piece of land which is evident
when visiting it. The subject rezone area does not directly border any other farm field (not to be
confused with properties that have farm use).

The resultant effects of Batlot Measures 37 and 49 also have a bearing on the filing of these
applications since significant capital fixity was established on the casternmost 128 acres. The
subject properties have a residual system of roads resulting from the prior applications and
approval of Ballot Measure 37 claim. All of the roads that can serve all parts of the property are at
the very least "roughed out". The toad construction that resulted from the Ballot Measure 37/49
claims is 4,100 feet long, The property now has a gated access that originates on Best Road, There
is a potential for four more non-farm dwellings to be established on propertics adjacent (o the
subject rezone area but the conditions on those properties would likely prevent any houses from
being so close as to interfere with farming activities.

The proponents also recognize that this proposed action could affect adjacent and nearby farm
operations but they too have problems that limit their farm uses to low income generating grass
hay and limited grazing agricultural lands on very substandard acreages. The three agricultural
properties across Best Road from the subject property (east) have never been farmed in conjunction
with the subject property and ate marginal respect to agricultural production. Hay and livestock
are the principal items raised on these parcels that range from 14 to 19 acres. These parcels are
only 17% and 24% as large as the minimum lot size of the EFU Zone. Staff says statements by the
applicant indicate that parcelization of lands in the vicinity of the subject propetties has resulted
in an ownership pattern that precludes the management of small farm holdings as larger farm units,
which has led to the proliferation of small scale specialty farms. Staff notes that the nearest large
agricultural operations to the subject properties are Christmas trees and vineyards. A rural
residential exception area is also adjacent to the southern parcels of the exception area. Due to a
steep escarpment on the west side, the subject properties are more closely associated
geographically with adjacent properties along Best Road than those to the west taking access from
QOak Grove Road, which is 600 feet lower in elevation.

The proposed exception area is comprised of seven parcels ranging in size from 45 acyes to 20
acres. Simmons Family Properties, LLC owns four contiguous parcels in a 120 acre tract (Tax Lots
601, 604 and 605 in T78, R4W, Section 14, and T'ax Lot 100 in T75, R4W, Section 23). A 20 acre
parcel south of the Simmons Family Properties, LLC, is owned by Kevin Stone (T7S, R4W,
Section 23. Tax Lot 101). Two parcels to the north of the Simmons Family Properties, LLC tract
are awned by Christopher & Kimberly Gray (at T78, R4W, Section 14, Tax Lot 602) and Jonathan
& Tamara Pugmire (at T7S, R4W, Section 14, Tax Lot 603), and are 45 acres and 43.7 acres,
respectively.

Over the past decade a series of partitions of the original Simmons holdings, identified as LP 05-
20, LP 05-22, and LP 05-23, memorialized in Partition Plats 2006-0027 through 2006-0029, have
resulted in the current configurations of the subject properties. These recent land partitions were
made possible by three Measure 37 Claims (identified as M 05-09, M 05-13, and M 05-14).
Subsequent vesting determinations by the Polk County Commumity Development, identified as
file pumbers VRD 09-01 through VRD 09-03, upheld these Measure 37 partitions. The Measure
37 partitions of the subject properties created six parcels to bring the total number of parcels to
pine, Following the Measure 37 Claims (Claims) and corresponding vested rights determinations,
a suite of Measure 49 claims were submitted, which resulted in three Measure 49 Final Order and
Home Site Authorizations (Final Order) approved by DLCD. The Final Orders referenced above
authorized five (5) dwellings on the parcels vested under Measme 37, Of the five (5) authorized
dwellings under Measure 49, three (3) have been built, These dwellings are on Tax Lots 602 and
603 in T7S, RAW, Section 14 and Tax Lot 101 in T78, R4W, Section 23. Based on areview of the
Pollk County Assessor records, the subject properties currenily contain a total of three (3)
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Measure 37 claims were made on two properties adjoining the subject properties. One of the
Measure 37 claims, was succeeded by Measure 49 Order No. E132401, which permits the
establishment of two additional parcels for a total of three home sites on Tax Lot 200in T7S, R4W,
Section 23. A second Measure 37 claim on an approximately 104-acre paicel. identified as Tax
Lot 601 in T7S. R4W. Section 23, adjacent to the southwest comer of the subject properties
authorized two additional parcels pursuant to a Measure 37 Claim (M06-249), and two additional
dwellings pursnant to a Measure 49 Final Order (H134231). Pursuit of potential land entitlements
under Measutes 37 and 49 are emblematic of trend towards a growing number of smaller
agricultural parcels occurring in the vicinity of the subject properties over the past several decades.
This has resulted in a diversification of farming on a small scale with equine stables, Christmas
tree farms, wood lots, and vineyards and wineries operating within a thousand feet of the subject
properties. Recent changes on nearby properties exemplify the shift to small scale specialty
agriculture. Cubanisimo Vineyards began with a pattition of a 32-acre parcel into 12-acte parcels
in 1978 (Polk County Planning File SE 78-18), followed by a farm dwelling approval in 1989
{Polk County Planning File FD 89-16) A conditional use permit approved wine sales and
marketing as a home occupation in 2004 (Polk County Planning File CU 04-21), including four
events attracting up to 300 visitors, Another commercial winery was established within the past
ten years adjacent to the subject properties. Eola Hills Winery purchased a large parcel
immediately west of the subject properties which was the subject of Plan Amendment and Zone
Change applications in 2010 (PA 10-05 and ZC 10-06, respectively) to change the plan designation
from Forest to Farm Forest and change the zoning designation from Timber Conservation (TC) to
Farm Forest Overlay (FFO). A subsequent fand use application (LUD 13-11) was approved to
establish a winery at what is now known as the Legacy Estate Vineyard, The winery offers wine
tasting, company picnics and wedding ceremonies at the Legacy Estate Vineyard location.

