
TUESDAY WORK SESSION AGENDA 
November 1, 2022 

Courthouse Conference Room  
 

THE LOCATION OF THIS MEETING IS ADA ACCESSIBLE. PLEASE ADVISE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS (503-623-8173) 
AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE IF YOU NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO ATTEND OR TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

MEETING VIRTUALLY. 

 
Approximate     
      Time         AGENDA 

 

9:00 a.m.  1. CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   

9:01 a.m.  2. APPROVE MINUTES OF October 25, 2022 
 
9:02 a.m. 3. STAR RECOGNITION AWARD – Haley Hmura   

 
      9:07 a.m. 4. NON-LISTED ITEMS (Pursuant to ORS 192.640) 

 
    

 
 

 
  

 

 
Regular meetings of the Board of Commissioners are held on Tuesday and Wednesday each week. The 
meetings are held in the Board of Commissioners’ conference room, 850 Main Street, Dallas, Oregon. Each 
meeting begins at 9:00 a.m., and is conducted according to a prepared agenda that lists the principal 
subjects anticipated to be considered. Pursuant to ORS 192.640, the Board of Commissioners may consider 
and take action on subjects that are not listed on the agenda. The Board also holds a department staff 
meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Every Monday in the Commissioners Conference Room at 850 main Street, Oregon.  

The Polk County Courthouse will be illuminated green in observance of Operation Green Light from 
November 7, 2022 through November 13, 2022. Operation Green Light is a national collaborative initiative 
of the National Association of Counties (NACo) to support military veterans, as well as raise awareness 
about the unique challenges faced by many of the veterans and the resources that are available at the 
county, state, and federal level to assist veterans and their families. 

The Tuesday 11/15/2022 & Wednesday 11/16/2022 BOC meetings will be canceled due to the Commissioners 
and Staff attending the Association of Oregon Counties Conference that week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
TUESDAY MEETING MINUTES 

October 25, 2022 

 

1. At 9:00 a.m., Commissioner Mordhorst declared the Tuesday meeting of the Polk County Board 

of Commissioners in session and led the Board and attending audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Commissioner Pope and Commissioner Gordon  were present. 
 
2. MINUTES:  COMMISSIONER GORDON  MOVED, COMMISSIONER POPE 

  SECONDED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF October 18, 2022 
 
                     MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY THE BOARD. 
 

 
3: DEPARTMENT UPDATE: 

Aaron Felton, Polk County District Attorney, provided an update for his department to the Board of 
Commissioners. DA Felton discussed his current staffing levels and stated that both of their deputy 
district attorneys have passed the bar. DA Felton then gave a breakdown of which cases they are 
currently working on. Next DA Felton stated that he wanted to give credit that is due to both the 
Sheriff’s Office and the Cold Case Team for finding a break in a domestic violence cold case and 
helping bring justice to the victim. Commissioner Gordon stated that he really appreciates the work 
that the DA has been doing to help and focus on public safety, specifically for homeless prevention 
and supporting those who are victims of domestic violence. Commissioner Pope asked for more 
details on their staffing levels. DA Felton stated that they are down one victim’s advocate position 
and that they completed interviews last week. Commissioner Mordhorst asked what staffing does 
the DA’s Office need in order to meet the needs of the County. DA Felton stated he would need 2 
to 3 more Deputy District Attorneys and support staff. 

 
 
 
4. NON-LISTED ITEMS - (Pursuant to ORS 192.640, the Board of Commissioners considered the below 
identified non-listed items.) 

Commissioner Pope brought to the attention of the Board and staff a letter that was sent from 
Commissioner David Yamamoto from Tillamook County and is asking for support in sending to our 
State Representatives in regards delaying implementation of the NOAA-NMFS Biological Opinion 
now part of the National Flood Insurance Program in the State of Oregon (Oregon NFIP BiOp or 
BiOp) (NWR-2011-3197).  This Oregon BiOp concludes that FEMA’s implementation of the NFIP 
in Oregon is causing jeopardy to numerous ESA-listed fish species and/or the destruction or 
adverse modification to their designated critical habitat in Oregon.  

  
                     MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY THE BOARD. 

 
 
 
Madeline Straus wanted to address the Board and staff in regards to October being National Dating 
and Domestic Violence Month and stated that she is a victim and survivor herself. Ms. Straus stated 
that her mother, Mandy Straus, has been her advocate for her and that she feels that the Sheriff’s 
Office was very unprofessional towards her mother. Ms. Straus stated that just being believed and 
heard is something that can help a victim. She stated that she has not been believed and that she 
and her mother have been laughed at. Ms. Straus stated that DA Felton cannot do his job properly 
if he doesn’t received the correct information from the Sheriff’s Office and that is what has happened 
with her case.  
 
 



Commissioner Gordon stated that he was appointed to the NACo steering committee and that there 
is a conference happening in February and is wondering how the other Commissioners feel about 
him attending that meeting. Commissioner Pope stated that he agrees that Commissioner Gordon 
attends this meeting. Commissioner Mordhorst also supports this. 
 
 
DA Felton wanted to make an amendment to his update and correctly answer a question that was 
asked of him. He stated that he has 7 attorneys in his office and a law clerk. 
  

 
Commissioner Mordhorst adjourned the meeting at 9:33 a.m. 
 
 
 
Minutes: Nicole Pineda 
Approved: November 1, 2022 



This cerƟficate is awarded to 

    Haley Hmura 
In recogniƟon of accomplishments  

far exceeding expectaƟons  

Commissioner Chair 

Commissioner  

Commissioner  

 

 We are nominaƟng Haley for her awesomeness in the areas 
of customer service, team success, and  improvement of 
services. Just a few examples of her going above and beyond 
include: finding commonly used forms online and download-
ing them to a shared drive for all team members to access, 
offering to help support team outreach events that don't 
typically fall into her work day hours, always being willing to 
run out and pick up items or purchase and deliver something 
for a client.   

She is a key access line for resources for our School Based 
MH Team and does so with expediƟousness and uncondiƟon-
al kindness. Haley has improved the connecƟon amongst the 
Resource Center and the SBMH team, being a go-between to 
help create beƩer conƟnuity of services for clients and fami-
lies County-wide.  


