
TUESDAY WORK SESSION AGENDA 
July 29, 2025 

Courthouse Conference Room  
 

THE LOCATION OF THIS MEETING IS ADA ACCESSIBLE. PLEASE ADVISE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS (503-623-8173) 
AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE IF YOU NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO ATTEND OR TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

MEETING VIRTUALLY. 

 
Approximate     
      Time         AGENDA 

 

9:00 a.m.  1. CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 2. COMMENTS (for items not on this agenda and limited to 3 minutes. We 
encourage all community members to engage with public comments to the 
Board of Commissioners.  However, out of respect for our audience and a 
general sense of decorum please refrain from vulgar, threatening or 
inappropriate language.)   

 3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 4. APPROVE MINUTES OF July 22, 2025  
   

       5. THE WALL THAT HEALS EVENT UPDATE – Billy Whisenant, co-chair The Wall 
That Heals Committee 

  
 6. NON-LISTED ITEMS (Pursuant to ORS 192.640) 

 
    

 
Regular meetings of the Board of Commissioners are held on Tuesday and Wednesday each week. The 
meetings are held in the Board of Commissioners’ conference room, 850 Main Street, Dallas, Oregon. Each 
meeting begins at 9:00 a.m., and is conducted according to a prepared agenda that lists the principal 
subjects anticipated to be considered. Pursuant to ORS 192.640, the Board of Commissioners may consider 
and take action on subjects that are not listed on the agenda. The Board also holds a department staff 
meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Every Monday in the Commissioners Conference Room at 850 main Street, Oregon.  

The Polk County Board of Commissioners will be attending the Polk County Local Public Safety 
Coordinating Council meeting on August 4, 2025 at 12:00 p.m., located at 850 Main St., Dallas, OR 97338. 

 

***************************** 
APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS 

 
The Board sets aside a time at each regular meeting for comment by the public on subjects not appearing on 
the Agenda. Individuals may come forward and make any statement they wish, but not to exceed three (3) 
minutes in length, except as is required to give concise answers to questions from Board members. If the 
subject will require a lengthier presentation, or merits inclusion as an item on the Agenda of a future meeting, 
the Board may schedule it accordingly. 

 



POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
TUESDAY MEETING MINUTES 

July 22, 2025 

 

1. At 9:00 a.m., Commissioner Pope declared the Tuesday meeting of the Polk County Board of 
Commissioners in session and led the Board and attending audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Commissioner Gordon and Commissioner Mordhorst were present. 
 
 
2. COMMENTS (for items not on this agenda): 

 None. 
 
 
 
3. AGENDA:  COMMISSIONER MORDHORST  MOVED, COMMISSIONER GORDON 

  SECONDED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA 
 
   ALL VOTED YES. 
                     MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE BOARD. 

 
 
 
 
4. MINUTES:  COMMISSIONER GORDON  MOVED, COMMISSIONER MORDHORST 

  SECONDED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF July 15, 2025 
 
   ALL VOTED YES. 
                     MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE BOARD. 
 

 

5. ASSESOR DEPARTMENT UPDATE: 

Valerie Patoine, Polk County Assessor, shared a power point presentation with the Board. Her 
presentation went over data and statistics for Polk County Real Market Value and Assessed 
Values, residential average sales price in Polk County, office updates and staffing changes, 
requests for reviews for PVAB (formally known as BOPTA), exemptions, next steps for her office 
and a legislative update.  

Mrs. Patoine went over the Enterprise Zone Update and said there are three businesses that are 
currently in this zone. One of the businesses is in the Urban Renewal District and those taxes will 
start going to the city instead of the county. Next, she talked about a new exemption for Community 
Solar and explained which properties will be removed from the tax roll.  

Next, Mrs. Patoine went over which bills she was keeping an eye on and shared the results from 
this last session. She talked about SB 1094 and it made it through the first stage but then was killed 
due to the transportation bill not passing. Mrs. Patoine talked about HB 3518 and how there were 
several associations who opposed it and it did not pass. Commissioner Pope stated for the record 
that Special Districts believes what was in this bill is a core county function and he agrees with that 
but they need to understand that we can’t do it for free. Commissioner Gordon provided his input 
and asked if she had heard from other counties who were counting on this funding. Mrs. Patoine 
said, yes, and elaborated more. Mrs. Patoine thanked Commissioner Mordhorst for showing up to 
the hearing and speaking on behalf of the Assessors. Commissioner Mordhorst responded to her 
and then provided his input on this issue. Lastly, she went over HB3940 and stated this was a bill 
the Assessors were in support of, and it passed. Commissioner Pope asked her if she can talk 
about which zones are impacted most from this bill and Mrs. Patoine answered his question.  



Mr. Hansen stated that one of her slides talked about a dollar amount that comes in from the tax 
roll and that Polk County doesn’t get that whole amount. 

 
 
 
 

6. NON-LISTED ITEMS - (Pursuant to ORS 192.640, the Board of Commissioners considered the 
below identified non-listed items.) 

None. 
 

 

Commissioner Pope adjourned the meeting at 9:32 a.m. 
 
 
 
Minutes: Nicole Pineda 
Approved: July 29, 2025 



Independence Sports Complex

 INDEPENDENCE, OREGON

SEPTEMBER
18-21
 202524
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O
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
on how to donate, or to learn
about volunteer opportunities

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/the
wallthatheals2025/

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/thewallthatheals2025/
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Independence Sports Complex

 INDEPENDENCE, OREGON
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Para obtener más información
sobre cómo donar o conoce las
oportunidades de ser
voluntario

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/the
wallthatheals2025/

CENTRO EDUCATIVO MÓVIL Y RÉPLICA
 DEL MONUMENTO CONMEMORATIVO A LOS VETERANOS DE VIETNAM

FUNDADORES DEL MURO
 UN PROGRAMA DE FONDOS CONMEMORATIVO DE LOS VETERANOS DE VIETNAM

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/thewallthatheals2025/
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