The applicant states that the smaller resource propetties in the area are clustered along Best Road,
immediately east of the subject properties. A number of contiguons properties zoned AR-5 exist
to the south of the subject properties that wete included in the initial committed lands inventory
leading up to acknowledgement of the PCCP. The area fo the south is substantially isolated from
the exception area by steep slopes. This committed lands area, comprising approximately 1,100
acres of AR-5 zoned land, extends south to Highway 22 and west to the Salem city limits, Ten of
the fourteen AR-5 parcels nearest the subject properties are owned by William Curtright and are
vacant (T7S, R4W, Section 24 Tax Lots 303 ~ 308 and T78S, R4W, Section 23 Tax Lots 1000 &
1003 -1005). Each of these vacant AR-5 parcels could be developed with dwellings, although they
have been in their current ownership for over 20 years and are still vacant. Should these
applications be approved, one 20 acre parcel zoned EFU (located at 1785 Best Road) would be
swrounded by properties with Rural Lands Plan designations. This property was created and
authorized by a Measure 37 Claim, was created as Parcel 3 in Partition Plat 2006-0029, and the
dwelling was subsequently approved by Measure 49 Order number H132890C. Since the 20 acre
parcel and the dwelling thereon were approved absent review relative to the Statewide Planning
Goals, Staff anticipates that the proposed goal exception would not commit the home site to uses
other than those allowed by Goal 3 since it has already been created and developed for nonfarim

use.

In this case, the applicant is making the atgument that while the subject properties were exempt
from Oregon Statewide Planning Goals the property owner made a substantial investment in
developing the subject properties for nonfarm uses, Staff understands the applicant argument to
be that the legal development and land use pattern of the subject properties that occurred under
Measures 37 and 49 were the tipping point for commitment of the subject properties to non-
resource uses. [t was not necessarily recent changes in the land use pattern or development on
surrounding properties that in and of themselves commit the subject properties.

In VRD 09-01, Polk County concluded that the Estate of Nina Simmons and the Ervin Simmons
Testamentary Trust had vested, on December 6, 2007, threc separate parcels consisting of 45, 45
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and 19.77 acres each, depicted on Poll County Partition Plat 2006-0027, and a single-family
dwelling residential use on Parcel 3 of said partition plat. In YRD 09-02, Polk County concluded
that the Bstate of Nina Simmmons had vested, on December 6, 2007, three sepatate parcels
consisting of 40, 20 and 20 acres each. In VRD 09-03, Polk County concluded that the Ervin
Simmons Testamentary Trust had vested, on December 6, 2007, three sepayate parcels consisting

of 40, 20 and 20 acres each.

