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POLK COUNTY


POLK COUNTY LOCAL PUBLIC SAFETY COORDINATING COUNCIL


August 3, 2020 - 12:00 Noon


Courthouse Conference Room

1. 
OPENING AND NOTE OF ATTENDANCE/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
Judge Hill called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.

Members Present:


Jeremy Gordon, Falls City Mayor

Cassy Polen, Community Corrections


Morgan Smith, County Counsel


Aaron Felton, DA


Greg Hansen, Administrative Officer


Jeff Isham, Captain PCSO


Bob Wilson, Independence PD


Lyle Mordhorst, County Commissioner


Mike Runyon, Oregon Youth Authority


Judge Charles Luukinen, Lay Citizen

Noelle Carroll, Health Services Director

Members Absent:


Tom Simpson, Dallas Police Chief 


Darrell Tallan, Monmouth Chief

Jake McKnight, Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde


Mark Garton, Sheriff


Judge Monte Campbell


Judge Rafael Caso


Brian Dalton, Dallas Mayor


Scott McClure, City Manager of Monmouth 


Cec Koonts, Monmouth Mayor


Tom Pessemier, Independence City Manager


Ila Skyberg, Willamina Mayor


Mike Iwai, Oregon State Police


Brian Latta, Dallas City Manager


Jodi Merritt, Community Correction Director

2. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: August and November
By consensus, the minutes of February 3, 2020 were approved as submitted. 
3. 
MEMBERSHIP AND BY-LAWS
Morgan Smith, County Counsel, stated that the last couple meetings have been focused on defining the members of the LPSCC and who is a voting member and who is not. Mr. Gordon, Falls City Mayor, expressed his interest in being the designated individual for the elected official spot. He would be appointed by the other elected officials in the county, and since nobody else has expressed any interest Mr. Gordon will be appointed to that spot. 
There are several other vacant spots that the county needs to fill which would all have a vote. This morning the Board of Commissioners approved Lyle Mordhorst to be the County Commissioner on LPSCC. Noelle Carroll, Health Services Director, will be formally appointed at the representative of Public Health with a memo to the Board. Mr. Smith is still working on confirming that Liberty House will be the voting member for the community based non-profit victim’s services representative.     They are still looking for a city manager or other city representative that is an employee of the city, separate from the law enforcement individuals. Judge Hill stated that the Defense Attorney will be Tim Park and he will send a letter with that confirmation to Cassy Polen so there is a record to refer to. At this time Judge Luukenin serves as the only lay citizen but the council does have the option to amend the bylaws to allow for more than one lay citizen. 
4.
Discuss & Approve: JUSTICE REINVESTMENT GRANT PROGRESS REPORT
Greg Hansen, Administrative Officer, informed the council that Jodi Merritt is excused today so he will be presenting the progress reports. There are two progress reports, one is for the Justice Reinvestment (JRI) grant victim services annual report. 10% of the money we receive from the state go to victim services. We provide funding for two victim services Liberty House and Sable House, Their annual report were provided to the council in the agenda packet. The 6 months progress report is also in the packet which includes all of the JRI programs the county offers: Jail Treatment Program, Case Load Specialist, Behavioral Health Counselors, and the specialty courts. LPSCC needs to acknowledge that they received these reports and approve them for content so they can be sent to the state. 
MOTION:


JUDGE CHARLES LUUKINEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE JUSTICE REINVESTMENT BI ANNUAL REPORT, AARON FELTON, DA SECONDED. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
5.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

a. COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS/JUVENILE – Mr. Hansen filling in for Director Jodi Merritt, stated that Community Corrections had modified their working environment due to COVID-19 and now it is starting to get back to normal. 
b. COURT REPORT – Judge Hill stated that the courts are still operating to the best of their ability with as few people in the building as possible. There were some furloughs that have expired and they have come back. They have issued a presiding judges order directing people to wear their masks and to appropriately distance themselves from others. They have an interim trial court administrator who will be retiring at the end of this month. The Marion County trial court administrator will be working in Polk and Marion County for a little while. With regards to jury trials, they are only doing cases that are people that are in custody or cases that are out of custody but have some constitutional reason that it can’t be rescheduled. They have an agreement with the county to conduct jury trials at the Polk County Fairgrounds. 
c. DRUG COURT – Judge Hill filled in for Judge Caso because he was not present. The specialty courts have slowed down and so have the referrals they have received. There has been a transformation in how they deliver services, which is not ideal, but it is still functional. He anticipates having two graduations in August out of mental health court.  
d. FRIDAY COURT – No updates.  
e. SHERIFF OFFICE – No updates.
f. DISTRICT ATTORNEY – Aaron Felton, DA, stated that since the beginning of the pandemic our courts conditions allow his office to work at almost the same level in terms of output cases by going to almost exclusively telephonic hearings. Almost everybody in his office was able to be sent home to work from there because the county provided the staff with laptops. He also has one open prosecution position which he is hoping to fill in the next week. 
g. DEFENSE ATTORNEY – Not present. 
h. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – No updates. 
i. HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES – Noelle Carroll, Health Services Director, stated they are noticing an ongoing increase for crisis services, both in the community and the request for suicide screenings. They are in the process of completing reference checks on an additional Behavioral Health Counselor that will be placed in the jail and they will have an offset schedule so there will be coverage over the weekend. They are seeing more people going into crisis in the jail, as well as the community, and the crisis they are going into is more severe. Mobile Crisis usually do two crisis intervention trainings per year and this year they are still going to try and do one in a virtual environment. They have had law enforcement in Coos County and Santa Barbra County asking for Polk County to go do a training for them and teach them how our Mobile Crisis program works.
j. POLICE DEPARTMENTS – Bob Mason, Independence PD, stated that the call load has picked up. There have been a lot of calls related to masks, some being upset that others aren’t wearing masks and others upset because they have to wear a mask. They are trying to stay out of that but have issued a fair amount of trespass notices to individuals to not allow them into businesses for one reason or the other but all related to the masks. The suicide at risk population has seemed to increase as well. 
k. CITY GOVERNMENTS – Falls City Mayor Jeremy Gordon stated that they recently surveyed the community to see how they felt about a levy or fee to fund either a joint agreement with the Sheriff office for law enforcement and/or code enforcement services. 
l. OREGON STATE POLICE – Not present. 
m. OREGON YOUTH AUTHORITY – Mike Runyon, OYA, stated that their youth correction facilities around the state have opened up for family visits again because they had been without that for several months. The only one not currently open is McLaren, but they have a plan and was submitted and accepted and they need to create some barriers for those visits. The Probation Officers are out seeing kids in the community again with certain restrictions depending on what county and what phase they are in. 
n. CASA – Not present. 
o. DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES – Not present. 
p. OTHER – Cassy Polen asked if there was virtual access to the LPSCC meetings. Mr. Hansen stated that there is already a conference line capability. Judge Hill also would like people have the ability to call to the meetings.  
6.
ADJOURN

The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 pm. The next LPSCC meeting date is November 2, 2020.
Minutes: Ciera Atha