Division of the subject properties following Measure 37 claims made by various members of the
Simmons family, the vesting of which is described above, and the construction of fhree dwellings
on its eastern partion have hroken up the ownership of what was once an approximately 267 acte
Ffarm unit and has made achieving economies of scale for agriculture difficult. The applicant does
not rely solely on the recent parcelization pattern of the subject properties to demonstrate how the
properties were committed. The applicant states that the actual development of the Jand including
water, power and septic lines that connect the dwellings to domestic services have rendered the
management of the land for agriculturc impractical since the land cannot be plowed without
interfering with buried residential infiastructure. Roads serving existing dwellings on the subject
properties are aligned so that they interfere with the ordetly tilling of soil, and are gravel surfaced
for residential use, Farm activities such as ripping, discing, seeding and spraying require large,
mmiform fields to be done efficiently. Gravel driveways crossing the middle of the subject
properties both vertically and horizontally conflict with the efficient management of essential soil
prepavation and crop protection activities.

The applicant states that the demand for the types of crops grown historically have diminished
such as cherries, prnes, Douglas fir Christmas trees, grass seed and grain as the yield of these
crops also dropped. Some of the processing facilities for these crops have relocated or closed. The
applicant also states that prolibition of irrigation on the subject property and physical
characteristics of the site have been a limiting factor in the ability to profitably manage the subject
properties for agriculture, These factors coupled with the development that occurred under
Measures 37 and 49 on the subject properties and former farm unit are changing conditions. Based
on statements by the applicant and evidence in the record, Staff concluded the AF-10 zone, which
implements the Rural Lands PCCP designation, would be compatible with surrounding land uses
and also enable the applicant to develop larger acreage home sites where the ocenpants could
manage the property for a range of specialty farm uses as a hobby even though the land is not
suitable to make a profit in money from farm use. The Hearings Officer does note that the applicant
later made it apparent that surrounding residential uses make spraying for agriculture and forestry

difficult.

Applicant’s Additional Findings:

The proposed change is appropriate considering the surrounding lands - This section is addressed
in detail under the exception statement, and is supported by the inventory study that is Exhibit V.
This section is complied with.

The proposed change is appropriate considering the development in the area - This section is also
addressed in detail under the exception statement, and is supported by the inventory study that is
Exhibit V. This section is complied with.

The proposed change is appropriate considering how the area has developed - This section is also
addressed in detail under the exception statement, and is supported by the inventory study that is
Exhibit V. This section is complied with.

Hearinos Oificer Iindings:

As discussed above, the Applicants have clearly put forth a significant amount of time and effort
compiling information in the above mentioned Exhibit V-Land Use Inventory and the supplemental
information snbmitted during the Open Record period; however, the Heaings Officer is still
concetned fhat the Applicants® conclusions are lacking details about whether surrounding properties
were created and developed pursuant to the applicable Statewide Planning Goals. The Applicants
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submitted a Land Use Inventory that contains a study area of approximately 2,571 surtounding acres.
Staff has determined that this land use inventory does not accurately represent surrounding land use
pattetns because it appears that the Applicants used tax lot sizes and configurations rather than legal
parcel sizes and configurations, which can alter figures related to average parcel size, dwelling
density, etc. In addition, Staff finds that surrounding development that is permitted within the zone
and was established pursuant to the applicable (Goals cannot be used to justify changes on
surrounding lands, For example, land partitions and residential development on surtounding AR-5
and SR zoned properties does not constitute a recent change on swrounding properiies because these
properties have been planned and zoned for residential development. In addition, the Applicants
claim that increased parcelization and residential development precludes the Applicants from
utilizing common farm and forestry practices. If so, it is unclear how the Applicants’ proposal would
not impact surrounding farm and forest lands that are currently being managed for vineyards,
Christmas tree production, and timber production. For these reasons, the Hearings Officer finds that
the proposed AF-10 zone is not appropriate after taking into consideration surrounding land uses,
density and development patterns of the avea, and changes that have occurred in the vicinity to
support the proposed amendment.
6. The proposal complies with any applicable intergovernmental agreement
pertaining to wrban growth boundaries and urbanizable land; and [PCZO
111,275(B)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings: The subject property is not located within an Urban
Growth Boundary. This criterion is therefore not applicable to this request.

Applicant’s Additional Findings: There are no intergovernmental agreements that are applicable
to the exception area.

Hearings Officer Findings: Staff confirmed that the subject properties are not located within Urban
Growth Boundary. The Hearings Officer finds this criterion is not applicable to this request.

7. The proposal complies with Oregon Revised Statutes, all applicable statewide
planning goals and associated administrative rules. If an exception to one or
more of the goals is necessary, the exception criteria in Oregon Administrative
Rules, Chaptex 660, Division 4 shall apply. [PCZO 111.275(G)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Findings and conclusions related to conformance with Oregon Revised Statutes, as implemented
by the Oregon Administrative Rules, including the exception criteria in Oregon Administrative
Rales, Chapter 660, Division 4, are addressed above in findings and conclusions of consistency
with the PCCP.

Applicants’ Additional Findinps:

Once compliance is found for the exception and the statewide Goals (see below), compliance with
all state Jaws 15 certain. This section is complied with.

What follows is an analysis of compliance with each of the relevant Statewide Goals.

Goal 1 - Citizen Involvement - Citizen involvement is advanced by providing appropriate notice
and an opportunity to comment on the applications. Notice for comments and of any and all public
hearings will be mailed appropriately and timely by Staff pursuant to the mandates of the Polk
County Zone Code. This Goal will be complied with throughout this process.

Goal 2 - Land Use Planning - This Goal provides the flexibility in land use planning by allowing
for exceptions to Goals under certain circumstances, The Applicants are seeking an "irrevocably
committed" exception to Goals 3 and 4. When the exception is granted and approved, this Goal is
complied with.

Goal 3 - Agricultural Lands - An exception is taken to this Goal as set forth in the applications.
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Goal 4 - Forest Lands - An exception is taken to this Goal as set forth in the applications.

Goal 5 - Natural Resources, Scenic and Historic Areas, and Open Spaces - There are no identified
natural resources, historic or declared open spaces in the exception area. As can be seen in
photographs in Exhlbﬂ: AA, the 11dge line that traverses the exception area provides some of the
best and most dramatic territorial views in all of Polk County. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 6 - Air, Water and Land Resources Quality - The exception area is intended to provide for
17 new parcels each with a rural residential homesite. The addition of these new homes will have
no adverse impact on the aix or land resources. As noted in the hydrogeology report presented by
M, Rehmn, Exhibit X, the addition of these homes will have no adverse impact on the water in the
arca, and there will be sufficient water to serve the new homes. There are no inventoried air or
water or land resources of significance identified in the exception area. This Goal is complied

with.

Goal 7 - Areas Subject 1o Natura] Hazards - The exception area is not located within an identified
natural hazard area. This Goal is complied with,

Goal 8 - Recreational Needs - The exception area is not within any identified or inventoried
recreational area. There are no parks or other recreational designations involved with the exception

area. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 9 - BEconomic Development - This proposal is seeking to take land that cannot be
commercially farmed in large tracts, and turn the land into smaller parcels with homegites where
the owner can establish and maintain small specialty crops, animals or Christmas trees. Taking
unproductive land and turning it into homesite that also can produce some hobby crops is an
economic win for Polk County. One only needs to look at the three parcels in the exception area
that have been developed. The homes on those lots are some of the most expensive homes in Polk
County, and while those parcels remain too large to manage by the owner for any sort of crop
production, some small hobby activities are being attempted. Taking land that is now producing
no economic value to the community and almost no tax dollars for the County, and turning that
land into high value homesites that pay lge sums in taxes is a boom to economic development in
Polk County. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 10 - Housing - This proposal will add up to 17 new homes in the West Salem Hills. Homes

that are near the Salem UGB, with easy access fo a good highway system and the shopping
opportnnities that lie in West Salem and in Salem proper. The addition of rural homesites fills a

need that has existed for a decade or more. The popularity of BM37/49 demonstrated the desire

and need for rural residential housing, and the failure of those measures to actually produce much
in the way of housing indicates the desire and need still remain. In any event, this Goal seeks to
supply an array of different housing types in the County, and rural residential homes on acteage is
one of those types these applications will fulfill, This Goal is complied with.

Goal 11 - Public Facilities and Services - The street system is in place, and is adequate to serve the
additional dwellings that will be created upon approval of the applications, There is nothing in
this planning change that will create the need for mote roads or intersections. Site development
will be by well (except for the two hook-ups for Orchard Heights Water) and septic system, thereby
creating no demand or need for extension of any water or sewer systems to the exception avea.
Other public services will not be adversely impacted as there is sufficient capacity at present to
serve the exception area at full build out. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 12 - Transportation - The exception area is accessed from Best Road, a Minor Collector. The
submitted transportation analysis for the proposal anthored by Lancaster Engineering dated
October 22, 2013, supplemented on October 9, 2015, indicates that the proposed AF-10 zone
would generate 17 mormning peak hour trips and 23 evening peak hour trips, as compared with 4
and 5 trips, respectively, for the current EFU zone. Weekday total trip generation from the proposal
would be 218 trips for the proposed AF-10 zoning and 48 for the cuirent EFU zoning. The
Lancaster Engineering traffic analysis included a discussion of potential traffic jmpacts the
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proposal may have on the State Highway System, and the proposal's consistency with the
Transportation Plapning Rule (TPR). In applying the TPR, OAR 660-012-0060, the Counnty is
required to determine whether the applications significantly affects transportation facilities as
measured at the end of the planning period identified in the TSP, which is 2030, ODOT reviewed
the Lancaster material and determined there would be no significant effects on any transportation
facility. This information alone makes the applications comply with this Goal, This finding is
verified by the 2012 changes made to the Oregon Highway Plan (OHP), and with the
Transportation Planning Rule. Those changes provide a “safe harbo:r™ for antomatic compliance
with Goeal 12 where the proposal does not merease the average daily trips (ADT) by more than
400. When evaluated together, the new TPR and OHP exempt plan amendments that would
generate fess than 400 ADT from further TPR review as they are classified as a small increase that
does not further degrads the transportation facility. It is typically understood that a single family
dwelling will generate 10 ADT. This proposal will generate at most an additional 17 dwellings,
for a total traffic generation of 170, far below the “safe harbor” figure of 400. This Goal is

complied with.

Goal 13 - Energy - The exception area is an excellent site for passive solar heating due to its higher
elevation and sun exposure. The spacing of the dwellings on at least 10-acre parcels will assure
that solar access is not blocked. Energy savings will also be realized from the relatively compact
road system that will be serving all of the existing and potential home sites. Not extending the road
to the west and southwest will minimize the outlay for gravel road bases and paving. The internal
road system also allows maximum accessibility to the only collector road serving the site (Best
Road). All poiential dwellings sites will have access to a road system that provides equal access
regardless of location, thus saving energy and wear and tear on vehicles. The road system is
designed so that there are no dead ends and the number of potential new dwellings at 17 does not
frigger any need for a second access. This Goal is complied with.

Goal 14 - Urbanization - The Applicants are proposing the AF-10 zoning to implement their
proposed Comprehensive Plan designation of Rural Lands. The purpose statement for the AF-10
zone indicates that the function of the zone is to permit the designation of Rural Lands consistent
with OAR 660-0040040(7)(()(A), which allows, without an exception to Goal 14, new ruxal
residential areas designated after October 4, 2000, and requires any new lot or parcel to have an
area of at least ten acres. Once approved with the AF-10 acre zone, this Goal is complied with as
the lands are considered rural lands and not urbanizable lands,

Goals |5 - 18 Relate to the Willamette River and QOcean Areas - These Goals are not applicable
to the applications as the exception area is not near or impacted by the Willamette River or any

~of the Ocean Goals.

Hearings Officer Findings:

Findings and conclusions related to conformance with Oregon Revised Statutes, as implemented
by the Oregon Administrative Rules, including the exception criteria in Oregon Administrative
Rules, Chapter 660, Division 4, are addressed above in findings and conclusions of consistency
with the PCCP. The only Goal Exceptions applicable to these applications are Goals 3 and 4.

8. The road function, classification, capacity and existing and projected traffic
volumes have been considered. To allow comprehensive plan map and zone
map amendments that may generate trips up to the planned capacity of the
transportation system, Polk County will consider road function, ¢lassification,
road capaeity and existing and projected traffic volumes, as criteria for
comprehensive plan map and zone map amendments. [PCZ0 111.275(H)]

Hearings Officer’s Previous Findings:

Applicant notes that on October 22, 2013 a transportation analysis was conducted at the request of
Wayne Simmons to study the transportation impacts. The conclusion on Page 8 of the analysis
reads as follows: Seven tax lots in Polk County are proposed for a zone change from EFU to AF-
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L 0. The proposed zone change could generate an addition 17 trips during the morning peak hour,
and 22 additional trips during the evening peak hour. The existing infrastructure, including the
intersection of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road adjacent to the property, is adequate to

" support this potential additional traffic through the planning horizon, The proposed zone change

is therefore in compliance with the State of Oregon's Transportation Planning Rule.

Staff notes that the subject properties abut Best Road, a Minor Collector in Figure 3 of the Polk
County Transportation Systems Plan. The applicant submitted a transportation analysis for the
proposal authored by Lancaster Engineering dated QOctober 22, 2013, supplemented on October 9,
2015, which indicates that the proposed AF-10 zone would generate 17 morning peak hour trips
and 23 evening peak hour trips, as compared with 4 and 5 trips, respectively, for the cwrrent EFU
zone, Weekday total trip generation from the proposal would be 218 trips for the proposed AF-10
zoning and 48 for the curent EFU zoning, The Lancaster Engineering traffic analysis included a
discussion of potential fraffic impacts the proposal may have on the State Highway System, and
the proposal's consistency with the Transportation Planning Rule (TPR). The relevant section of
the TPR, QAR 660-012-0060, ensures that the function and capacity of State highways will not be
adversely affected by traffic increases resulting from changes to adopted land use plans. and
relations. Lancaster Engineering's TPR discussion focused on the intersection of Highway 22 and
55 Avenue NW, which is also where Highway 51 intersects Highway 22. A letter from Daniel
Fricke, Senior Transpartation Planner with ODOT, dated June 8, 2015 supports the conclugions in
the Lancaster Engineering traffic analysis addressing the TPR - that the applicant's proposal would
not have a significant impact on a State highway.

Applicant says an operational traffic analysis was conducted by Lancaster Engineering for the
intersection of Orchard Heights Road and Best Road. However, an incompletc application letter
from Austin McGuigan, Polk County Community Development Director, dated October 15, 2014
informed the applicant that Polk County Engineer, Todd Whitaker, P.E., determined the Lancaster
Engineering traffic analysis did not meet the requirements of the Polk County Public Woiks
Design Standards for a Traffic Impact Analysis. Deficiencies in the Lancaster Engineering traffic
analysis noted by the Polk County Engineer were the lack of analysis of the intersections Dahlia
Way and Oxchard Heights Road, 55th Avenue NW and Eola Drive, and missing information
requested in the Transportation Impact Analysis Checklist found in Appendix 3 of the Polk County
Public Works Design Standards. Following a letter from Mark Bernard, Pollk County Senior
Planner, dated August 4, 2015 requesting information to supplement the record, including the
additional traffic analysis described above, the applicant provided additional analysis of two
intersections on Orchard Heights Road in a supplemental report by Lancaster Engineering dated
October 15, 2015, Lancaster Engineering's additional traffic analysis of impacts on the county road
system from potential trip generation by the proposal, patticularly the intersections of Orchard
Heights Road and Best Road and Orchard Heights Road and Orchard Heights Place, was reviewed
by the Polk County Engineet, Todd Whitaker, P.E, who determined the impact of the proposal on
the county road system would not be significant. After reviewing the applicant's statements, and
comments from Todd Whitaker, P.E, Staff concluded that the proposal is consistent with the
fonction, classification and capacity of local transportation facilities.

Applicants’ Additional Findings:
The road function, classification, capacity and existing and projected traffic volumes have been

considered by Lancaster Engineering and reviewed and approved by ODOT. This section is
complied with.

Hearings Officer Findinps:

As discussed above, the proposed zone change from EFU to AF-10 is anticipated to generate up to
13 additional vehicle trips during the morning peak hour and 18 additional vehicle trips during the
evening pealk hour. Based on the Hearings Officer’s previous findings, supplemented by a
memorandum from Brian Davis with Lancaster Engineering, and commnents previously submitted
from ODOT and Pollc County’s Public Works Department, Staff determined that the increase
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vehicle trips would not be a significant change and the existing transportation facilities could
support the proposed increased residential development.

The Hearings Officer concurs with Staff and finds the applications complies with this criterion.

IV. CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS

The Hearings Officer concurs with the previous Hearings Officer’s initial thoughts “The present
case is one where the Hearings Officer does not necessarily believe there is anything intrinsically
wrong with the proposal under consideration, but has to recognize that applicable laws, regulations
and ordinances are structured so that it is extremely difficult to rezone a tract of land from resource

use fo non-resource use.”

In support of the applications, the Applicants have submitted additional evidence and engaged in
time consuming work in gathering information for 2,571 acres of land in Polk County, However,
based on evidence in the Record, including written and oral {estimony and the detafled findings
set out above, the Hearings Officer finds that the applications do not demonstrate compliance with
all the applicable review and decision criteria for a Zone Change and a Comprehensive Plan
Amendment with an exception to Oregon Statewide Planning Goals 3 and 4. Consequently, the
Hearings Officer recommends that the Board of Commissioners DENY these applications.

V. ATTACHMENTS
Attaclunent A; Map of the subject properties

June 1, 2020.
yyy; 7%«)@!%
Leslie Howell

Polk County Flearings Officer
Dallas, Oregon,
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